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The anatta doctrine teaches that neither within the bodily and mental phenomena of
existence, nor outside of them, can be found anything that in the ultimate sense could
be regarded as a self-existing real Ego-entity, soul or any other abiding substance.
This is the central doctrine of Buddhism without understanding of which a real
knowledge of Buddhism is altogether impossible. It is the only realy specific
Buddhist doctrine, with which the entire structure of the Buddhist teachings stands or
falls. All the remaining Buddhist doctrines may, more or less, be found in other

philosophic systems and religions, but the Anatta Doctrine has been clearly and
unreservedly taught only by the Buddha, (1980, 33-34).
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It must be repeated here that according to Buddhist philosophy there is no
permanent, unchanging spirit which can be considered ‘Self’, or ‘Soul’, or ‘Ego’, as
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opposed to matter, and that consciousness (vinnana) should not be taken as ‘spirit’

in opposition to matter. This point has to be particularly emphasized, because a

wrong notion that conciousness is a sort of Self or Soul that continues as a

permanent substance through life, has persisted from the earliest time to the present

day. (1978, 23-24)
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The Persian language belongs to the Aryan branch of the Indo-European family of tongues.
A family of languages means a large group of exhibiting and unmistakable likeness in
words, grammatical forms, and general structure of sentences. (1).
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Among the old Iranian languages- the Avestan (most probably a language of eastern Iran) was the
religious language of the Zoroastrians. It retained its status for several countries among the priests
and followers of this religion. The Avesta, the sacred book of ancient Iran, contains the oldest
documents of the prose and poetry of Iran. It is a collection of prayers and religious teachings of the
Zarathushtra, the celebrated Prophet of Iran, who, as it is guessed, lived during the 7th century B.C
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Interactive Approaches to Teaching the Four Core Skills of English at
the Higher Secondary Level in Bangladesh: A Proposal

Dr. Sukanta Bhattacharjee*

Abstract

When we communicate in diverse real-life situations, we often use more than a single
language skill. On the telephone, for instance, we listen and speak simultaneously. We
also jot down a host of points and, later, read over what we have written. Thus, we use
the four core skills of a language in integration: listening, speaking, reading, and writing
for day-to-day societal interactions and purposeful or transactional communications. An
efficient English as a foreign language (EFL) teacher should plan and adopt an integrated
approach while teaching English, for it engages Bangladeshi EFL learners to learn
English in interesting ways and through stimulating activities. This paper intends to shed
light on the interactive approaches to teaching the four core skills of English, the lingua
franca of today’s IT-oriented global village, a crucially important soft skill badly required
for 4IR, at the Higher Secondary level in Bangladesh. It is suggested here that all the
productive and receptive skills of English be taught in integration with one another as a
lesson involves activities that relate listening and speaking to reading and writing.
Unfortunately, the majority of our EFL teachers often teach the English skills in isolation,
not in conjunction. As a matter of fact, both Basic Interpersonal Communication Skill
(BICS) and Cognitive Academic Language Proficiency (CALP) are indispensable in
order for our target learners to be well-versed in all the four core skills of English, which
may continue to play positive roles in increasing employability and facilitating
international mobility (migration, tourism, and studying abroad), and so forth.
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1 Introduction

The four skills can be referred to as receptive skills (listening and reading) and productive
skills (speaking and writing). Today, linguists of repute are of the prudent view that the
easiest and most effective way to start integrating language skills in the class is by
combining the receptive and productive skills, which are used across the same medium.
In a variety of real-life situations, we listen to others and receive a considerable bulk of
comprehensible inputs, which prepare us to unlock our hearts to interlocutors for diverse
interactions or transactions. Gradually, we master how to read and write. McDonough
and Shaw aptly posit, “If we look around us in our daily lives, we can see that we rarely
use language skills in isolation but in conjunction” (2003, p. 171). According to Richards,
Platt, and Weber (1985, p.144), an integrated approach is “the teaching of the language
skills of reading, writing, listening, and speaking, in conjunction with each other, as when
a lesson involves activities that relate listening and speaking to reading and writing.” As a
matter of fact, if an EFL learner listens to a recorded or live L2 presentation, and has an
efficient EFL teacher’s insightful reflections, s/he can internalize the subtleties or
nuances of English much better and gain a deeper understanding of how communication
works in real-life situations in the target language. What is more, EFL/ESL learners
“become more motivated when they see the value of performing meaningful tasks and
activities in the classroom” (1985, p. 174). lronically, Communicative Language
Teaching (CLT) began its journey in Bangladesh way back in the 1990s; still the majority
of our target learners (i.e., HSC-level students) struggle to be communicatively
competent as they fail to use the four core skills of English in integration. In essence,
CLT equips L2 learners with communicative competence which includes a set of
composite skills as Canale and Swain (cited in Leech and Svartvik, 2000, p. 3) explicitly
state:

Communicative competence is composed minimally of grammatical
competence, sociolinguistic competence, and communication strategies,
or what we will refer to as strategic competence. ... The primary goal of
communicative approach must be to facilitate the integration of these
types of knowledge for the learner.
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This paper delineates how the four core skills of the world’s lingua franca can be taught
in EFL classes at the HSC level interactively and in integration through an array of
stimulating and interesting activities designed in line with Task-Based Instruction. In
fact, the two receptive skills — listening and reading — facilitate mastery of the two
productive skills — speaking and writing. But in the current flow of EFL/ESL pedagogy,
communicative competence is nothing but the ‘will-o’-the-wisp’ because two core skills
(listening and speaking) which may be termed ‘Cinderella skills’ are almost ignored in
our existing CLT and testing at the Higher Secondary level in Bangladesh. Pretty
naturally, teaching and learning of the two other skills (reading and writing) are also
hampered. Apart from providing a real-life flavour, integration of the four skills in a
single class is effective for all students in that different students have diverse mindsets,
likes, and dislikes. Some may enjoy listening while some others may like speaking; a
cohort of our target learners may prefer reading whereas an array of them may have
fascination for the writing activities.

2 Exposures to authentic English through listening and IPA

Universal language pedagogy reveals the fact that when learners are exposed to authentic,
comprehensible L2 inputs, they, with the timely and useful feedback or facilitations of
the ELT experts, can grasp the subtleties, nuances, sub-skills, and skills of a language
properly. They need to be introduced to syntactic patterns, semantic levels, collocation,
cohesion, coherence, discourse, pronunciation, fluency, articulation, rhythm, stress,
intonation, body language, and so on through adequate contextualization with the help of
necessary audio-visual aids. For instance, our target learners can gain valuable language
inputs through a combination of extensive and intensive listening materials and
procedures. According to Nunan, “Listening is an active, purposeful process of making
sense of what we hear. ... Since listeners combine what they hear with their own ideas
and experiences, in a very real sense they are “creating the meaning” in their own minds
(2003, p. 24). Vivian Cook also states in the similar fashion, “Listening is the crucial skill
in providing the key to extracting information from what you hear” (1996, p. 191). In
fact, in a well-equipped classroom having audio-visual teaching-learning aids, extensive
listening (for pleasure) and intensive listening (for details), as Harmer maintains, is
"especially important since it provides perfect opportunity to hear voices other than the
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teacher’s, enables students to acquire good speaking habits as a result of the spoken
English they absorb, and helps to improve their own pronunciation” (2001, p. 228). As
aural and oral skills are interconnected and interdependent, keen listeners usually turn
into impressive or fluent speakers, if both the EFL/ESL teachers and learners are
enthusiastic and serious. For example, our target listeners need to be exposed to the
authentic sounds of strong form a/ er / and weak form a / 2 / in a variety of contexts, such
as | saw ala/ magician at 9:00 a /erl m /am/. In the same way, they can be taught the
phonemes o (/au/ or /ou/), j (/dzet/), k (/ke1/), labio-dentals (/v/, /f/), inter-dentals (/8 /, /
d/), bi-labials (/p/, /b/, Iml), palatal plosive (/z/), palato-alveolar fricative (/3/), alveolar
plosives (/t/, /d/) and labio-velar approximant (/w/) through effective contextualized
drilling and listening. Well-versed in phonetics or pronunciation, an ELT expert can
familiarize our target learners with International Phonetic Association/Alphabet (IPA)
and teach them 44 phonemes—12 vowel sounds/monophthongs, 08 diphthongs (06
triphthongs) and 24 consonant sounds or phonemes with the aid of the IPA chart (given
on page 203) or Google search engine in order that the L2 learners can master
articulatory, acoustic, and auditory phonetics and turn into autonomous learners who can
rectify, repair, and improve their own pronunciations and understand the utterances made
by the model native English speakers. In fact, ““... with appropriate scientific techniques,
the sounds of English can be mastered. A description of the manner and place of
articulations should make a proper impact both in the recognition of mispronunciations
and in rectifying them, that is both speech perception and production may be enhanced”
(Muzaffar, 1999, p.72).
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IPA- International Phonetic Alphabet
Phonetic Symbols

Consonant -24 Vowel - 12
1. p (pb) Pen /pen/, happy 1. iz (®) Sheep /rizp/, breathe, these
2. b (bh) Bed /'bed/,cab,book 2. I (%) Ship/r1p/bit,started
3. t (tt) Time/taim/, little, watched 3. e (a) Men/men/, breath, any
4. d (dv) Dance /'da:ns/, played, advance| (4. 28 (@) Man/maen/, back, marry
5. k (kh) Cup /'’kAp/, kind,pack 5. Q! () Amm/aim/, rather, heart
6. g (gh) Good /'gu:d/, mug, toggle 16. p &) Clock /kIDk/, what, because
7. ¥ (®) Chin/'t1n/, chatter. arch 7. 31 (e°) Floor /f121(r)/, law,caught
8. d3 (%) Jam /'d38@m/, geometry, judge | |[8. U () Wood /wu d/, would, woman
9. f (¥) Fan/fan/, life, photograph 9. ur (®) Shoe /fu:/, school, July
10. v (...) Very /'ver1/, live, advance 10. A (=) Won /wAn/, son,rough -
11.8 (...) Think /'@1nk/, path, thank 11. 31 (...) First /f 3st/, journey, earth
12.® (...) Then/®en/, mother, that 12. @ (=) Again/9gen/, photograph, teacher
13.s () Sail /'seil/, cell, boats Diphthong (Two vowel sounds together) : 8
14.z (...) Zoo /'zu:/, lens, lends 0l.exr @9 Play/plex/, rage, great
15. 5 () Shell /Sel/, mesh, ship 02.9U @)/ou(e¥) Ago/d'gau/,/a'gow/
16.h (®) Hymn /h1:m/, hand 03. &l ey Tiny /'taInl/, kite, buy
17.m () Meet/mI:t/, bomb, _ 04.aU @ Now /nau/, mouth, clown
18.n (@) No /nau/(UK),/nou/(US) 105.31 @9  Spoil /'sp21 1/, boy, enjoy
19.0 () Ring/r1n/, singer, playing 06. 13 &9  Cheer /'U13(r)/, clear, weird
20.1 (@) Let/let, sell, lullaby Player 07.€9 @9 Bear /be? (r)/, where, their
2l.r (..) Ring /r1n/, wring, tomorrow 08.U® §v Pure/pjua(r)/, sure, tour
22.) (...) Yes/jes/, yacht, opinion . :
23.w (...) When /'wen/ (UK),/when/ (US) Triphthong (Three vowel sounds together) : 6
24.3 (...) Pleasure /ple 39 (r)/, decision | |1 €I® @) Player /plera(r)/, layer

2. au® @ Power/paua(r), tower,

3. aI? (9 Tired /taIdd/, science

4. 3UI/OUI(sey) Poet /pault/, 'pouat

5. 219 (9 Lawyer/1213(r)/, employer
6. U3 (9 Lower /IDUA(r)/, /10U (r)/
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3. Connected speech

In addition, extensive and intensive exposure to connected speeches, with which our
target learners are barely familiar, is indispensable to enable the target L2 listeners to
decipher the confusing or baffling assimilations, as are stated below:

ten men ------- /tem men/

right place------ Ira1p plers/

not me----------- / noup mi:/

good boy---------- /gub bot/

red gate----------- reg gert/

(O’Connor, 2005, pp. 102-103)

What are you doing? Whacha doin’? (Richards, 1990, p. 73)
The waiter cut it-------- the way to cut it

| scream-------- Ice cream

How strained------- House trained

Night rate------- Nitrate (Gimson, 1974, pp. 300-301)

One should bear in mind that non-native speakers seldom use connected speeches in
naturalistic interactions as native speakers do. But, they ought to have ideas about them
so that they can decipher if connected speeches are used. While teaching pronunciation,
never should our EFL teachers overemphasize R.P. (Received Pronunciation) or adhere
to British and American variants strictly, for modern English is neither British nor
American; it is rather ‘bad’ English, and mutual intelligibility is of paramount importance
to become a good communicator. Moreover, learners pick up a foreign language through
‘trial and error’. While teaching speaking, fluency should be given more importance than
accuracy. Quoting Savignon (1972), Lightbown and Spada prudently view that “... focus
on accuracy and form do not give students sufficient opportunity to develop
communication abilities in a second language” (2000, p. 121).

