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The Poverty of the Indian Prisoner's diet Could be inferred from the fact that

Where as the government spent four anna per head daily on an ordinary

European's diet in jail, the Indian diet not cost more then one anna per head
(Madhurima sen, 2007, 47).
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The Geographical Factor, The Economic Factor, The Racial Factor, The
linguistic Factor, The Philosophical Factor, The Moral Factor, The religious
Factor, The Factor of Socialism, The Factor of Humanism, The Factor of
Nationalism, The Democratic Factor (Chaube, S.P 1998, 3-11).
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In studying foreign systems of education we should not forget that the things

outside the schools matter even more than the things inside the schools --- A

national system of education is living thing, the outcome of forgotten

struggles and difficulties and of battles long ago. It has in it some of the secret

warkings of national life (3375 2038, ).
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FICSCTE O, “The purpose of comparative education, as of comparative law, comparative
literature or comparative anotomy, is to discover the differences in the forces and causes that
produce differences in educational systems" (23T 2058, ©).
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T WIS AWWE 25, SRaRTa Sod; WM-T4y- Sred AWmE F°; S0 &; SEeeT;
(Tssifamen; T FAENCR Sigs, et AffFfen T3S | o ©i (of =1 2 A life is
absurd (westphal, J. & Cherry, C. 1990, 199), SIFji7} S@paitna o2 AN ATHT (3599)
QT FPgeT I | RS ARESIE AT AT AR WIS 8 AFOHFF ML AN
RO | (ETEe e CIET FRETM (Sbd9- dree) OIR JERAR Iy 97 SRS
QI 2 @F, e FIY O The Myth of Sisyphus (1942) @ wHfEF Srg=e)l FINF RGBS
PRV 9T SR GRENF [P0 0 | TMCS SHIRPTS =90 Fiera o fvedr Soaesia
AT T | LT AP (PICT NG Tl <7 |t is true that they start from a shared perception
of the forlornness of the human situation (Berthold, D. 2013, 137) | 2fef e &g T@rce
T 0 MISCR ACE | ST ATSIE AL WA L ATSIRA MRS oY qe6! Sifsaa AE
W RO gEerey *goee Hare oima $8 &7 a1 | SRl SAPITST &) 20 0 ACF FACS
AT, O ACHITANE RTT (FCE M AT | NIRT G2 T NIZI012 200 SIS | 21=6r!
TS BT THET N ST G AR ARG & T1er SECIHR F1Y @ The Myth
of Sisyphus @ 3 SHE [ETEF AT AL QFTS (AT FCEF | FIOW AAFC S
(3v29-504) Ubu roi FGIHR TG SHIRPTEG U7 THITe AT R #If A0AF | AGFITRTSy
FrEaa IS Jo* ewes, MoreE, MEive, S@ms, [FoF ¢ Tt s Taby
AT (353b-200%) AT A 4B ARG TG O The theatre of the Absurd 235
ST | ORI AR Ny @ LRl MfEeera e e A5 e Nod v | T8
T @ R o de Feace, S WA AR FIPT PIEIT (Svbo-d538) @
CIOTRERT (S55¢), TR (553¢) | NHRIE FOIFE GOGAT JFAR (Spbr-205Y) @F The
Zoo Story (1958), Who’s Afraid of Virginia Woolf? (1962), Three Tall Women (1994); RIEGR
SATIE, ACTFE, (RIGAER 6!, ATIAF, IR, SEME TR @I (Sp0L-35bd)
@9 Waiting for Godot (1948-1949), Endgame (1955-1957), Happy days (1961) 8@%; @fE-
FICR TOTFR TS SIACACH (S505->558) @ The Lesson (1951), Salutations (1950), The
Chairs (1952), The Leader (1953) &gfw; &6 wiGrarm, foais, wfetTer g PR (So9o-
200b) @3 No Man’s Land (1975), Betrayal (1978), The Birthday Party (1957), The Room (1957)
G & STFLCM | AISIC® APSITSIA [CSl, E AGFARCeNS @3 Jeik Are AE | Jelfer
FBTFREACER N PO PRW SACITHIR (S53-5593), IMeT FAFE (S53¢-2053) GR AFA
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TTO: MOJCH NPT Tl TN ACIFAR STy | _CH Qe TATGCT (IR IR T[S @IS
AT TR INRES O € TP 90 G4 T | GTH@ fIgel ORI TR, IFHY ST
AETT 3R T 8 PRed RTeRel STIRelE Qe I COITe (M, 7., FEFesT, o,
., & T, A W, 2039, d¢) | T @A ASTWCHT ToE AR (Fod ASRCE
@Y I G TR | AL =N o GHE 717 |
Dramatic text has the strange fate of being claimed by two fields of art and it is
ascribed a variety of functions, possibilities and ways of existence according to type of
arguments (and sometimes good will to solve problems not incidental to the field itself
(Prochazka, M. (n. d.).
TEI QRS (Y @ WG BT N (SRW SARACHIZ, AN STIW) ST 7 T2 TS
TS | AR FTRAPTT SR FOFSTAT JCACR SN | ©IE AT SR I F/5 W oIe3aelt
ReT GF | WOICS O G 7 AT AR | (IR A AU G 0T N9 HONT
TCAID T4 THIA eRFFCAT SOy | @F ARCATRCS SREATC WodF ol TUF OF I
fFHCA MR FOCE ok [RBIF FCACR QEANETS (comparative) ST fRT2el = &1
BT TR | AR FOH B e Ty IAISTACHT & LTSS FBIFIER Toeda
RIS T 2N FT ZRCR, QTR FBF (I N2 RgITs TG0 Mameed G 2 73,
IR QU @ LRI Srere Tw, e 901, % Aifrer Afors | wdie Fecar ofor AweTs
QA FGTFRE Tifsore FHrE S TR SRR Taieed [Ee T @eAte [ReiEsie |
2 foqaifed doR AFCES GUARIT S FCACT AT SR ACEIFS |

ST
Absurd is that which has no purpose, or goal, or objective. (Esslin. M. 1960, 4) | SrFRFOE
Absurd =BT JICERA FACT MIGRT SLTo!, TG, Smerfosyd, JoHe, ige 2gfw | 2fi3irs
W e e ([T FAIF B FCH, WMCS Fepe R *7 | N RS ANEwoId -1
F(A, T PIEFF THCS GBI 87 = A1 | WBF Gl (Sodb-300%) @ AW Tt
(5500-5p5Y) UF THS TATF GBI ICICLA,
Absurd is a kind of drama that presents a view of the absurdity of the human
condition by the abandoning of usual or rational devices and by the use of

nonrealistic from... Conceived in perplexity and spiritual anguish, the theatre of
the absurd portrays not a series of connected incidents telling a story but a
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pattern of images presenting people and bewildered beings in an
incomprehensible universe (Ullah, Igbal and Rahman, A., 2016, 48).

SHIY ANV TGRSR T qFwet *Felrdl iy T4 JRERenite qdfae TR o
SpfCeTa e W ST e | ey Rgrad TRSEe wreizey foo Siefewar
NS R AeToR T | T *Ierg aifes Sfewens et fire Grfee aar
€3 @IfeF TRISF SRl JIRT FEIRE | In fact, they reflected the absurdity of rational

principles and ideals of society, and highlighted artistic expression with independence of rational
control (exir and Anushiravani, 2020, 136), =5t Theatre of the absurd and existentialism share

common themes’ (exir andAnushiravani, 2020, 137) | Dorczak @ NCO, %\93 7 RGeS
TSy TR &9 v« R SN1fig® 2aaf=e | she adds that absurdism, relying on philosoplical
sources, was welcomed in the domain of the theatre in the----- (exir and Anushiravani, 2020,

p.137) | Absurd *fGce FBIRTSR ACY TN ARBA FACET AT GARTT (Sodb-200%)

©fF theatre of the absurd (1961) I2CF LI | Esslin @& NS, the Theatre of the Absurd merely
communicates on poet’s most intimate and personal intuition of the human situation, his own
sense of being, his individual vision of the world.
(https://sites.udel.edubritlitwiki> I2Bre e e SECIAT F1Y @7 The myth of sisphus
(1942) =T STIRATG (F [T ICACRA | SHRPTG ogbee a7 [Kfey sifges [fegeia it
FCACR | SBECH 9T T, cut off from his religious, metaphysical, and transcendental roots,
man is lost, all his actions become senseless, absurd, useless (exir and Anushiravani, 2020, 137) |
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Abstract