4 Teachers’ training on phonetics

Ironically enough, quite a few EFL teachers at schools and colleges do not have
linguistics or ELT background, nor do they have good command over phonetics and
phonology. A vast majority of them are reluctant to take pains of mastering it and
familiarizing the target learners with assimilations, primary or secondary stresses, rising,
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falling or rise-fall intonations, rhythms of speeches, and paralinguistic features or body
languages, which are a dire need in turning the L2 users into competent ones. As a matter
of fact, extensive listening can have a dramatic effect on EFL learners’ language learning.
It is a heartening matter that most of our schools and colleges are now equipped with
computer labs. So, EFL teachers can use CDs, audio/video tapes, and/or cell phones in
order to teach the model or standard form of American/British pronunciation. Through
this receptive skill i.e., listening L2 learners can also improve their grammatical
knowledge and enrich their vocabulary, which helps them be fluent, correct, and
confident speakers, readers, or writers. When an audio/a video recording is presented in a
listening class, an efficient EFL/ESL pedagogue must focus on the essentials of speaking,
reading, and writing such as pronunciation, fillers, and backchannels, heads and tails,
vocabulary, idioms, syntactic and semantic patterns, cohesion and coherence, sentential
and discoursal points, and so on. But it should be done in an interesting, stimulating, and
hilarious manner.

It is worth pointing out here that our EFL teachers should conduct English immersion
classes (where around 95% of the utterances are in English and around 5% are in
learners’ L1 used for telling refined jokes, quoting texts or interesting lines from prolific
writers). Highlighting the significance of judicious use of learners’ L1 in EFL classes,
Rod Ellis aptly points out:
The learners’ L1 can facilitate L2 acquisition. Learners draw on their L1 in
forming interlanguage hypotheses. Learners do not construct rules in a vacuum;
rather they work with whatever information is at their disposal. This includes
knowledge of their L1. The L1 can be viewed as a kind of ‘input from the inside’.
According to this view, the transfer is not an ‘interference’ but a cognitive
process (2002, p. 52).

5 Importance of English immersion classes

However, the scenario is just diametrically opposed in actuality. Seldom are English-
immersion classes conducted by Bangladeshi EFL teachers teaching at the Higher
Secondary level, especially in rural areas where English is looked upon as a language of
the affluent or urban elites or upstarts, not of the poverty-stricken rural folk. So, extensive
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listening, along with efficient teachers’ facilitations, provides the L2 learners with
adequate comprehensible inputs that prompt them to speak the target language fluently,
accurately, and confidently. Rod Ellis has this to say:

... all that is needed is minimal exposure to input in order to trigger acquisition.
Interactionist theorists of L2 acquisition acknowledge the importance of both
input and internal knowledge processing. Learning takes place as a result of
complex interaction between the linguistic environment and the learners’ internal
mechanisms (2002, p. 44).
Here we realize the importance of juxtaposing both innatism and behaviorism in the
complete process of mastering L2.

6 Teaching listening and speaking with the aid of audio-visuals

In order to have an interactive session to teach all the four skills in integration, for
instance, EFL teachers of Bangladesh teaching at the Higher Secondary level can play the
English audio-version of Bangabandhu’s 7" March historic speech and discuss the salient
syntactic, semantic, and idiomatic features of the discourse. Then the students might be
asked to describe the picture given in the textbook in pairs or groups as the situations
allow, pose a variety of questions to their peers, groups, or teacher regarding the topic,
and take some relevant notes provided by the teacher. Later, the target learners can be
asked to read the epoch-making speech closely, summarize it, and make the historic
speech individually in a nutshell. Role-play/simulation, pair, and group or project work
can play an effective role in helping our reticent or shy L2 speakers come out of their
cocoons and take part in English interactions because students hardly feel shy or
experience affective filters (anxiety, fear, nervousness, etc.) when they converse with
their peers in the L2. Of course, there should be some incentives or rewards for the best
speaker as well as for all participants. On some other occasions, Blake’s poem, “The
School Boy”, can be used as an interesting topic for teaching listening, speaking, reading,
and writing altogether. Listening to the poem being recited by efficient teachers or
students who pronounce accurately, maintain appropriate rhyme and rhythm, intonation,
pauses and body language motivates almost all L2 learners to do the same. Before the
students begin to speak, they ought to be instructed to use fillers like well, like, uhm, er,
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you know, and the interlocutors or listeners should be trained to use backchannels such as,
Really? How come? That sounds great! Right, O my God! O dear me! and so forth.
Proper turn-taking techniques (e.g., | agree with the point just made. But may | add some
novel ones? etc.) need to be highlighted and elaborated. What is more, a range of
formulaic languages, automatic speeches or embolalia, or fixed verbal expressions —
“You’ve got to be kidding,” “Excuse me?” or “Hang on a minute” — should be presented
to the inquisitive EFL learners through interesting contextualization as comprehensible
inputs.

7 Formal and informal English

While integrating listening (receptive skill) and speaking (productive skill), skillful EFL
teachers must show the distinctive differences between contracted spoken and elaborated
written grammar, elision (omission), colloquial language, formal, semi-formal and
informal utterances and make the target group understand when to use, where to use, how
to use and what to use:

Informal (with friends): | wanna go.

I’m gonna start a new business.

| gotta go.

Semi-formal (with family members or close ones): | want to go.
Formal (with superiors or unknown people): I’d like to go.

I’m going to start a new business.

I got to go.
Informal Formal
Kinda Kind of
Congrats! Congratulations!
Thanks a lot. Thank you so much.
Hi friends! Hello Sir/ Madam!
What’s your name? May | know/have your name, please?
Yeah/Yeh/Yep Yes
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Not Nope

Give me some money. Would you give me some money?

Would you mind giving me some money?

May | have some money, please?

John and Soars also present an array of formal and informal linguistic components:

Informal Formal
Dear Jack Dear Mr. Higgins
Thanks for your letter Thank you for your letter.

I would like to thank you
for your letter.

I’m sorry. I am afraid.
Can you let me know...? Would/Could you please
informme ...?
See you soon. We look forward to
hearing from you soon.
Thanks a lot. Thank you so much.
Love Yours sincerely
Jack Jack Higgins
(2000, p. 57)

8 Pre-communicative and communicative activities

The researcher’s personal experiences reveal the fact that in order to construct rock-solid
footing or building block of English of the target groups, EFL teachers need to go for a
range of pre-communicative activities as are presented by Littlewood:

o o Structural
Pre communicative activities < activities
Quasi-communicative activities

Communicative Activities Functional communication activities

Social interaction activities
(1988, p. 86)
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Both transactional (official or purposeful) and interactional (social) modes of
communications can facilitate mastering speaking. It is mentionable here that when a
speaker goes for bottom-up communications, s’/he must be more polite or formal whereas
top-down communication necessitates less polite, less formal, or semi-formal language. It
should be borne in mind that full-length expressions or grammatically well-constructed
sentences sound awkward in spoken English, which prefers somewhat colloquial or semi-
formal utterances:
Example 1:
A: WEell, in this job we do er a lot of cradle work you see, and er on
different tower blocks in Birmingham.
B: A lot of what did you say?
A: Cradle work. That’s ou, outside work, on the er blocks of flats, where
you can see the outside cradles up the outside of the tower blocks.
B: Oh, I’'m with you now, you sort of sta, hang in a basket to clean the
windows then?
A: Yeah, that’s right, I do, yeah! Good job we’re well insured isn’t!
(from Listeners, Underwood and Barr, 1980.)
Example 2:
John: Hello, how are you?
Tom: I’m fine, thank you, how are you?
John: I’'m also fine, thank you.
Tom: How’s your wife?
John: She’s very well, thank you.
How’s your wife?
Tom: She’s also very well, thank you.
If we make a comparative and contrastive analysis of the two conversations shown above,
we discover the fact that the first example is a natural conversation where there is an
information gap whereas the second example is “rather artificial as conversation and
sounds more like a script than a piece of spontaneous language” (McDonough & Shaw,
2003, p. 141). In essence, pair or group discussion, role-play/simulation, recitation,
extempore speeches and English debates can play an instrumental role in
making/producing fluent, confident and articulate speakers. Euphemistic, useful, non-
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threatening and encouraging teacher or peer feedback can also boost speaking. On top of
this, our monolingual or ‘Bengali-only’ society should change its frowning attitude
towards our EFL speakers for, as D. A. Wilkins aptly points out, “Society creates the
context of learning and within this we try to meet the needs of the individual” (1972, p.
150).

9  Teaching language through literature and elaborating famous quotes

After conducting a sizable number of interactive classes through integrating listening and
speaking, reading and writing can be blended to brush up our target learners’ English.
Language experts are of the view that “Reading is one of the four basic skills which is
important for students of all levels. Students’ success in an academic programme often
depends on their reading proficiency” (Bashir, 2020, p. 134). While teaching reading as
an integrated skill at the HSC level, an EFL teacher can have his/her target students read
Bangabandhu’s epoch-making 7" March speech or Blake’s poem, “The School Boy” in
part or full. Through a host of effective and interesting pre-, while-, and post-reading
activities conducted by efficient EFL teachers (following Presentation, Practice, and
Production or PPP approach), almost all students will be able to learn new vocabulary,
structure, spelling, pronunciation, grammar, and text/discourse in stimulating ways, rather
than in a tedious manner. A variety of literary pieces or write-ups from different genres
can enthuse our EFL learners to brush up their English through an internalization of new
phrases, idioms, collocations, syntactic and semantic patterns, figurative expressions, and
so forth. Teaching language through literature is a very popular concept of the day
because renowned writers or poets are the best users of a language. It is they who coin
new words (neologism) that enrich our languages. Furthermore, famous, thought-
provoking quotes prompt avid readers to reflect, speak, or write elaborately on them. A
range of oft-quoted extracts from English literature include:

“All the world’s a stage,

And all the men and women merely players;” (William Shakespeare)
“Uneasy lies the head that wears a crown.” (William Shakespeare)
“Sweet are the uses of adversity.” (William Shakespeare)
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“Reading maketh a full man; conference a ready man; and writing an exact man.”
(Francis Bacon)

“Knowledge is power.” (Francis Bacon)

“Our sweetest songs are those that tell of saddest thoughts.” (P. B. Shelley)

“Full many a flower is born to blush unseen,

And waste its sweetness on the desert air.” (Thomas Gray)

“A thing of beauty is a joy forever.” (John Keats)

“The woods are lovely, dark and deep.

But | have promises to keep,

And miles to go before | sleep,

And miles to go before I sleep.” (Robert Frost)

“A man can be destroyed, but not defeated.” (Ernest Hemingway)

“The child is father of the Man.” (William Wordsworth)

“What is this life if, full of care,

We have no time to stand and stare.” (W.H. Davies)

“It is a truth universally acknowledged that a single man in possession of a good fortune
must be in want of a wife.” (Jane Austen)

“It was the best of times, it was the worst of times, it was the age of wisdom, it was the
age of foolishness, ... it was the spring of hope, it was the winter of despair.” (Charles
Dickens)

“Fortune favors the bold.” (Virgil)

“I think, therefore I am.” (Descartes)

“There is no Frigate like a Book

To take us Lands away

How frugal is the Chariot
That bears the Human Soul.” (Emily Dickinson)

If efficient EFL teachers having impressive command over language and literature read
out these types of sparkling and stimulating quotes to our target EFL learners, illustrate
them, and engage the learners in diverse pair or group work, such as debate, discussion,
extempore speech, and recitation, they will be able to brush up their listening, speaking,
reading, and writing in lively and interesting ways.

3D



The Chittagong University Journal of Arts and Humanities

10 Amalgamating bottom-up and top-down reading

Two common strategies or approaches to reading that facilitate EFL learning — bottom-
up and top-down models — help highly, moderately, and low proficient target students to
pick up English. To elaborate explicitly, the bottom-up model is a text-based approach in
which readers focus on individual components of a text, such as phonemes, morphemes,
words, phrases, and grammatical ingredients in order to comprehend the text or
discourse. This process moves from letters to words to meaning (Anderson, 1999;
Nuttall, 2005). In Alderson’s in-depth analysis, “the reader begins with the printed word,
recognizes graphic stimuli, decodes them to sound, recognizes words and decodes
meaning (2000, p. 307). In contrast, in the top-down approach to reading known as “a
psycholinguistic approach”, readers use their schemata with a view to deciphering the
overall semanticity of the text. Interestingly enough, a novel and effective approach to
reading called “interactive model” (Erler & Finkbeiner, 2007) cropped up in the early
1980s, which refers to an interaction between information obtained through bottom-up
processing and top-down analysis. An avid reader usually uses strategies of both bottom-
up and top-down models and shifts from one to the other depending on the purposes of
reading. The striking techniques of reading include:

1. Skimming: reading to get at the gist of the text

2. Scanning: reading to look for specific piece of information

3. Extensive reading: reading for pleasure

4. Intensive reading: reading for detail
Initially, students can be encouraged to read aloud, but it divides their time between
speaking and reading. So, L2 readers need to be prompted to opt for silent reading and
quick reading. Guessing the meaning from the context and using background knowledge
or schemata also facilitate reading. Through quick reading techniques, the target readers
should read around 187 words per minute, which give them the status of standard readers.
In essence, a well-designed EFL lesson plan incorporates adequate stimulating pre-,
while- and post- reading activities that help our target L2 learners grasp all the core skills
of English.
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11  Familiarizing the target learners with diverse templates through reading for
mastering writing

Interestingly, if EFL teachers motivate our target students to read letters, letters of
application, stories, CVs, precis, reports, memoranda, posters, paragraphs, and essays on
a wide range of topics, get them to discuss these through well-designed pair or group
work, L2 learners will have the necessary components (e.g., vocabulary, collocation,
structures, spelling, idioms, etc.) at their disposal for writing on those genres maintaining
proper structures or lay-outs. Thus, reading and writing can be taught as integrated skills.
A productive skill, i.e., writing is crucially important because “human memory is short-
lived and the brain’s storage capacity is limited” (Fromkin et al, 2004, p.546). There is a
Chinese proverb regarding the significance of writing, “The palest ink is better than the
sharpest memory” (cited in Fromkin et al, 2004, p. 545). With a view to facilitating
teaching-learning writing, EFL teachers can familiarize the target L2 learners with the
acronym CODER, which means the following:

C= Collecting ldeas
O= Organizing

D= Drafting

E= Editing

R= Redrafting

12 How to write a well-knit paragraph and essay

Before asking the target L2 learners to write a well-knit paragraph, a proficient EFL
teacher needs to motivate them to go for brainstorming or group discussion, which
generates a host of novel ideas among the budding writers, who ought to be encouraged
to practise both ‘free’ and ‘guided’ or ‘controlled’ writing. Neophyte writers are
instructed that in addition to sentential accuracy, cohesion and coherence must be
maintained; and, both the useful teacher and peer feedback (both formative and
summative) can contribute significantly to the improvement of writing. To ensure peer
feedback, L2 students can be asked to write on a topic and swap their papers with each
other. Then they provide constructive feedback on the write—ups and have a one-on-one
conversation to understand the points clearly and discuss further questions and issues.
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Supporting ideas

Figure 2 A well-knit paragraph
A well-knit paragraph has an introducer, developer, and terminator; and, there is an
inalienable connection among topic, controlling ideas and supporting ideas. It should be
mentioned here that cohesion (syntactic unity) and coherence (semantic unity) must be
maintained in a paragraph.

13 How to draft a standard piece of writing/composition

The web-diagram shows the key features which good writers can deal with for producing
a standard piece of writing/essay:
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D

Purpose

Figure 3 An organized composition (Adapted from Aslam, 2003, p. 90)
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14 Picking up writing through a host of stimulating in-class activities and
corrective feedback

The target learners can also be encouraged to write letters or emails to their classmates on
diverse topics after their liking and send SMS to their peers on a variety of topics, asked
to read them loudly, and give corrective feedback. Then the teacher can take close looks
at some of them and offer common corrective feedback so that no writer feels offended.
There is no denying the fact that “feedback is an essential component of writing classes,
as polished writing and improved writing skills are products of multiple revisions” (Yol,
2019, p. 26). In fact, efficient, euphemistic, non-threatening, and useful feedback can
help L2 learners improve all the four skills remarkably.

15 Teaching the four skills in conjunction

In order to teach the four core skills of English interactively and in integration to our
target students, efficient EFL teachers can select a topic from English for Today Classes
XI-X11 and Alim and teach listening, speaking, reading and writing altogether. The easiest
form of integration is within the same medium (either oral or written), from receptive to
productive skills.

Receptive skills Productive skills
Oral Medium listening speaking
Written Medium reading writing

As a matter of fact, the process of integrating skills involves using some or all of the core
skills (listening, speaking, reading and writing) to practise new materials such as
vocabulary, pronunciation, grammar, text/discourse and the like. In order to ensure
interaction in the EFL classes, all four skills must be practised in every lesson. As
listening and speaking go together naturally, it is always desirable to integrate these two
skills in a single class. In fact, the sequence — hear-speak-read-write — is the most
appropriate one for integrated skills work. A common, interesting or stimulating topic
like Describe yourself or Your favourite food, hobby, sport, personality, season, pet, “is a
device linking the separate activities in integrated skills lessons” (Lubelska and
Matthews, 1997, p.174).
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16  Linguistic competence versus communicative competence

Both efficient, well-trained, committed EFL/ESL teachers and enthusiastic learners need
to have a good understanding of a discourse and be able to use text books flexibly. This is
also time-consuming. Besides, selecting or designing suitable materials is also a gigantic
job, which should suit age, ability and aptitude of the target learners. In essence, the
process of integrating the four skills enhances the focus on realistic or naturalistic
communication involving “the knowledge (linguistic competence) and its practice
(communicative competence)” (Norman et al., 1989, p. 154), which is inevitable for
developing EFL learners’ overall competence in English. In general, “Linguistic
competence is a part of communicative competence” (Brumfit and Johnson, 1985, p.
168). The following diagram will make the point clear:

CC = Communicative Competence
LC= Linguistic Competence

Figure 4 Linguistic and Communicative Competence (Adapted from Brumfit and
Johnson, 1985, p. 168)

17 Simple and complex integration

Interestingly, there are two ways of integrating skills: simple integration, whereby a
receptive skill serves as a model for a productive skill, and complex integration, which is
an amalgamation of multifarious activities involving different skills linked thematically.
What is worth pointing out here is that integrated language learning can be more
motivating as the learners are using the language for a real purpose, instead of just
cramming or practicing the grammar points, which is nothing but a drudgery. Integration
requires skillful teaching, and it can bring worthwhile results. To ensure interaction and
integration, our EFL teachers need to be trained both at home and abroad adequately as
was done through the English Language Teaching Improvement Project (ELTIP) and
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English in Action (EIA). Furthermore, the teacher-student ratio should be around 1:30,
and class time should be extended to ninety minutes in place of forty-five minutes.
Listening and speaking must be included in the formal assessment process because
washback effect matters a lot in teaching and learning. On top of that, proper teacher
development and adequate incentives are a must with a view to ensuring quality teaching-
learning. Highlighting the significance of integrated skills approach to L2 teaching,
Nunan is of the prudent view:

Rather than isolated skills in skill-specific classes (e.g., “English Grammar,”
“Writing,” “Listening and Speaking”), CBI (Content-Based Instruction)
practitioners use an integrated skills approach to language teaching, covering all
four language skills as well as grammar and vocabulary. ...a lesson may begin
with any skill, or alternatively, with focus on grammar and vocabulary (2003, p.
306).

18 Pair and group work for teaching and learning four skills in integration

By giving the target L2 learners tasks, McDonough and Shaw (2003) assert, that expose
them to the four core skills in conjunction, it is very much possible that they will gain a
deeper understanding of how communication works in the foreign language as well as
becoming more motivated when they see the value of performing tasks and activities in
the classroom. Morrow (1981, p. 61) wisely but wryly comments on teaching language
skills in isolation:

One of the significant features of communication is that it is a dynamic and
developing phenomenon. In other words, it cannot easily be analysed into
component features without its nature being destroyed in the process. It is of
course possible to identify various formal features of the way language is used
communicatively, and these can be studied individually. But the ability to handle
these elements in isolation is no indication of ability to communicate.
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19 Salient causes of low proficiency of Bangladeshi EFL learners

Referring to the state of low proficiency of Bangladeshi L2 learners and sorry state of
English education here, Kirkpatrick (2016, p. 11) quotes an array of linguists (Hamid and
Erling; Hamid and Baldauf) and points out that “English occupies a significant place in
the Bangladeshi curriculum and is a compulsory subject from grade 1, yet results are
unimpressive countrywide and even worse in rural areas”. He goes on to say that “Part of
this can be explained by a lack of teacher training, minimal resources, and low
expenditure on education” (p.11).

20 Conclusion

As a matter of fact, a host of remarkable pedagogical changes — a range of novel and
stimulating warm-ups and a wide variety of interesting and stimulating activity-based,
more or less student-centred and teacher-facilitated classes (in which teacher—student
ratio is around 1:30) conducted by efficient and thoroughly trained EFL teachers or ELT
experts with adequate audio-visual aids, moveable seating arrangements conducive to
adequate pair and group work, formative assessments along with summative ones of all
the four skills and command over BICS and CALP — can guarantee the effective and
desired teaching-learning of listening, speaking (two Cinderella skills) as well as reading
and writing through interaction and in integration. In essence, authority over the four core
skills of the world’s lingua franca can enable our target EFL/ESL learners to tie up with
41R and be turned into skilled and efficient workforce. By mastering one of the essential
soft skills of the 21% century, they will be able to pursue higher/vocational education at
home and abroad and contribute significantly to our economic emancipation. Attaching
enormous importance to our EFL/ESL learners’ mastering all the four core skills of
English in conjunction, Bangladesh National Curriculum explicitly states (2012b, p. 2):

The curriculum focuses on teaching-learning English as a skill-based subject so
that learners can use English in their real-life situations by acquiring necessary
language skills as well as knowledge, learning about cultures and values,
developing positive attitudes, pursuing higher education and having better access
to local and global employment.
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An eminent ELT practitioner of Bangladesh, Professor Hamidur Rahman (2021, p. 57),
also refers to the heartening matter that the government policy with regard to ELT in
Bangladesh has undergone changes at different times. Curricula have been revised, new
textbooks have been written, and novel approaches and methods have been advocated.
Teachers have been asked to move away from the Grammar-Translation Method (GTM)
and veer towards CLT. There also exists a negative attitude among the Bangladeshi
teachers towards CLT because demands have been made on them to change their habitual
practices and acquire new techniques to teach all four skills in integration. It would not be
possible to discard age-old Grammar-Translation Method (GTM); rather, a synthesis of
GTM and CLT can facilitate teaching-learning of the four core skills in conjunction,
which can turn our linguistically unequipped, conceptually barren, and communicatively
underprepared target EFL learners into linguistically sound, conceptually rich, and
communicatively competent human resources.
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Abstract

Kazi Motahar Hossain was one of the writers who considered social responsibility
as the key in bringing the Muslim society of Bengal in the 20th century into the
trend of progress. As a keen observer of contemporary events, he engaged in literary
work to express his thoughts on social education, culture and religion. The social
humanity he showed in removing the shadow of decadent values that stood as an
obstacle to the progress of the Bengali Muslim society, has been highlighted in the
article under discussion. Where there are contemporary Bengali Muslim societies
ideas, the development of the middle class, their mentality, religious beliefs,
reformation and reformation efforts. His memoirs and literary works and other
bibliographies have been used as material in the present essay.

Kazi Motahar Hossain (1897-1981), one of the messengers of the renaissance in the
Muslim society of Bengal in the 20th century, was an educator, scientist, mathematician,
numerologist, thinker, writer, musician, and chess player’. His career continued to cover
various topics including religion, education, society, literature, culture and sports. Kazi
Motahar Hossain's profound scholarship and knowledge can be found in his literary
works. Rachnabali is a bright sign of open mind, liberal thinking, thoughtfulness,
humanism, non-sectarian sense of life.

His keen interest in literature was evident from childhood. He got his first taste of literature
from the Palligram’s Punthipath event. Literary practice began during his studies at Kushtia
High School. His writing was inspired by the teacher Jyotindra Mohan Roy. Nazrul's
companionship and closeness left a deep impression on Motahar's mind.? The influence of
the Shika group in the formation of Motahar Hossain's personality and psyche is
particularly noteworthy. Motahar Hossain's open-mindedness, strong thinking and
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fearlessness in expressing his speech and comments on various social and cultural issues
originated from the Shika group. Motahar Hossain himself has raised the issue: The goals
and objectives with which we fought with an orthodox, culture-bound, progressive society
have been very successful-it can be said by looking at the progressive society of
Bangladesh today. But what we said that day was very difficult to say. But to have integrity
in our consciousness and we believe in the larger society's interest in changing the status
guo | did not hesitate to read it. (Motahar Hossain Rachnaboli, 1st Vol., 1976:6)

That writing has a strong social value, that the writer also has a social responsibility, should
remain, standing in the midst of adverse times and environment; Kazi Motahar Hossain
held pen with firm conviction after absorbing this fact at the beginning of the writer's life.
His first work 'Galileo' was published in Saugat magazine. A collection of transmission
essays was published in 1937. In 1955, Nazrul Kavya-Parichiti was published. The book
is basically a compilation of various parts of Nazrul Islam's songs and poems. It came out
in 1951 Aiming at that path. Hazrat Abu Bakr RA. And the death of Hazrat Omar.
Biographical essay inserted. Selected Essays was published in 1976 containing 24 essays.
Notable among his translation works are Symposium (Original Plato), (1965) Nivedan,
(Original Kazi Ashraf Mahmud's Hindi Poetry Invitation), Dataganj Baksh (Original
Shaikh Abdur Rashid's biography Life and Teachings of Hazrat data Ganj Baksh, 1968,
Birahi Original Kazi Ashraf Mahmud Hindi Poems Biyogi, 1968, Kutzmala (Original Kazi
Ashraf Mahmud's Hindi Poems Kutz', 1968 etc. Apart from books on literature, he also
wrote essential textbooks for several schools, colleges and universities. Among them
Modern Geography (1990), Sahitya Vikas (1951) Introduction to Geometry (1951),
Introduction to Bengali Grammar (1952), Pakistan and Earth (1952), Elements of
Statistics (1955), Literature (1957), History of Islam, Data-Mathematics (1969), History
of Mathematics (1970), Light Science, Volume 1, (1975), his poem 'Asa-Jawa’' published
in Agrahayan was compiled in Kavya Malanche edited by Kavi Abdul Qadir and Karim.