Bangladesh is a developing and predominantly Muslim country with 170 million
populations in South Asia. About 90% of the large populations are Muslims who
believe in Islam. Although they are religious in spirit they are unable to practice Islam
in all spheres of life because of the dominating and influential secular system of
education prevailing in the country ever since the British colonial period. Apart from
this, like other part of the Muslim world, the country witnesses numerous crises such
as corruption, oppression, depression, extremism, violation of human rights, unethical
activities among the young generation and so on. Due to educational dualism of the
country and several shortcomings, both Islamic education and general education do not
effectively serve in respect to both individual and social needs. The responsible people
of the society feel concern regarding increasing above-mentioned problems. As the
majority people of the country are religious in spirit, Islamic education and
Islamization of education would create awareness among the people particularly,
young generation about spirituality and rationality of Islamic guidelines and ensure
remedy for the above-mentioned crises to a large extent. Islamic education is a process
of transmission and transformation of Islam as a complete way of life, the beliefs,
values, knowledge, skills and ideologies of Islam from one generation to the next. On
the other hand, Islamization refers to the inculcation of Islamic world views in the
body of knowledge. This study aims to focus on how to implement Islamic education
and Islamization of education to minimize or remove dichotomy and
compartmentalization between tow streams of education systems and the graduates in
Bangladesh. Hopefully, this research would be guideline for other Muslims of the
world. A combination approach of historical, philosophical and analytical research
methods will be employed in this study.
Introduction
Human prosperity and progress since the beginning of human creation depends on education.
Similarly, any problem or crisis of the human beings to a large extent can be solved through
education. At the outset of human creation, the Creator established this reality by bestowing upon
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human beings a superior status over all other creations by equipping them with knowledge. “And
He (Allah SWT) taught Adam the names of all things; then He placed them before the angels, and
said: Tell Me the names of these if you are right” (Al-Bagarah: 31). Global history witnessed that
no nation could gain significant ascendancy without commensurate superiority in education and
intellectual performance. Likewise at the very beginning of revelation to Prophet Muhammad
(PBUH), Allah sent the command to read, which forms the foundation of education. Allah (SWT)
says, “Read in the name of your Lord and Cherisher, who created” (Al-‘Alaq: 1).

Bangladesh is a predominantly Muslim country in South Asia and the majority of its
populations wholeheartedly believe in Islam. Although they are religious in spirit, they are unable
to practise Islam in all spheres of life because of the dominating and influential secular system of
education prevailing in the country ever since the British colonial period (1757 AD). Due to
several shortcomings, traditional Islamic education as well as modern education does not
effectively serve in respect to both individual and social needs. Like other parts of the Muslim
world, in Bangladesh dualistic education that leads to dichotomy in terms of mind set, worldview,
personality etc. has been regarded vital crisis. In order to remedy from this crisis Islamization of
education through various process has been felt immense need and has become an intellectual
issue.

This study aims to focus on history of dualistic education system of Bangladesh, and how
educational dualism has created dichotomy. Moreover, a brief account on Islamization, how
Islamization of education would create awareness among the people particularly, young generation
about spirituality and rationality of Islamic guidelines and then ensure remedy from the dichotomy
and dualism gradually.

An Introduction to Bangladesh and its Educational System

Bangladesh is a developing and democratic Muslim majority country in South Asia. It is located at
the north-eastern part of the Indian sub-continent. It is flanked by India on three sides; west, east
and north with a small common border with Myanmar in the south east. In the south its only outlet
is provided by the Bay of Bengal. The total area of the country is about 147, 570 sq. km (56,977
sg. miles). It is one of the most densely populated rural areas in the world with an average
population density of 1,400 persons per sg. mile, or 1,237.51 persons per sq. km. The capital city
Dhaka was established in 1608 AD during the reign of Mughal emperor Jahangir (1605-1625)
which known as the city of mosques (Statistical Pocket Book Bangladesh-2018).