His works were original, translated and textbook. However, in the field of literature, Kazi
Motahar Hossain is better known as an essayist and critic. Most of the articles are related
to society, literature and culture. He also wrote some poems separately. The frank identity
of the writer’s personality and character is found in his memoirs. Associated with this were
two essays on music, science and philosophy of life.> The Sancharan Prabandha collection
received special praise from Rabindranath, Pramath Chowdhury, Upendranath
Gangopadhyay and others. Rabindranath's comment is quite suggestive:

| am satisfied to read the articles that you have published in your ‘Sancharan' book in which
you have translated the various ideas and topics of discussion into clear language. Your
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courage and originality of thought deserve applause. | wish you success in your pursuit of
literature. (Motahar Hossain Rachnaboli, 4th vol.1992:333)

The modern education system developed in Bengal in the early part of the 20th century
gave life to the renaissance, but its vibrancy in the Muslim society arose later. Bengali
Muslim society in the second decade not interested in the scientific method in the field of
education, got eduation in the medieval method in Maktab-Madrasa. naturally detached
from modern life and world. The schools were dilapidated, most of the primary teachers
were poorly educated and unskilled and their teaching methods and school curriculum were
not up to date in many cases. Writing practice started with clay on the floor. In later stages,
writing was taught on palm leaves, palm leaves etc. Pieces of straw or reed, bamboo
Kanchi, bird, peacock and goose feathers etc. were used as pens. The matter is reflected in
the memories of these contemporary Maktab Pathshalas. Kazi Motahar Hossain has
presented such a picture:

Our kali is not the ink of quingue, hero, pilot or black pill-it is dry bamboo bark burnt and
the ashes placed in a patil (or chapin) and first kneaded with a ‘nakur (small stick), then a
little dry acacia gum and little by little that ink is obtained by repeated mixing with water,
not raw ink. The duaat to keep them was a kind of muda duaat, which is still seen from
time to time among the deed-writers. Our paper was mainly banana leaves, but sometimes
long palm leaves were also used. The advantage of this is that once it is written, it can be
reused again and again by throwing it in hot water and removing the stains. In this rustic
simple system we have completed primary education almost free of cost. (Motahar,
smritikatha, 2007:19

As the infrastructure of primary education became largely religious, a student
had to acquire religious education before receiving general education. As a result, Muslim
students used to go to school later than Hindu students. Most students were irregular in
attendance and dropped out before completing primary school and relapsed into illiteracy.
In the work of Kazi Motahar Hossain, the picture of schools, colleges, etc. educational
institutions in different regions of Bengal becomes clear in this way:
The number of Muslim students was almost negligible. Apart from myself, cousin Belayet
and Baker Sheikh of Balrampur, no other Muslim student is mentioned. Amanat Mallik of
Bahadurpur and Jafar Sheikh Jadu Gachhu of Jaikrishtapur passed from Bagmara Lower
Primary School ... (7)
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Around 1917, Kazi Motahar Hossain was admitted to Dhaka College. In his description of
that time, it can be seen that among the students in the hostel, there were about 270 Hindus
and about 70 Muslims. That is, the ratio of Hindu students to Muslim students in the hostel
was roughly 4:1. And this ratio of the entire Dhaka College will be around 7:1. This is
because many Hindu students attended college from home, but the number of Muslim
students attending college from home was negligible. Again, the total number of Hindu
Muslim students in the college was about 850, out of which the number of Muslim students
was less than 110. However, at the time of the establishment of Dhaka University in 1921,
the total ratio of Hindu-Muslim students was about 3:1. "(53)

It may be mentioned that in the beginning of the 20th century, some political measures
taken by the British government in Bengal accelerated the spread of education. During this
period of British policy i.e. 1l. In the third decade, schools, colleges and universities were
built in the place of tol-chatushpathi, maktab, madrasa. As a result, a middle class gradually
emerged in Bengal. These individuals played an important role in the progress of education
by highlighting the obstacles of Muslims in the field of education in various ways. Kazi
Motahar Hossain highlighted the issue:

Sometime before this, the British Government had been somewhat sympathetic towards the
Muslims; Because of that, a large number of highly educated Muslims have appeared, who
can serve the country and their people by being employed in government jobs. ... Names of
particularly notable Muslim thinkers. Nawab Sir Salimullah, Sir Syed Ahmad Khan, Nawab
Bahadur Abdul Latif, Hakim Habibur Rahman, Abul Kashem Fazlul Haque, Nawab Ali
Chowdhury, Khawaja Nazimuddin, Ismail Hossain Sirazi, Abdur Karim, Nawab Yusufjan
Sahib, Yakub Ali Chowdhury, Rawshan Ali, Munshi Meherullah, Munshi Maziruddin,
Syed Abdul Quddus Rumi, Sir A. F. Rahman, Prof. Maulana Mohammad Erfan, Prof. Feda
Ali Khan, Prof. Abdur Rahman Khan, Dr. Muhammad Shahidullah, Mr. Fakhruddin
Ahmad, et al. Among them were sadasaya zamindars, rank-and-file officials, professors,
orators and personal advisors. (9)

Kazi Motahar Hossain while highlighting the expansion of education in Kushtia region
said that in 1912, a man named Aminul Islam became Deputy Magistrate. It was during his
tenure that 'Ezekiel Muslim Hostel' was established for Muslim students on the western
side adjacent to Kushtia School. He used to pay a substantial amount from his own pocket
to the superintendent of the said hostel for Muslim boys during the Eid Bakris for the feast
of the students; And among the meritorious students, he introduced a system of discounting
the accommodation and food expenses of three or four students. On that occasion, Kazi
Motahar Hossain used to get a discount on hostel accommodation (Taka two per month)
and food cost (Taka five-six per month). Instead these students are called 'monitors' or
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Sardar's students. Their duties were to keep a record of attendance and absence in the daily
attendance register, and to provide some assistance to the hostel superintendent by
supervising the work of the cooks and other servants and to maintain peace and order in
the student community."(31)

Kazi Motahar Hossain has also highlighted the pattern of punishment by teachers in his
childhood memories. As the government's generous attitude towards the teachers is
revealed, the nature of the teachers at that time also becomes clear in front of us: *Ashu
babu was a master of English, a tough guy. If he could not read, he would press the student's
two fingers with a pencil, sometimes he would hit the head and body with a scale, and
sometimes he would hit him with his umbrella’. During the discussion, many of the teachers
have fulfilled their professional responsibilities with commitment. He could remove the
dust of complexity from a very complex subject through simple elements and present it to
the students in simple language. In this case their only objective was the welfare of the
students. In 1917, Kazi Motahar Hossain highlighted how many teachers employed them
to instill moral thought in the minds of students: He often asked non-academic questions
and listened to our answers, but did not make any comments himself. One day, he raised a
guestion in the class, "Look, the Hindu boys will pray in the evening, and the Muslim boys
will also pray in the Maghrib, when it was seen that a house was on fire." Then which of
you will go first to put out the fire, and who will finish the worship first?”” Some of us gave
judgment on one side and some on the other side. | voted for Sandhya Ahnik or Namaz.
He only saw and heard, said nothing. Twenty or thirty years later, | met him once in Kushtia
and said, "Sir, you once asked us all a question while teaching in the fourth grade, I
understand now, | gave the wrong answer." He smiled and asked, "What's the question?" |
said, "Sir, I will first go to put out the fire, then go home and perform the 'Qaza’ prayer."
He patted me on the back and said, "Good, good." (36)

The reminiscences of student life by many eminent scholars in their writings show that the
personal influence of teachers on their self-development was far-reaching. The deep
erudition and strong personality of a large section of contemporary teachers mesmerized
the students. As a proverbial man of penance, many have kept alive the memory of their
teacher in their writings where it can be seen that they made a wonderful combination of
generosity with piety and kindness with dutifulness. He was deeply seated in the hearts of
students and colleagues. Kazi Motahar Hossain said:

When | think of Kushtia School, | first think of my beloved teacher Jyetin Babu. His full name
is Jyotindra Mohan Roy, Bardhishnu Nagar Bari Prame belongs to Pabna. When In (1911) was
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a student of the fourth standard, he used to teach us geography. | studied the geometry with him
in third grade ... In fourth grade my water springs: On hearing the news, my father came to school
to take me home. | was in class at that time. Jyoti Babu stopped teaching for a while and called
my father and told me in detail, what should | eat or what should | eat? How to always keep
mosquitos away from mosquitos, how to apply medicine and ointment, etc. | saw two drops of
water falling from Jyoti Babu's eyes. | realized how much he loves me, what special love and
care he has for me, how much he strives for my healing. One day, in third grade | was late to
school. In the afternoon he called me from the hostel. I thought he would scold me for being late
to school today. So | approached him with fear. He said, "I saw your clothes (washer) a little wet
today." You don't have any clothes, so it was late to dry the clothes? | remained silent. | thought
to myself, how did he feel? After that, he made a puppet and said, "This is it." | have brought a
dhoti, shirt and genji for you. He hesitated and said, "What are you ashamed of? Did your father
give Nitin? I see all of you as my own sons.” After that, can we not take love gifts? (34)

Kazi Motahar Hossain expressed his opinion very clearly and fearlessly for being
associated with the progressive cultural movement of the country. He protested against all
forms of social state injustice, communalism, conservatism and reactionism. In 1953, his
free-spirited speech at the literature fair held at Santiniketan caught the attention of the elite
society. In this context the progressive literature of Kolkata Natun Sahityapatra in its report
mentions:

Dr. Kazi Motahar Hussain, in a crisp, simple, erudite speech, declared one key point-which
will be remembered by all: his warning against the Hinduization or based Islamization of
literature. He said-"Literature will not be caste biased if water is referred to as water-it will
be caste if Jalchouki is Panichowki, water path is Jalpath, Jalyoga is Paniyoga, Jalpani or
water-seeker is called water-seeker."(Quoted in: Motahar Hossain Rachnaboli, 4th
vo0l.1992:345-46)

Kazi Motahar Hossain in his memoirs of Kushtia mentions how mutual harmony and
compassion flowed towards each other in hundreds of ways, breaking the barriers of
touching the strictness and prohibitions of various customs from outside:

Not to mention a word about Phanindranath. We appeared at the matriculation exam to 23
students from Kushtia School. Due to the onset of spring in Calcutta, arrangements are made to
hold the exam at the Pabna center. Our accommodation at Pabna Collegiate School was that we
did not know the mosquito infestation there. So many of us did not take mosquito nets with us.
Only Fonindra brought mosquito nets. Everyone will be bitten by mosquitoes, and Fanindra
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will sleep with mosquito nets? And only me or how to get in the mosquito net. So, Fanindra
and Mushari do not sleep; Let everyone speed. How many people can consider such? This is
definitely a sign of great character. (Motahar, 2007:42)

When the sky of Bengal's politics is filled with the poison of communalism, the Muslim
Literary Society was born in the beginning of 1926 with the aim of involving the society
mind in the progress of the age by keeping liberal and rational ideals in front. Kazi Motahar
Hossain, a member of this society, said:

As one of the patrons of free intellect in 1926, a public organization called ‘Muslim Literary Society’
was established. The question may arise here, how can it be called universal when the first word of
this organization is 'Muslim'? Answer: Kazi Abdul Odud (brain), Syed Abul Hussain (hands-feet-
body) Kazi Motahar Hussain heart); The words in brackets were introduced by Surendranath Maitra,
Principal of Dhaka Intermediate College. He was present at almost all our meetings, and gave
lectures from time to time. The mouthpiece of this society was an annual magazine called Shikha;
It recorded all the papers read at the Annual Meeting and the President's Address and the Editor's
comments. Many articles read in other meetings were published in magazines such as Saugat,
Mohammadi, Pravasi, Bharat Varsha etc. None of these articles were sectarian or promoted the
superiority of any particular religion. However, the cautionary word 'Muslim' was included at the
beginning (perhaps) so that the backward Muslim society of the time would not think of us as
Christians, atheists, Jews or pagans, as intelligence and knowledge were highly valued. This warning
is probably Syed Abul Hussain's manipulation; However, it is not that we have to endure less
trouble. Only the names of the first, second and third men identified by Maitra Mashay are
mentioned above. Besides, many others small and large, were associated with the ‘Shikha group’.