The history of traditional Islamic education or Islamization of education in Bangladesh is
naturally connected with the advent of Islam in Bangladesh as well as in the Indian Sub-continent.
Islam came in different parts of India at different times through several means. Islamic education
was introduced in the Indian sub-continent through Arab Muslim traders who were the first
carriers of Islam in India. The second way of Islamic education can be linked to the Muslim
conquests of India. The common soldiers and the commanders were not only fighters, but were
also teachers and preachers of Islam and Islamic learning. Muslim rule was first founded in the
Indian sub-continent with the conquest of Sindh (now in Pakistan) in 711 by Muhammad Bin
Qasim (d.715). The administrative boundaries of the Sind extended subsequently in the eighth and
the ninth centuries to include most of the present territories of the Indian sub-continent. Almost
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the whole sub-continent came under the Muslim rule by the beginning of the thirteenth century.
Since then the glorious Muslim rule remained uninterrupted up to 1757 when the British came into
power and ruled India including Bengal for about two hundred years. The British rule came to an
end on 14 August 1947 with the establishment of two independent sovereign states in the sub-
continent, namely Pakistan and India. Present day Bangladesh, then came to be known as East
Bengal and later as East Pakistan as one of Pakistan’s provinces. Afterwards, in the bloody war of
liberation, Bangladesh emerged as an independent sovereign state on the 16 December1971.

After independence of Bangladesh in 1971, a radical change was made by the then new
government in the constitution. Among four principles of the constitution secularism and
socialism were included and subsequently reflected almost all ideological, economic and social
aspects. The Government of Bangladesh, on the 26" July, 1972 set up an Education Commission
with Dr. Mohammad Qudrat-i-Khuda as its Chairman to prepare a comprehensive scheme for new
educational pattern suitable for the changed economic and social conditions of the country. The
Commission submitted its final comprehensive report on the 30" May, 1974. The report
considered Madrasah education or Islamic education as one-sided system of education. The
comment was to a great extent undue because the report itself was one-sided and was indifferent
towards Islamic education (Mijy, 2001).

The Structure of the Education System in Banglades

Like most of the Muslim countries of the world, there exist today two parallel systems of
education in Bangladesh; one is traditional Islamic education or Madrasah Education and the
other is western or modern secular education. At present, both systems are operative in
Bangladesh. In terms of stages or levels, the whole education system of Bangladesh is classified
into six levels; pre-primary of one-year schooling, primary of five years, junior secondary of three
years, secondary of two years, higher secondary of two years and higher or tertiary of four-
year/three-year education.

Tertiary education comprises of three to four years of formal schooling. After completion
of HSC (Higher Secondary Certificate), a student can take admission to higher education and get
qualified to enrol in three-year degree pass courses or four-year Bachelor’s degree honours course
in degree level college or in universities. Degree pass or honours Bachelor’s degree holders are
qualified to enrol in the Master’s degree course which is one year for honours Bachelor’s degree
holders and two years for Degree pass Bachelor holders ((http://banbeis.gov.bd/data/index.php,
Retrieved on 26/9/2019).

Traditional Madrasah/Islamic Education

There are many educational institutions called madaris (plural of madrasah) offering traditional
education in Islamic subjects or Islamic Sciences and working under the control of a Madrasah
Education Board. Madrasah education is the unique representative of Islamic education in
Bangladesh. Madaris are divided into two different types named Alia and Qawmi streams.

Alia Stream of Madrasah Education

The Alia madaris are government-controlled and funded. Bangladesh Madrasah Education Board
is the supervising authority of all Madaris from ibtidai (primary) to Alim (higher secondary) levels
while Islamic Arabic University is an affiliating university that is for all Fazil (Bachelor’s degree)
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and Kamil (Master’s degree) madaris. Madrasah education is classified into six levels; ibtidai
(primary) of five-year schooling, junior dakhil (junior secondary) of three years, dakhil
(secondary) of two years, Alim (higher secondary) of two-years and Fazil (bachelor) of four-
year/three-year and finally Kamil of one/two-year.

Alia madaris offer almost all subjects of Islamic Studies and modern subjects. From time
to time, reforms in this type of education have been made. Efforts are being made to integrate the
reformed madrasah into the general system of education where subjects like Arithmetic, English,
Bengali, Science, etc. are taught, although the main emphasis is on Islamic Studies and Arabic.
After passing the examination of the Alim, madrasah students can enrol at higher modern
educational institutions like the university, Medical College and so on.

Qawmi Madrasah Stream

The Qawmi madaris are run completely by private management and supported by religious
endowments like zakat, sadaga and private donations. Qawmi madaris follow the Deoband
madrasah of India in terms of curriculum. There is no government control over this type of
madaris. The Qawmi system of madrasah education is classified into five levels; Ibtidai (Primary)
of a five-year period, Thanuwiyyah (Secondary) of a five-year period, Alim (Higher Secondary) of
a two-year period and Fazilat/Tafzil (Tertiary) of a four-year period.

Islamic Education

Islamic education is the overall development of the human personality ranging from intellectual,
physical, mental and behavioural to innate, spiritual and moral so that s/he can perform the
responsibilities and duties of being servants and vicegerents of the Almighty Allah (SWT). In
another language, Islamic education refers to a lifelong process of transmission and transformation
of the beliefs, values and ideologies of a particular nation from one generation to the next.

After independence in 1971, the people of Bangladesh hoped to establish a country of
righteous citizens to give the younger generation a golden future, despite the fact that the secular
intelligentsia tended to misrepresent the aspiration of the majority of the people. Their expectation
was to form a fair and sound society where everybody would have an equal right to live a happy
life. But unfortunately, corruption, human rights violations and injustice have reached sickening
heights (Akhter, 2019).

With the influence of materialistic philosophy and technological advancement, life has
become complex and corrupt. Members of the young generation are threatened with secularism,
modernity, globalization, and un-Islamic culture and values. Consequently, the country is losing
many of the traditional values and manners which are largely based on Islam. In order to address
these crises, the society demands an all-round and well-balanced development of its entire student
community. However, the authorities have not yet been able to introduce any such system of
education which may lead the country and its population towards the right direction. It was solely
due to this reason of imbalance as stated above that the products of the madrasah system of
education are not generally regarded as proper useful citizens. On the other hand, the products of
the secular education system are mostly ignorant of their own religious values and moralities
(Ibrahimy, 1990).

2y



Islamic Education and Islamization of Education in Bangladesh: A Critical Study

Educational Dualism and Dichotomy in Bangladesh

Educational dualism was first introduced during the period of British rule (1757-1947) and then
chiefly two systems of education developed:

1. Western education, the purpose of which was to create some clerks and assistants who could
help the English rulers in their administrative duties.

2. Traditional Madrasah education, which would enable Madrasah educated students to learn
some particular aspects of Islam and would not make them feel the necessity of learning its other
important aspects (Ibrahimy, 1990).

The two types of education produced two types of individuals leading to two different ideas and
conflicting mind-sets. Those who obtained Western education were in the good looks of English
ruling class and got employment under the Government while those who acquired Madrasah
education did not get any material benefit in the Government sector even they did not get
opportunity to fulfil their basic needs; for their theological education brought no remarkable
material gain.

Still now, the system of education in Bangladesh has been divided into secular modern or
general education and religious or madrasah education. The society has been deprived of true
Islamic education due to the educational dualism of the two different systems of education being
operated side by side in Bangladesh today. This dualistic education system was developed during
the British colonial period (1757-1947). This system has remained largely unchanged since
independence (1947-1971, 1971-till present). As such, it cannot be considered suitable for an
independent developing nation. It is clear, therefore, that neither of the two systems of education
currently operating in Bangladesh is entirely satisfactory. The divided and contradictory systems
of education divide the nation and beget the tremendous problems in the society, yet no substantial
changes were made in the system of education in Pakistan period (1947-1971) and Bangladesh
(1971- present) (Nayamat Ullah, 2016).

Before British colonization (712-1757), Muslim education or Islamic education in India
generally, and in Bengal particularly was one and comprehensive which was able to fulfil the
needs of society. Western and eastern scholars and educationists agree to this fact unanimously.
From time to time, changes and modification of curriculum occurred as per necessity. Any
dissatisfaction concerning curriculum or education system from any section or corner is not
recorded. Among the scholars and great reformers, Shah Waliullah Muhaddith Dehlawi, and
Nizamuddin Shahlawi contributed to great extent to curriculum while among rulers, the emperor
Akbar and Awrangzeb also contributed significantly.

Degrading Values

There are two types of values such as supreme values or belief system in Islam another is
interactive values like honesty, sincerity, responsibility, and so on. The both types of values have
been regarded as inseparable characteristics of Muslim individuals and society. Nowadays parents,
conscious people of Bangladesh are very much concerned about the degrading of values
particularly among young generation of the society. Suffice to state that almost all stakeholders
feel the importance of value education in all levels of education system. But anybody of them or
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education leaders and concerned authority could not clarify how to execute this vital issue for
safety of whole nation from upcoming dangers.