(66)

In reference to the family of Retired Magistrate Shri Girish Chandra Nag, Kazi Motahar
Hossain's reminiscence reveals the contemporary social psyche. Leela Nag used to study
one class below her in Dhaka College. He never seen a socialite and dignified woman like
her. The theory of which is that women must be earners, otherwise they will never be
respected by men. So, he arranged for sale by painting beautiful designs on girls'
handkerchiefs, tablecloths, etc. By selling all these, he opened up a way of earning for the
girls. Their friends used to help in selling all these works. They had a union. Leela and
Kazi Motahar were the joint vice presidents of the association, Mrs. Sujatha Roy's husband
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Mr. Satyendra Kumar Roy (Professor of English) was the president. Not only this, he also
created Armanitola Girls' School, Kamrunnesa Girls' High School at Tikatuli and the 'Nari
Shiksha Mandir' on the other side of the then Nawabi Bridge for girls' education. Ori
opened a primary girls' school near her house in Kayetuli. It gradually expanded to become
the present two-storied college covering the whole of Girish Nag's old house. This place
still seems to be a sacred place of pilgrimage to him. As soon as Kazi Motahar Hossain
appeared, Girish Babu used to call the housewife and say, "Look, our Kazi Sahib is coming,
arrange his food soon". There was always an allocation of milk, curd, chire, murki, khai
for him. Every year from 1930 onwards, he stayed as an overseas lecturer (invited guest)
at the Indian Statistical Institute in Barahnagar area of North Kolkata. Leela Devi used to
come to meet him when he got news; And he invited him to his house and fed him Khichuri
Polao etc. Even in Dhaka, when they lived in Bharate Bari (Rented house) in their village,
Kazi Motahar's wife used to go to their house, he also came to meet them, and discussed
with his wife about women mangal and women's status. (58)

Kazi Motahar Hossain did not hesitate to express his opinion regarding the national
language, language reform, font change etc. In contemporary times, a strong tendency to
ignore Bengali language and adopt Urdu as their own language can be noticed. There was
a belief and idea prevalent among a section of the Bengali Muslim community that
Muslims did not need to learn Bengali language. Foreign languages like English should
not be learned at all but Arabic language must be learned. Many people in the society had
the idea that the mother tongue of Bengali Muslims is not Bengali. Motahar Hossain's
speech regarding the national language was the most revolutionary, clear and fearless. He
unequivocally states:

... Itis natural and appropriate that East Pakistan's royal language or state language be Bengali.
Some forward-looking Bengalis are already hearing the sound of Urdu. But their judgement
cannot be appreciated. ... All these sayings are expressions of the ignorant and malnourished
mind of the "koler manush™. This will break the national backbone of Bengali. As a result of
this, Bengali Hindu-Muslims will be freed from the hands of British-Raj and will fall under the
control of Punjab-Sindhu-Baluchi Raj. In the blind frenzy of religion, many are shouting Urdu.
But as | have already said, if not through the Bengali language, the true sense of religion or
traditional knowledge will never enter the heart of a Bengali. (Motahar Rachanaboli, 4" vol.,
1976: 58)
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According to him, we have to spend Mohabesh. You have to verify the subject and matter
with your eyes. That movement will be our true independent movement. The only help for
this is the proper practice of the mother tongue and the acquisition of its correct knowledge
through the medium of some beautiful attractive or attractive mother tongue. In his article
'State language and the language problem of East Pakistan' published within a month of
the establishment of Pakistan on September 15, 1947, he identified indifference towards
the mother tongue as the reason for the decline of Bengali Muslim society. In this context,
he mentions two more reasons in the discussion article. One. Neglect of mother tongue
Bengali; Two. Urdu language is considered related to religious language Undue attraction
or infatuation. He mentioned: Motahar Hossain demanding to make the mother tongue the
vehicle of education mentioned in the context of education, "The mother tongue will be the
vehicle of education in the university as well." Then knowing English will not be necessary
for higher education assistance... (59)

In 1947 and 1971, he spoke out against the attempts of the West Pakistani ruling class to
make Urdu the state language. Because smoldering discontent cannot be suppressed for
long. Soon, then, there is a danger that East-West relations will end. (59) Through the
course of history, this cautionary saying has gained extreme truth value. Because in fact
the language movement was mainly responsible for the mental separation and gap between
East and West Pakistan.

Motahar's work presents a piecemeal picture of the degenerate values of prejudice, child
marriage, polygamy, concubinage, in-law torture, lack of education, etc. prevailing in the
contemporary Bengali Muslim women's society and the history of its evolution. Violence
against women is not an isolated incident in the Muslim society during the period under
discussion. The subject is depicted in various ways in many places in his works. While
drawing a pathetic picture of a poor and helpless woman named Kulsoom in the story
‘Samajchitra’, he mentions:

... Kulsoom used to arrange all the affairs of Nasir miya with such painstaking care that even
a temperamental person like him could not get upset with her. Instead, after six months, he
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‘exposed’ Kulsoom. He wanted to leave Kulsoom there when he resigned from his job as
Nasir Mia and returned to the country after four years. Sharif people of that time had such
custom; Wherever they went, whenever they got a chance, they would greet Atraf’s daughter,
and suddenly one day they would leave. He did not feel it necessary to think about what will
happen to the poor person. But Kulsum did not leave the company of her husband. But if she
has to promise that she will not be able to reveal Nick's words to anyone, she will have to
live like a maid in every way, and she will have to earn and eat by working ten times. Fearing
Nasir Mia's disgrace or loss of caste, Kulsoom renounced all rights from that day—her tears
turned into condensed shadows ... Her name is Panchi's ma” (Sirazul,1983:416)

Music was not viewed favorably in the society. There were two reasons for the obstruction.
The reluctance of the Muslim society about sensitive subjects like fine arts due to the
contemporary political situation. Religious restrictions. However, the members of Dhaka's
'Muslim Sahitya Samaj' (Muslim Literary Society} were the first to comment in favor of
music practice. They present music as the patron of Sukumar scholarship. He also
expressed the opinion that cultural practice is a way to improve the overall quality of
Bengali Muslims. As a member of this society, Motahar Hossain's passion for music as
well as literature was noticeable. Muslims in music, Bengali songs, Rabindranath in music,
my friend Nazrul in his songs, his essays and discussions about musical tone of music
testify to his love and passion and expertise towards music as well as made the
contemporary Muslim society shine. According to him, the Muslim society has deprived
itself of joy for a long time and thus they are homeless in a sense. When he is homeless,
people call him a homeless person. Muslim society is real, so homeless people yearn for a
little happiness but they don't get it. A The people of the society are also a little happy,
greedy, thirsty, but where to get it? One of the reasons why a Muslim does not have a home
is the lack of means of pleasure. Muslims don't sing. Will not paint, in a word, will not be
in any form of interesting fine art. He mentions in the article ‘Ananda and Muslim Homes’:
‘If you don't see joy and profession in the world, then come and go to this Muslim society
of Bengal. You must obey the command of this call: and you must be happy in it. If you
want to get pleasure in any other way, it will be bed’at and haram’. (Shikha:1334, Quoted
in Sirazul,1983:534-36)

In 1927, Nazrul performed the opening song of the first annual conference of the ‘Muslim
Literary Society in Dhaka’ and the audience even Mullah-Maulbira were captivated by the
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euphoria of that song. Then Kazi Motahar Hossain was also hypnotized by that magical
effect. He read an essay on 'Muslims in Music Practice' at the literary conference. And the
words that came out of the mouths of the Mullah community after listening to his article
were: "Babbaah! Even in the beard, so much kufr?” And the words that came out after
listening to Nazrul's song were:”Ba! Ba! What a beautiful Islamic song-just like a ghazal!”
It should be noted that Nazrul's gathering of well-known allegories of Urdu-Persian
literature, Sanai of Shahi Durbar, Nupur Jhankar of Rupwali, Shiri-Farhad and Laili-
Majnoor Majlis overflowing from 'Palash Ashok' in the joy of the festival, Hinduani's 'Ful
Dalite' A slight odor was not detected.* (Motahar, 2007:91-92) He said in Sancharan:
The essence of national life is revealed through music. The deep feeling of the heart, which
has an unpredictable shadowy form, is best expressed through the obscurity of music. ...
The play of musical tones is like stirring a cotton ball and awakens the imagination of a
complete beauty or form in the mind. (Motahar, 1969: 67)

Various traditional reforms and superstitions prevailing in the society take a complex shape
in the contemporary Bengali Muslim society. The lower middleclass Muslims understood
religion only as superstition and bigotry. There was no argument between them about
religion. As the reason for the backwardness of the society, this issue has emerged
obliquely like other subjects in his writings:
...we want to remove the ingrained superstitions and long-accumulated rubbish of the present
Muslim society. We don't want to dream of happiness while drowning in the fascination of the
past - we want to jump into the stream of action and glorify the future of Islam. We want to
show our sense of responsibility by steering the way of thinking of the society from the crooked
and crooked path to the simple true path of love and beauty. (Shikha Quoted in: Laila, 1989:120)

In a conservative, fanatical social environment, his science minded thinking was
revolutionary against the background of the time. can be said in the essay 'Religion and
Society' his bold voice of conscience echoes:
As long as Sanskar keeps pace with intelligence, he can create many things with his living energy.
But when this reform overshadows reason and judgment, it turns into superstition. Common
people forget the real essence of religion and consider all these external reforms as religion - these
are dearer than their lives. In fact, these are the religions for them ... (Motahar Rachanabali, Ist
vol.,1985:140)
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That refers, failing to understand the true meaning of religion, they consider external
reforms as religion. He talked about analyzing religion in terms of age and accepting it in
life. If scriptures or religious beliefs are considered immutable, the main purpose of
religion-inspiration which is peace and profit, is destroyed. Religion in conflict with
science and reason (i.e. with the progressive development of knowledge, judgment and
intellect) A slight change in accessory beliefs is not harmful, but rather necessary. Like
this, the real religion is not scratched by the change. (141)

Conclusion

Kazi Motahar Hossain's writings are an excellent attempt to prepare the field of social
progress through the spread of contemporary education, the practice of logic, patriotism,
humanity, open minded practice, sports -programs and above all the creation of modern
ideas. His role in the establishment of liberal humanism was unique in the introduction of
progressive ideas in the formation of society in the pursuit of knowledge. It depicts the
evolution of the Bengali Muslim society of that time. This eminent writer and literary man
was able to identify the superstitions that kept the Muslim society stagnant in the first half
of the 19th century and tried to move the society forward by expressing his experienced
thoughts through writing. He was always trying to build a society of humanity and liberal
thinking.

1. 1. In 1915, he passed the first division entrance examination from the Kushtia High English
School. In 1917, he passed ISC from Rajshahi College by securing fourteenth rank in the first
division. In 1919 from Dhaka College with honors in Physics B. SC and M. in 1921 from Calcutta
University in second class in the same subject. Passed SC. He received his Ph. D. degree from
Dhaka University in 1950 in computer science without the help of a supervisor. His career began in
1921. In June of this year, he joined Dhaka University as a lecturer in the Department of Physics.
He taught till 1975. In 1975 he got the status of National Professor of Bangladesh. From 1926 to
1935, he was associated with the ‘Buddhir Mukti Movement’ and the society's mouthpiece Shikha
as a member of the ‘Muslim Literary Society’. Edited Dilruba magazine since 1950. From 1949 to
1958 served as the President of the ‘Pakistan Literary Council’. He received Bangla Academy
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Literary Award (1966), Dhaka University Honorary DSC (1974), Independence Day Award (1979)
besides Nasiruddin Gold Medal (1977), Muktadhara Sahitya Award (1980), etc.

2 . In this regard, He mentioned: The days of intimacy with Nazrul are invaluable assets of my
literary life. Acuity in vision (as a scientist) was already there, but coming in contact with Nazrul,

I learned to think of people closer, closer. If this rare human feeling has really come to some
extent, then at least 12 if not 16 years of it have been influenced by Nazrul.