Compartmentalization of Knowledge

According to Islamic epistemology all kinds of knowledge are from the Almighty Allah (SWT)
and subsequently unity of knowledge is a true fact in Islam. So there is no scope to differentiate
between various types of knowledge (Ayatul Kursi)

Reform of Madrasah Curriculum or Modernization

In some occasions, the call for madrasah curriculum reform is raised randomly by concerned
officials like minister, secretary or other officials and educationists and intellectuals (Barkat et
al.2011; Manzur, 2008). But it is not defined and determined explicitly as to what type of reform
and to what extent or how it ought to be done. Similarly, this type of reform question was raised in
the past and accordingly from time to time some reforms occurred but it did not reach the
satisfactory level till now. The main point of these demands, particularly at the contemporary
situations is related to the issues of the graduates of higher Islamic learning being incapable to
respond to the social, cultural, political and economic issues of the nation. This demerit is ascribed
to the shallow understanding of their own disciplines, deficiency in modern knowledge and
language as well as other religions and cultures. Nevertheless, this system of education and its
graduates are playing a significant part in preserving and safeguarding of Islamic culture in the
society of Bangladesh.

As discussed previously, there is a dualistic educational system prevailing in Bangladesh
which leads to conflict among the graduates of confronting systems of education with the
exclusive dominance of the modern or general stream. On the other hand, several streams of
Islamic education also exist where unity in terms of curriculum, aims and objective is quite
impossible. It seems the problem of educational dualism cannot be solved easily in Bangladesh
without effective initiatives by the government, educationists and intellectuals. Gradually the
effect of this crisis has spread to the whole society and made it worse. In order to remedy the
crisis, at least initial steps should be taken by creating awareness among the graduates,
educationists and thinkers on Islamization and integration. Al-Attas emphasizes the concepts by
introducing a course on Islamization, particularly at the tertiary levels (Daud, 1998).

Outcomes of Madaris

There are around sixteen hundred Fazil and Kamil MadEris throughout the country and about one
million students are studying in different levels. About 150 thousand students graduated from
madaris. Unemployment is regarded a far-reaching malaise which causes deep impact upon the
educational system, graduates’ psychology, parents’ attitudes and mass people perception over
Islamic education. According to a survey report conducted by the Bangladesh Bureau of Statistics
(dhakatribunecom/opin, 26 September 2019) 46% of higher educated graduates in Bangladesh are
unemployed or jobless. This high unemployment figure is undoubtedly alarming and worrying for
a nation. This state of affairs causes frustration among young generation and unrest in society. The
reasons, as the newspaper analysed, are lack of clear aims and objectives of higher education, and
that curriculum has not been developed from time to time according to the job market’s
requirements in the domestic and global context. Although this report focuses in general, the
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unemployment and under-employment problem might be more in the case of higher Islamic
education graduates. There does not seem to be any concentrated efforts from the authority to take
steps in solving the problem of unemployment. The researcher observes that the responsibility,
firstly, goes to the teachers’ community who design the curriculum at the university level.
Sometimes different education commissions and committees are recommended for introducing
befitting vocational courses in madaris, but no measures have been taken in implementing such
recommendations. Of course, recently the government took initiatives to establish some vocational
madaris.

The Failure of the Traditional Islamic Education System

Ahmad (2005) observes that “the characteristics of the Madrasah Education System are Islamic in
nature but it has failed to meet the requirements of the present day” (p. 316). Any sort of science
education is neglected in the Qawmi madrasah system. One can find the negative effects of these
half-baked systems of education. The prevailing Islamic education system does not fulfil the
national aspiration as the graduates are not granted sufficient scope to equip themselves with the
modern arts and sciences, and thus remain unaware of modern knowledge and techniques. At the
same time, madrasah graduates do not have in-depth knowledge of Islamic disciplines; they are
also not well aware of the philosophical thoughts that are influential all over the world such as
socialism, capitalism, secularism, Marxism and Darwinism. No curriculum has yet been developed
to familiarize the students with the ideological, political and social impacts caused by these ‘isms'
over the last century throughout the world (Azharul Islam& Habibur Rahman, 2003).

The Crisis of Modern Secular Education

The decline in morality is a major problem of Bangladeshi society. The society is now fully
immersed in corruption, hypocrisy, bribery and other immoral acts. Unethical attitudes and
immoral activities among the people have become a big barrier for sound development. In the
perspective of Bangladesh, Islamic worldview has always been the driving force for a moral based
education system. However, due to the onset of secularism, there has been a decline in Islamic
values in the society. Along with a lack of good governance, this has contributed to further
deterioration in social values. The annual reports of Transparency International Bangladesh (TIB)
on corruption provide explicit evidence as Bangladesh is represented as the corrupt country of the
world. The prevailing modern secular education system more possibly has failed to uphold
morality in the society. The graduates of this system, to a great extent, are concerned merely with
their individual material gain, but do not acknowledge their own Islamic culture and legacy or
spiritual aspects. The system of education has been divided into the so called secular education
and Islamic religious education but in fact Bangladeshi people are deprived of true Islamic
education (Ibrahimy, 1990; Hasan, 2004).

Alienation of Madrasah Graduates

Since the British rule (1757-1947) and during the Pakistan period (1947-1971) madrasah
graduates were alienated more or less everywhere and they were suffering from inferiority
complex and discrimination unfortunately. After independence of Bangladesh in 1971 it emerged
as a secular country. As a result their problems had not been solved rather increased at the first
few years of independence. However, through various reforming steps development of madrasah
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education were initiated but regarding secular education system nothing had been done to
minimize dichotomy. Salema Begum (2002) conducted an interview and some respondents
viewed that madrasah graduates do not have same opportunities what the graduates of secular
institutions get. The former like mainstream and the later are marginalized. For example, public
services, job opportunity and so on.

Educational Dualism in Bangladesh and its remedy through Islamization

In the present system of education in Bangladesh there is dualism and dichotomy prevailing too
deep rooted and tough to remedy from this crisis. Though this type of educational dichotomy more
or less is found everywhere in the Muslim world the situation of Bangladesh is seemed quite
different as the worst. It affects almost all spheres of lives individuals and the society. Almost
eighty present of the graduates educated in secular/general educational institutions. A graduate
could not know how to recite the Holy Qur’an after study primary. Secondary, higher secondary,
undergraduate and post-graduation let alone required knowledge about Islam as a Muslim. To
overcome the problem overnight is quite impossible. Multidimensional comprehensive measures
in the name of Islamization or in another name should be taken sincerely and wisely by the
concerned scholars, organizations or research centres.

Islamization of Knowledge/Education

Islamization of knowledge is an intellectual movement and scholarly notion in order to remedy the
malaise of Muslim Ummah such as dichotomy and dualism in personality and society. The
conception of Islamization of knowledge was introduced almost more than four decades ago. It is
still a new perception as well as complex and difficult to understand clearly to many scholars and
students in some parts of the Muslim world and Bangladesh is supposed to be one of them. Haneef
(2009, p 2) “considers it one of the more important intellectual movements of the 20" century,... It
can certainly be considered one of the more credible and long standing contemporary Muslim
response to modernity”. A considerable number of literature works on this concept have been
produced through conferences, seminars, discussion groups, and workshop all over the world.
Academic activities in this direction have continued to increase and newer works are being added
daily. Many studies have been conducted to examine and clarify the existing conceptions of
Islamization. A good number of scholars and institutions are playing an important role in the field
of Islamization of knowledge all over the world.

An Introduction to Islamization of Knowledge/Education

Islamization is the process through which an entity is transformed by the ideology or the teaching
of Islam to become a new entity with Islamic features and characteristics. However, Islamization
of knowledge and Islamization of education both is often used for same meaning though
Islamization of education refers to the wider sense and the term Islamization of knowledge (10K)
is more familiar and known to all. Several Muslim scholars define this term of 10K in different
ways. Haneef (2009, p16, 17) mentions as follows;

1) Islamization of Social Sciences that means to Islamize one area or category of knowledge.

2) Islamization of specific discipline, such as Islamization of economics that one discipline of the
social science.
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3) Islamization of curriculum i.e. the content of programme in universities aimed at enhancement
of Islamic perspective of different subjects.