3. At various times, his articles, speeches, book reviews, interviews have been published in various
literary anthologies including Bangla Academy Patrika, Bangla Development Board Patrika,
Sahitya Patrika, Nazrul Academy Parikram Book, Samakal, Maheno, Ittefag, Dainik Pakistan,
Dilruba, Lok Sahitya Patrika, etc. Many of his works have been published in Pravasi, Sawgat,
Mohammadi, Shikha, Bulbul, Moazzin newspapers in the past. Kazi Motahar Hossain has also
translated several poetry books of Kazi Ashraf Mahmud including a poem by Maxim Gorky under
the name 'Jhoro Bajer Gan'. 1336

4 . Kazi Motahar Hossain mentioned in the commemoration of Dhaka University - "Taja Batajar"
singer poet Nazrul Islam in his famous song "Asile ke go guest Uaye Nishan Sonali Navin threw
flower branches on his way. It is surprising that everyone present is a supporter. Whether he was a
Saugat Panthi or Mohammadi Panthi was completely enthralled by the song. All the Majlis became
guljars. At least at that time, no one raised the question whether the music was permissible or not.
(Motahar, 2007:92)
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Zeno’s Paradox: A Mathematical Exposition
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Abstract

About 2,500 years ago, the Greek philosopher Zeno of Elea, was a
disciple of Parmenides. He asked a simple question that turned out to be
exceedingly difficult to answer. He is well known as the author of several
ingenious arguments to prove the impossibility of motions. We can ask:
how can an arrow travel from the bow of the archer to its target? If it
could really move, then, at any place in its (assumed) path, it would be
exactly where it is. It would be occupying a space equal to itself. For this
reason, there would be no extra space in which to move. Again, at any
moment or point of time, it is where it is. The moment is in divisible. The
arrow could not be at one place in one part of the moment and at another
place at another part of the moment. It simply would have no space or
time in which to move. At every point in its trajectory it would be at rest.
So, it cannot possibly move. Hence, Zeno concluded that motion is an
illusion. The aim of this paper is to explain firstly the Zeno’s arguments
concerning space and motion, and secondly we would like to analyze it
from the mathematical point of view.

1. Zeno’s Argument Concerning Space and Motion:

Zeno’s paradoxes are primarily about the possibility of motion. Parmenides
had combated pluralism. He had declared change and motion to be illusion.
Zeno, a strong supporter of the theory of Parmenides, attempted to prove it.
According to him, change and motion are impossible even on the pluralistic
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hypothesis. Parmenides denied the existence of the empty space. Zeno tries to
support this denial by reducing the opposite view of absurdity. Assume for a
moment that there is a space in which things are. If it is something, it will
itself be in space. That space will itself be in space, and so on indefinitely.
Here we can say that this is absurdity. Things, according to Zeno, are not in
space or in any empty void. Therefore, both Parmenides and Zeno were quite
right to deny the existence of a void.!

Zeno also denied the reality of motion. In support of this statement concerning
motion he gave the following argument: first, according to him, let us assume
that we want to cross a stadium or race course, In order to do so, we would
have to traverse an infinite number of points. Moreover, we would have to
travel the distance in finite time, if we wanted to get the other side at all. Now
the questions arise that how can we traverse an infinite number of points, and
so an infinite distance, in a finite time? It can be pointed out that we cannot
cross the stadium. In fact, we must conclude that no object can traverse any
distance whatsoever, and that all motion is consequently impossible.?

Second, let us assume that Achilles and a tortoise are going to have a race, we
know that Achilles is a sportsman, so he gives the tortoise a start. Now, by the
time that Achilles has reached the place from which the tortoise started, the
latter has again advanced to another point. It is important to note that when
Achilles reaches that point, then the tortoise will have advanced still another
distance, even if very short. We can represent this argument of Zeno by a
diagram below:

Achilles is always coming nearer to the tortoise. But Achilles never actually
overtakes it. Ty is the starting point of Tortoise and A1 is the starting point of
Achilles. Whenever Tortoise move from Ty to T2 then Achilles moves from Az
to A2 and so on. This moving process will be going on infinitely (time). From
the diagram it is proven that the Tortoise will win the race competition.

The Achilles never can do so, on the supposition that a line is made up of an
infinite number of points [i.e, «—..cocvuirernnnee —], for then Achilles would
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have to traverse an infinite distance. According to Pythagorean hypothesis?,
Achilles will never catch up the tortoise. Although they assert the reality of
motion, the Pythagorean make it impossible on their own doctrine. For it
follows that the slower moves as fast as the faster.

Third, let us assume a moving arrow. According to Pythagorean theory the
arrow should occupy a given position in space. But to occupy a given position
in space is to be at rest. Therefore, the flying arrow is at rest, which is a
contradiction.* We know the idea that the arrow flies through space. But in
order to reach its destination, it must pass over a series of points in space.
Hence it must successively occupy these different points [i.e., we assume these
points are: X1, X2, X3,..]. Now it is important to note that, to occupy a point of
space at given moment, means to be at rest. Here we can say that the arrow is
at rest and its moment is but illusory.

The moving arrow goes from distance A to B (figure-1). Here, A is the starting
point and B is the last point where it moves. Here AB line is = X1+X>+X3 But
the arrow is stationary to its own space, i.e., if we assume that the length of
arrow is the same length of Xi, Xz and Xs at each points respectively, is
stationary to its space.X1, X2 and Xz So it does not move. Therefore, X1 = 0
(Length), similarly X> = 0 and Xs= 0; at every point or its trajectory it would
be at rest. Symbolically this can be shown as:

X1=0 [arrow is stationary and no move]
X2 =0 [arrow is stationary and no move]

Xz =0 [arrow is stationary and no move]

Thus, AB = X1+Xo+X3=0+0+0
~ AB =0 [No space moves]
~AB=0.... (D
But practically (in real distance) AB #0 .... (I).
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Then, equation (I) and (I) are clearly contradictory. We know
that a paradox is generally a puzzling conclusion we seem to be driven
towards by our reasoning, but which is highly counterintuitive, nevertheless.

v
v

Figure: 1 (moving arrow).

Additionally, if movement takes place, it can take only in space, If space is a
reality, it exist somewhere, that is, in a space, which in turn exists in another
space, and so on. Thus motion is impossible from every point of view. We
cannot suppose it to be real, unless we are willing to affirm an absurdity.

Aristotelean Argument:

Fourth, we know that the fourth argument of Zeno was given by Avristotle.
According to this argument, we have to represent to ourselves three sets of
bodies on a stadium or race-course. One set is stationary, the other two are
moving in opposite directions to one another with equal velocity. Let us
consider the below figure:

A’s 1112|3456 7|38

817 ] 6 5 4 3 2 1 B —

Figure: 2
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From the above figure 2, the A’s are stationary; the B’s and C’s are moving in
opposite directions with the same velocity. Now they will come to occupy the
following positions:

A’s 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8

B’s 8 7 6 5 4 3 2 1

C’s 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8

Figure: 3

It is important to realize from the figure 3 that in attaining this second position
the front of B1 has passed four of the A’s , while the front of C1 has passed all
the B’s. If a unit of length is passed in a unit of time, then the front of B1 has
taken half the time taken by the front of C1 in order to reach the position of
Fig.3. On the other side the front of B has passed all the C’s, just as the front
of Cihas passed the all the B’s. Here the time of their passage must then be
equal. We are left then with the absurd conclusion that the half of a certain
time is equal to the whole of that time®.

2. An Explanation from Differential Calculus:

Calculus was invented in the late 1600’s by Newton and Leibnitz. Their
calculus is a technique for treating continuous motion as being composed of an
infinite number of infinitesimal steps. Most mathematicians and physicists
believed that continuous motion should be modeled by a function which takes
real numbers representing time as its argument and which gives real numbers
representing spatial position and its value. This positional function should be
continuous or gap-free. In calculus, it is easy to make a distinction between
being in motion at a point and being at rest at a point. In order to explain this,
first we have to know what the rate of change and derivative is.
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Change in dependent variable due to one unit change in independent variable
is called the rate of change in the dependent variable with respect to
independent variable.

Assume a function y = f (x) in which y depends on x.

Suppose Ax unit change in x causes Ay unit change in y. Therefore, rate of
change in y with respect to x isj—i. Derivative (Z—z) measures the rate of change

. d A | .
in y when Ax approaches to zero. In other words, == =Limit=%. Here simply
dx Ax - 0 4x

d A . .- . . .
assume the ﬁ andﬁ are same. This process of finding derivative is called

differentiation.®

Aristotle had a way of resolving Zeno’s paradox. His resolution involved
distinguishing between space and time being in themselves divided into parts
without limit and simply being divisible without limit. According to him, no
magnitude is truly composed of parts. Although it may be divisible into parts
without limit, the continuum is given before any such resulting division into
parts. Indeed, Aristotle denied that there could be any non-finite parts. This is
called a “Finitist”. This indicates that non-finite ‘parts’ cannot be parts of
space or time. As he thought that no magnitude can be composed of what has
no extension. This means that an arrow can only be “at rest” if it is at the same
place at two separate times. For Aristotle, both rest and motion can only be
defined over a finite increment of time. Later the notion of an instantaneous
velocity came to be accepted. This includes the case where the velocity is
zero.’

Bishop Berkeley [with Newton] took a skeptical line about the possibility of
instantaneous velocities. In the calculation of a derivative, let us consider the
following fraction:

f(x+0x) — f(x) / 6,

Here ox is a very small quantity. In the elementary case where f(x)=x?, for
example, we get

(X+0X)? — X%ox

=>X2+ 2.X.0x +0x°— X2/ Ox
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=>2.x.0x + OX2/0X ......... (1)
=> 2x + ox
22X FO0X ...l (1)

And then to 2x + dx, with dx being subsequently set to zero to get the exact
derivative 2x. Berkeley objected that only if ox was not zero could one first
divide through by it, and so one was in no position, with the result of that
operation, to then take Jx to be zero. On the other side, according to Newton’s
calculus, if it took Jx to be zero, it seemed, required the impossible notion of
an instantaneous velocity. Aristotle had denied this in connection with his
analysis of Zeno’s paradoxes.®The association between derivative and motion,
Newton use the term ‘fluxion’. This involved the idea that increment ox was
never zero, but merely remained a still finite “infinitesimal”.

According to Aristotle, infinites, such as the possible successive division of a
line, were only ‘potential’ not ‘actual’. An actual infinite division would end
up with non-existensional and non-finite points.

We shall explain Zeno’s arrow in the following way by Bertrand Russell. Let
us consider the following arrow’s figure:

AX1
s S XY XXX XX Y T 2
At1
Axo
—  —> o000 00N
At
Ax3
— poeoon»
° Ats
[ ]
[ ]
dx .
e Instantaneous Velocity
t

Figure 4: Zeno’s Arrow
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Let us pick one point in the arrow; we say its center of mass. Then, the motion
of the arrow is defined by the position of that point at each moment of time.
The calculus defines instantaneous velocity as the derivative of space with

respect to time, i.e., %. The value of the derivative at time t is the

instantaneous velocity at that time. If % = 0, the arrow is not moving at t.°

According to Bertrand Russell, because of the definition of the derivative, this
answer to Zeno begs the question. To define the derivative at time towe
consider the distance the object travels in a finite time span At, which includes

to. The ratio % is its average speed in the in time span At. The operation is
repeated for smaller and smaller values of At. The derivative at the moment to
is the limit of the ratio % as At goes to Zero.1°

For this reason, the definition of the derivative requires consideration of
motions over finite stretches of space and time, precisely the kind of motion
Zeno claimed to be impossible. To define the derivative, we have to suppose
that the conclusion of Zeno’s argument is false.''This would only evade the
problem, not answer it.

Russell then offered an alternative solution of Zeno’s paradox. As we have
already stated, the motion of the arrow can be represented by nothing the
position of its center of mass at each moment in the duration of its flight.
Russell proposed an “at-at” theory of motion.*2

It is important to say that the arrow moving from A to B indicates that it
occupies each point in its trajectory at each corresponding moment of time. He
does not say that it zips rapidly through these points. If we consider the
arrow’s state of motion at just one moment, without taking into account its
position at any other time, the instantaneous velocity has no meaning.*®

If we ask how the arrow gets from the beginning of the path A to the midpoint
C, Russell answers that it is by occupying each point between these two points
at the appropriate time. Again, if we ask how the arrow gets from one point to
the next, he reminds us that there is no next point — between any two points in
its continuous path there are infinitely many others.*
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According to Salmon, Russell’s solution to the arrow paradox is completely
satisfactory. In addition, it indicates an analogous approach to the concept of
causal transmission. According to him, instead of an arrow, for example, we
think of a bullet shot from a gun, when the bullet leaves the gun, marks are
made upon it that enable experts to identify the gun from which the bullet was
shot. The moving bullet is a causal process; the marks are transmitted. Once
the marks have been imposed by the interaction of the bullet with the gun,
they remain on the bullet as it travels. It is important to note that the mark is
transmitted indicates that it is at the appropriate place in the process at the
appropriate time. Moreover, the bullets transmit mass, a conserved quantity in
this non -relativistic context. It possesses a certain mass when it exists from
the gun. It continues to possess that same mass without any further
interactions to replenish mass. Here the mass in question is at the appropriate
place at the appropriate stage in the evolution of this process. For this reason,
we can adapt Russell’s “at-at” theory of motion to an “at-at” theory of causal
transmission.®®The significance of this theory is that the bullet transmits
information. The marks identify the gun from which it was shot. According to
Salmon, it also transmits causal influence. If the bullet strikes a person, it will
produce a wound — possibly a fatal wound.

3. Mathematical Exposition:

The oldest ‘solution’ to the paradox was done from a purely mathematical
perspective. The claim admits that, there might be an infinite number of jumps
that we would need to take. But that each new jump got smaller and smaller
than the prior one. Therefore, as long as we could demonstrate that total sum
of every jJump we need to take adds to a finite value, it doesn’t matter how
many chunks we divide it into. For example, if the total journey is defined to
be 1 unit, then we could get there by adding half after half after half, etc. The
series 1/2+1/4+1/8+...does indeed converge to 1, so that we wind up covering
the entire needed distance if we add an infinite number of terms.

Suppose, series =1/2+1/4+1/8+...
2* series=2[1/2+1/4+1/8+...]
=1+ [1/2+1/4+1/8+...]
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Therefore, [2*(series)-(series)] = (1+1/2+1/4+1/8+...)-(1/2+1/4+1/8+...)
=1.

But it is also flawed. This mathematical line of reasoning is only good enough
to show that the total distance we must travel converses to a finite value. It
does not tell us anything about how long it takes us to reach our destination;
this is the tricky part of the paradox *°.

4. Concluding Remarks:

Many thinkers, both ancient and contemporary, tried to resolve this paradox
by invoking the idea of time. According to Ethan Siegel, pure mathematics
alone cannot provide a satisfactory solution to the paradox!’. He argues that
the reason is simple: the paradox isn’t simply about dividing a finite thing up
into an infinite number of parts, rather about the inherently physical concept of
a rate. Although the paradox is usually posed in terms of distance alone, the
paradox is really about motion, which is about the amount of distance covered
in a specific amount of time. He also argues that objects can move from one
location to another in a finite amount of time. Their velocity are not always
finite, but because they don’t change in time unless acted upon by an outside
force. This is basically Newton’s first law'®, but applied to the special case of
constant motion. There is an explicit relationship between distance, velocity
and time. So, motion from one place to another is possible. This is still an
interesting exercise not only for philosophers and mathematicians, but also
physicists who have extended it to quantum phenomena to resolve Zeno’s
paradox.

The arguments of Zeno are mere sophistries on the part of Zeno. These
arguments are ingenious tricks. They err by supposing that a line is composed
of points and time of discrete moments. It may be that the solution of the
riddles is to be found in showing that the line and time are continuous and not
discrete. In this sense, Zeno was not concerned to hold that they are discrete.
On the other hand, he is concerned to indicate absurd results which follow
from supposing that they are discrete. Zeno believed that motion is an illusion
and is impossible. The assumption of its possibility leads to contradictory and
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absurd conclusions. According to Copleston, this hypothesis of Zeno does
nothing to explain motion, but only leads one in absurdities.’°For this reason,
Zeno reduced the hypothesis of his adversaries to absurdity. This indicates that
the real result of his dialectic was not so much to establish Parmenidean
monism.

Aristotle’ resolving Zeno’s paradoxes convinced most people until more
recent times. His notion of an instantaneous velocity came to be accepted. But
Zeno’s paradoxes lead us into twentieth century developments in the area of
logical paradoxes, a branch of formal logic, intensional logic, and
mathematics.
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Abstract

Rabindranath Tagore showed multifarious skills as a poet, storyteller, novelist,
playwright, lyricist, singer, composer, painter, educator, essayist, and philosopher
in his vibrant, long and successful career. Although his words about education
were spoken centuries ago, they are still surprisingly contemporary. His thoughts
on child education make us think anew. His educational concepts and theories are
the core of child development, present in the National Education Policy of
Bangladesh. In the following paper, an attempt will be made to evaluate the
reflection of his philosophy on the pre-primary and primary levels of the existing
Educational Policy of Bangladesh. Secondary sources were used to collect data for
the study, which was analysed qualitatively. The research methodology employed
here includes historical approaches. According to him, the cornerstone of a perfect
human future is laid in childhood. Therefore, he believes that education should be
simple, child-centric, basic, simple, modern, mother language based, independent,
joyful, scientific, technical, fearless, and in a natural environment. Tagore's
educational and philosophical ideas can be used to help children develop their
spiritual, moral, and aesthetic values, as well as their academic abilities when they
are implemented into educational policy. It is widely visible in the pre-primary and
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primary stages of the education policy of Bangladesh which is vastly commendable
in terms of an efficient education system.

Keywords: Rabindranath Tagore, Education, Educational Philosophy, Educational
Practices, Pre-primary Education, Primary Education, Child Development, National
Education Policy-2010.

Introduction

“At first, children must gather knowledge through their life, and it is their first love.
All its colour and movement attract their eager attention, and then they will renounce
their lives to gain knowledge”- Rabindranath Tagore

Rabindranath was an Indian at heart, but he did not consider himself to be a
member of any specific race or community intellectually. He was perpetually the
spokesperson or the voice for all of humanity (Md. Saiful 2012, 11). Rabindranath
Tagore, a Bengali philosopher and educator, exposed the world to his educational
theory at the dawn of the twentieth century, sparking a new era of revolutionary reform.
His passion for the educational system stems from his own traumatic school
experiences as a child (Abdullah 2006, 119). Later, his ideas on education were
expanded upon, published in important works, and used to influence educational
reform in a number of settings.

His thoughts are a synthesis of Eastern and Western perspectives (Danes 2019,
285-292; Nisha and D.S. 2016, 69-72). According to him, every human being
possesses a great soul with the capacity to grow into a superhuman being of the
universal soul, but this can only be accomplished through education. He argues that the
primary goal of education is to provide people with the tools they need to achieve their
own personal fulfilment. A country's educational system should be capable of fostering
the holistic development of its citizens, placing equal value on the acquisition of
theoretical as well as practical skills (Nisha and D.S. 2016, 69-72).
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As a child, he did not participate in the conventional educational system. His
education was taken care of by a private tutor who came to his house. From an early
age, he never showed any interest in pursuing a conventional education. Rabindranath
wrote in his book Jibansmriti that during the short amount of time, he spent in school,
the lessons, the environment, and the school days seemed to him like "a daily allotment
in the mouth."”

Children represent the most precious resource available to the common people.
When the painter Ananda Kumar Swamy saw Rabindranath's works, he had the
impression that the artist had depicted the world as seen through the eyes of a child
(Md. Saiful 2012, 10).

Even though Rabindranath presented several concepts and perspectives on
education centuries ago, his influence is still noticeable in Bangladesh's contemporary
education policy. His thoughts on education make us think anew. Tagore's approach to
education is based on four key principles: naturalism, humanism, internationalism, and
idealism (Ankhi 2021, 3984-3987; Thriveni 2018).

Bangladesh's first education policy was implemented 49 years after
independence. The country's first education commission, led by Dr. Kudrat-e-Khuda,
a prominent scientist and educator, was formed shortly after independence to formulate
education policy. After extensive scrutiny, the Commission formulates a people-
oriented modern and science-based education policy, which also reflects many aspects
of Rabindranath's philosophy of education. However, Dr. Kudrat-e-Khuda's proposed
education policy was not implemented. After that, work on the Education Policy 2000
got back on track, but it wasn't released until the end. Shortly after taking responsibility,
the government initiated the formulation and implementation of an education policy.
In less than four months, National Professor Kabir Chowdhury and Dr. Kazi
Khaliquzzaman Ahmed, co-chairman of the 18-member Education Policy Making
Committee, drafted an education policy. Extensive publicity-based discussions are
reviewed. Through various seminars and discussion meetings, opinions are gathered.
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Incorporating the opinions, recommendations, and suggestions of people from all
walks of life, including educators, teachers, students, parents, politicians, scholars,
businessmen, investors, and professionals, the draft of the National Education Policy-
2010 was finalised. This was done with the intention of developing the next generation
into a human resource that was knowledgeable in both knowledge and technology, as
well as being inspired by moral values, national tradition, and the spirit of the liberation
war. Religion, science, and technical education have been given priority in this policy,
which is an important aspect. It emphasises human instincts and the provision of life-
sustaining education in the world, which will open the door to employment
opportunities.

The objectives of Education for All (EFA), as well as the Millennium
Development Goals (MDGSs), and other international declarations, have been fully
complied with by this Policy (UNESCO 2018). It is divided up into a total of 28
chapters. The second chapter covers pre-primary and primary education, also known
as the first two levels of formal education. Pre-primary and Primary education are
considered to be the basic levels of education.

Pre-primary education is the cornerstone of an individual's education, which
begins in infancy (Samir and Goutam 2018, 1-27). Pre-primary education is a fun
education system at the preparatory level for children that prepares them to accept and
adapt to their future primary education stage and reduces school fear (Sabina and
Mahbuba 2020, 251). It is an early preparation of schooling 5+ children and
subsequently, it will also be expanded to children aged 4 and older to make them a
source for the nation's growth as well as monumental for the cognitive, mental, and
other development of children (National Education Policy 2010, 11).

Primary education is vital to our national existence. Primary education is the
foundation for developing skilled citizens and a means of incorporating the entire
population into the educational system. Consequently, equal opportunities will be created
to ensure that all classes of children have access to primary education, regardless of
ethnicity, socioeconomic status, physical or mental disabilities, or geographic location. It
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is the state's constitutional responsibility (Kamrunnesa and Salma 2000, 34-61). Primary
education in Bangladesh is provided free of charge to all children in accordance according
to Article 17 of the Bangladesh Constitution. (Abdul et al. 2015, 131-222). Primary
education will now last for a total of eight years instead of the current five, taking students
all the way through eighth grade. Meeting the requirements for the necessary infrastructure
and locating an adequate number of teachers are the two primary challenges that must be
overcome in order to put this into effect (National Education Policy 2010, 13).

The following are the study's objectives:

1. To analyse Rabindranath Tagore's educational ideas and his fundamental view of
education.

2. Evaluate the reflection of his philosophy on the pre-primary and primary levels of the
existing National Educational Policy 2010.

Research Methodology

This investigation typically takes the form of historical approach with analytical
and descriptive study. Within this section of the research for Tagore's biography, the
historical method is utilised. An investigation of people's lives through the lens of history
is impossible without also taking into account the ways in which those people engaged
with the ideas, movements, and institutions of their eras. The focus serves only to establish
the focal points toward which historians direct their attention (Best et al. 2014, 73). In this
study, the educational philosophical ideas proposed by Tagore are analysed using
analytical methodology. Analytical research is a specialised form of research that requires
analytical thinking skills as well as the evaluation of facts and information pertinent to the
research that is being carried out. Through analytical research, an individual is able to
discover essential particulars that allow them to contribute new ideas to the content that is
being produced (Mohanlal Sukhadia University). In order to demonstrate how Tagore's
educational and philosophical ideas reflect Bangladesh's National Education policy, a
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descriptive study is used. A descriptive study examines, explains, and describes the current
situation. It is concerned with conditions or relationships that currently exist, opinions that
are held, processes that are currently taking place, effects that are evident, or trends that
are currently developing. It is primarily concerned with the present, but it frequently takes
into account events from the past that have an influence on how they relate to the current
condition. (Best et al. 106).

Thus this study was based entirely on theoretical concepts, the qualitative analysis
of the research data involved the collection of information from secondary sources.
Intricate details about phenomena such as feelings, thoughts, and emotions can be obtained
using qualitative methods rather than more conventional approaches (Creswell and
Creswell 2018, 11). | have gathered secondary data from scholarly works such as books,
research articles, journals, and electronic papers that were written about Tagore and by
Rabindranath Tagore.

Tagore’s Educational Philosophy and its Reflection on Pre-primary and
Primary Education of National Education Policy

A good education can help children develop a sense of fairness and responsibility,
as well as a sense of civic responsibility and etiquette. It can also help children develop a
liberal outlook, respect for human rights, an understanding of the challenges faced by
businesses, and a thirst for knowledge and friendship. They need to be ready to devote their
lives to nation-building, arousing the national liberation movement's conscience, and
instilling a sense of patriotism in its members. According to Rabindranath Tagore, the goal
of life is the goal of education- the overall development of the student. He did not just talk
about the development of the brain. He spoke of the full development of the body, mind,
and heart of the students. It is very important for the child to come forward from an early
age to develop into a real human being. Adequate leisure should be given for the
independent management of thinking and imagination from childhood, not just putting all
the dawn on memory (Rabindranath 2010, 7-19).
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The issue of creating curricula and textbooks inspired by the national
consciousness, has been mentioned with the aim of building humanitarian values. It is also
mentioned that for the healthy physical and mental development of the children, a beautiful
and joyful environment should be created in the school. Prior to beginning formal
schooling, the pre-primary education curriculum in child development will be aimed at
instilling in children a sense of discipline and encouraging them to develop their subtle
senses (National Education Policy 2010, 11). Rabindranath wanted the environment for
children to be educated, completely fear-free and burden-free. He spoke of giving children
free rein so that education does not become a mental burden on the child. There is no greater
burden than lifeless learning in childhood; it crushes out much more than it gives to the
mind. For this reason, he denies the confined environment of the concrete building of the
traditional school, the threat of the master, the tenacity of the ten-four rules, the fear of the
examination system, the memorized learning method, etc. He aspired to raise his children
in an environment that was as close to the natural world as possible. It didn't matter that
school followed the conventional schedule here. It was decided based on the student's
wants and needs. There is no joy in continuing one's education from childhood. The
students are merely learning the essential information by heart. In this manner, only the
minimum passing requirements are fulfilled, but no development is gained (Rabindranath
2010, 7-19).

Rabindranath Tagore vehemently opposed the idea of children receiving a
primarily academic education through the use of books. For him, the issue is more complex
than simply restricting children to the confines of classrooms and textbooks. A student's
natural instincts will be smothered and he will become bookish as a result. They lose their
ability to think creatively if they do this. As a result, students should be liberated from a
curriculum centred around the textbook and provided with more options for learning.

There will be a variety of ways to teach preschoolers, including the use of images,
colours and other easy and exciting teaching materials: models, rhymes, stories, songs,
games and handicrafts (National Education Policy 2010, 11). Rabindranath was concerned
about giving the children a thorough education on the non-verbal level in addition to the
usual conventional education on the level of words. Psychological, emotional, imaginative,
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and non-rational aspects of human nature are all included in what is known as the non-
verbal side of human beings. He wanted the best of both worlds, so he built Shantiniketon
to meet those needs. His dedication to educating children in the arts through music, dance,
and the visual arts was admirable. (Huxley 1960, 129-232). He placed high value on one's
capacity to make complete and independent use of one's body. He asserted that it was
important to free children from confinement so that they could experience the elements
freely, including getting wet in the rain and getting sunburned in the sun. After that, one's
senses will be sharp, and their body will be healthy. In his ashram, he encouraged regular
physical activity and made it a point to organize a number of different sports (Ram 2017,
150-160).

It is not possible to educate all children in Bangladesh in primary school due to
economic, geographical, and regional constraints, according to the National Education
Policy 2010. To this purpose, initiatives will be taken to create at least one primary school
in all the villages where there is no primary school. Rabindranath also focused great
emphasis on the integration of village community and education. He undertook a number
of initiatives in this direction. Education will not be limited to the city. He thought of
developing rural infrastructure, economy and society through education. Sriniketan was
established with this specific goal.

The mother tongue was neglected in the colonial school system. Rabindranath
Tagore could not accept it. He was an outspoken opponent of foreign language immersion
as a means of acquiring a foreign culture. As a result, students are unable to grasp the core
meaning of a subject when learning it in a foreign language. Furthermore, students must
put forth so much effort to learn a foreign language that they are unable to grasp the gist of
the material. As a result, education becomes "intelligible™ to them, boring, understandable
and monotonous. It is mentioned in National Education Policy that all children in
Bangladesh as well as indigenous and small ethnic groups should be able to receive primary
education in their native tongue (National Education Policy 2010, 12). He penned a two-
volume book titled "Sahajpath™ with the intention of making it less difficult for children to
learn the Bengali alphabet. The alphabet could now be learned through the use of rhymes
and pictures.
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Real education was the goal of his life while visiting Russia in 1930, he said. He
aimed to cultivate a person's entire personality, as well as their capacity for activism
(Subhamoy 2014, 14). To ensure that children are able to progress to the next level of
education and meet the requirements of their basic education, steps should be taken to
effectively ensure that students acquire the necessary knowledge based on particular
subjects, life skills, attitudes, values, and a sense of social awareness. A quality primary
education system is necessary, as it serves as the foundation for the next level of education.
Since many students seek employment after this stage, a solid elementary education will
better prepare them for the job market (National Education Policy 2010, 12).

The children of Bengal suffer from malnutrition because there is not enough food
available. In his dissertation titled "Sikkhar Herfer," he asserts that there are certain prayers
addressed to the Creator, including requests to unite food and hunger, clothing and winter,
language and the mind, and life and education (Rabindranath 2010, 12). It is of the utmost
significance that schools provide lunch for the children. Free admission, free education
materials, free lunch, and scholarships will be provided as part of the special arrangements
that will be made to bring and keep children who have dropped out of school, children
living on the street, and other children from disadvantaged backgrounds in primary schools.
They will be protected in schools by means that are both efficient and effective (National
Education Policy 2010, 6-7).

Beginning in Class VI and continuing through Class VI, children will participate
in pre-vocational education in order to foster an appreciation for manual labour and to
introduce them to the concept of vocational education (National Education Policy 2010,
13). Thus, Tagore's philosophy of vocational education as a means of securing one's means
of subsistence has been incorporated into the educational system of Bangladesh. The
children’s potential for future employment will also increase as a result of this measure's
assistance in capacity building.

Rabindranath had a lot of passion and love for science and his footsteps in the field
of science are significant (Arupratan 1990). In order to make science accessible to the
general public, he conducted science studies and wrote about it in a language that anyone
could understand. He is the author of the book Bishwa Parichay, which is about science.
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This book at the time provided an account of the most recent developments in
contemporary science (Rabindranath 1940). In addition, it embellished that description
with the right amount of wonderful literary touch to strike the right balance (Abdullah
2006, 119-129). It is essential that children be provided with education in areas such as
science and culture and that they be encouraged to grow as individuals free from prejudice
(National Education Policy 2010, 12).

“A teacher can never truly teach unless he is still learning himself. A lamp can
never light another lamp unless it continues to burn its own flame”- Rabindranath Tagore.

Placing teachers above the method of teaching Tagore said that Teachers' duties and
responsibilities should be given the utmost importance because education is so essential.
To instil a passion for learning in the students, teachers must know that they must model
the way they live their lives in order to serve as role models for them. Teachers of high
calibre will be procured in sufficient numbers. The development of physical infrastructure,
a pleasant social climate, an excellent educational system, a warm teacher-student
relationship and respect for the dignity of women must also be ensured in this country
(National Education Policy 2010, 12).

Education is essential to the emancipation of the nation. Indulging in nationalism
may seem like a simple way to liberate the country, but in reality, this is a very difficult
task to accomplish (Rabindranath 2014, 106-109). The child needs to be encouraged to
develop patriotism and contribute to the development of the nation by having the spirit of
the war of liberation instilled in them (National Education Policy 2010, 12). It is not only
necessary to know the country in the scriptures, moreover, it is necessary to master it
through direct knowledge. This direct knowledge will be the real education for the children
which will have the power to enrich the country in new ways. The nationalism of Bengali
is the path that leads to the throne of success. It is essential to develop the vigour of the
nationalist students who are currently enrolled. When compared to the power of the nation
as awhole, the loss of personal gain is extremely insignificant. Every assignment that needs
to be turned in at school must be completed with only the importance of one's own religion
and one's own nation in mind (Rabindranath 2010, 56).
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In order to assist the child in acquiring moral and spiritual qualities such as a sense
of justice, sense of duty, discipline, etiquette, non-communal attitude, human rights, the
mentality of coexistence, curiosity, love, friendship, perseverance, etc., preparations should
be made to help the child acquire these qualities (National Education Policy 2010, 12). The
Ministry of Religious Affairs is currently running educational programmes in mosques,
temples, churches, and pagodas that aim to teach religious teachings alongside alphabetical
knowledge and modern education alongside moral lessons (National Education Policy
2010, 11). Rabindranath evolved into a spiritual thinker in his later years. In Tagore's
educational philosophy, moral and spiritual training were emphasized. When it comes to
developing a child's character, moral and spiritual education is more important than
academic knowledge. Children in educational institutions should be able to engage in
activities that promote selflessness, cooperation, and a sense of community and belonging
without feeling isolated. He shared the views of others on the topic of humanity and
remarked that it is a wonderful thing that the Creator is in man (Rabindranath 1966).

Reconsideration

Even though we can see Tagore's philosophy reflected in our system today, there
are certain aspects of his philosophy that need to be re-examined. Tagore's educational
philosophy places an excessive amount of emphasis on the spiritual growth of the young
learner. The pursuit of this goal is more ascetic and monastic in nature. It is possible that it
is not appropriate for the fast-paced, technologically advanced world that we live in today.

Both Tagore's philosophies and the national system of education acknowledge the
important role that teachers play in the lives of their students. It also discusses their
competitive emoluments and training, but unfortunately, the data show that in practice,
they are paid minuscule wages, and the scope of their training is also limited. This is
something that is discussed in the article. They have very little of a voice, and they are
nothing more than wage labourers. Students' academic performance suffers as a direct
result of teachers' low morale and inability to properly instruct them. As a result, the worth
and respect of a teacher are falling victim to this trend. The relationships between the
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teacher and the students also have an effect on the children's ability to learn. During the
learning process, the teacher frequently takes on a more authoritative role, while the student
maintains a more submissive stance.

As a result of the fact that classrooms in a natural setting may not be feasible in all
regions of the country, the national system of education mandates that classroom learning
should be supplemented with either practical experiences or productive work that is
socially useful. As a result, the child's ability to learn from their natural environment and
develop their natural senses is constrained. In addition, in order for these sorts of actions
to yield results, the adults who guide the children in them need to have high intellectual
and spiritual capacities. Also, it's possible that such large open spaces won't be available,
and as a result, the educational system in Bangladesh is structured with buildings, furniture,
and the like.

How do we analyse and judge the development of a child's moral values in an
education system that is geared toward getting good grades? How can a child develop their
natural senses and enable self-realisation and self-determination in themselves? These are
some of the important questions that come up in an education system that is oriented toward
getting good grades. Because of the excessive amount of competition and the excessive
amount of pressure placed on the children and the teachers to perform well, rote learning
and cramming have become commonplace.

There are a number of additional indicators that all play a very important part in
the education system that is in place in the modern day. The funding that is used to run the
schools, including grants and aids, the administration, the involvement of the community
and the government, and other topics on which Tagore's philosophy does not show a clear
picture. Instead of focusing solely on becoming the Universal Man, which is the ultimate
reality, the purpose of education in today's world is more on the practical side of things.
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Conclusion

Rabindranath Tagore's contribution to the field of child development and education
cannot be overstated. His child education philosophy policy was very significant and
deeply integrated into the National Education Policy of Bangladesh, but it was not
effectively implemented in the schools. Many of Rabindranath's views on education in
independent Bangladesh centred on efforts to improve education reform. This reform
process is neither smooth nor swift. Government goals and reform strategies may not
always align with school requirements and learning environments for children's education.
This is frequently due to a lack of educational space, a large number of students in the
classroom, the absence of reference materials, a dearth of educational resources, and the
absence of educational technology for children. Due to these organisational and financial
concerns, many primary and pre-primary teachers have vehemently opposed any
educational reform in Bangladesh. On the other hand, many new classrooms attempt to
implement new teaching techniques without understanding the theory and fundamental
principles underlying them, resulting in radical change. Followers of Rabindranath's
educational philosophy should therefore consider curriculum-related teaching methods,
school rules and regulations, the role of the teacher, and the role of the school. This
document makes no mention of Rabindranath, despite the fact that post-war Bangladeshi
schools have a tendency towards modernization of the educational system. However,
Rabindranath's philosophy has not lost its relevance or utility for Bangladeshi children and
early childhood educators, and if read carefully and extensively, it provides a timeless
lesson on how to improve current school practices. In fact, the seed he sowed at the
beginning of the twentieth century is still bearing fruit and being valued.
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(Manifestation of the Qur'an in the preface of Bostan-e-Saadi)

Dr. Mohammad Noor-e-Alam*

Abstract

A conversation about Saadi and his works is always fresh. Bostan-e- Saadi is one of the mothers
of Persian books, which is famous as a "moral book" in the world of literature. Saadi is a mystic
poet. He studied the Holy Quran a lot. He wrote a book about the influence of the Qur'an called
Saadi Nameh or Bostan. This book was written on the Rhythm of Bahr-e-Motagareb. There are
ten chapters in this book; each of them is considered to be necessary for the practical life of man
at that time and in the present era. Bostan-e-Saadi's manifestation in the preface was full of
unique Quranic verses. All the words and verses of Bostan's manifestation in the preface have
been used in the best way to express the verses of the Qur'an. He became famous in the world
about Golestan and Bostan. The subject of these two books is ‘Education’. But one is in verse
and the other is in prose. His contribution to the literature of Iran and the world is a valuable and
lasting. The number of poems in Bostan is about four thousand verses. This mystic poet told the
stories of the ordinary life of the people, historical events and justice with Bostan's manifestation
in the preface verses. In this article the significance of Saadi’s borrowing the Quranic verses will
be assessed along with the introduction and the characteristics of the poet in Bostan.
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