4) Islamization of education which leads to Islamize whole system of education and societies.

On the other hand, many scholars define the notion in different ways that are as follows;

a) The inculcation of Islamic world views in the body of knowledge.

b) The process by which the whole body of human knowledge is particularized, classified,
organized and systemized in conformity with Islamic epistemological principles (Osman
Bakar).

¢) To synthesize the ethics of Islam or Islamic world view with different fields of modern
knowledge.

d) Itrefers to synthesizing the Islamic world-view with the secular system of knowledge.

e) According to Nasr, “Islamization of knowledge means integrating various subjects into the
Islamic worldview”.

Islamic Worldview
As the inculcation of Islamic worldview and Islamic values in the body of knowledge without
Islamic worldview cannot be imagined Islamization movement. The Islamic worldview is
concerning God, man, society, nature, history and cosmic order. Islamic concepts of God, man,
nature, and cosmic order are Islamic worldview. So the Islamic worldview refers to ontological
aspect firstly which pertain to the theory of existence or being. The second is the epistemological
aspect that is philosophical and studies the nature of knowledge, its sources and methodologies. It
also highlights the unity of knowledge and different kinds of enumerations. The third is the
theological aspect that constructs the Islamic belief system based on the unity of Divinity and thus,
it creates tawhidic paradigm. The fourth is the axiological aspect that emphasizes certain key
values underlying Islamic values system and is vital to achieving overall excellence.
Background
For a long time almost all Muslim worlds had been subjugated by the colonial powers. Muslims
depended on the West for science and technology. This state of affair accelerated the process of
westernization and secularization of modern knowledge acquired and assimilated uncritically by
Muslims through the Western secular system of education. The Western and secular system of
education secularized their minds and exacerbated the malaise of the Muslim Ummah. When
almost all Muslim countries got independence from the colonial powers after the Second World
War, Muslims became aware and raised pressure on their governments to solve their all problems
based on Islamic perspective. At the end of the 19" century and first half of 20" century some
Muslim scholars like Al-Afghani, Abduhu, Rida, and Igbal realized backwardness of Muslim
Ummah and stated and criticised their worse situations regarding the both intellectual and
material. Accordingly they called to reform the society. They pointed out that the vital fact of
almost all problems and the solution to these problems is knowledge and education. The problem
is not in terms of ignorance or want of knowledge, but the problem is making the Western
worldview as epistemological foundation rather than Islamic worldview (Haneef, 2009).

Many of the early Muslim scholars had devoted their intellectual energy to Islamize,
recast, assimilate, reconstruct and develop knowledge of their time in accordance with the Islamic
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worldview. They did not blindly accept knowledge from other civilization. They critically
examined and isolated the foreign elements and key concepts which were in contradiction to the
Islamic worldview from the body of knowledge and then infused it with Islamic elements and key
concepts. Haneef (2009) stated that according to al-Faruqui the main internal reason of
backwardness of the Muslim Ummah is ‘present state of education in the Muslim world’ or
educational dualism and the lack of vision’ but he did not elaborate the latter.

The Malaise of the Muslim Ummah

Abu Sulaiman asserted that the current crisis of Islamic thought is more serious than it was in the
past because our thinkers are not able to measure the range of educational radical change as well
as cultural and civilization in this modern era. In order to solve this crisis, he opined to change our
mentality towards knowledge profoundly. With IOK only we can solve our problem by reforming
in three areas; “rectifying the revelation-reason; redefining the knowledge and clarifying the role
of ijtihad and the ifta ; reorganizing and reorienting the methodology of Islamic education in order
to end the existing dualism between secular and religious education” (Haneef, 2009, p 23).
History

Moten (2006) asserts the genesis of Islamization of knowledge is from the early Muslim period,
Allama Muhammad Igbal (1873-1938 CE), Sayyid Abul A’la Mawdudi (1903-1979 CE), and
Syed Nagib al-‘Attas (b1931 CE) were the pioneers of this scholarly movement. M. A. Kazi
(1993) identifies that IOK movement is not a new matter because it had been done in our past
particularly in Abbasid period (750-1258). During this period many branches of knowledge were
obtained from Greek, Persian, Chinese and Hindu literature and had been synthesized and
Islamized. Haneef (2009, p12) opined that “the IOK idea can possibly be traced back to the mid-
sixties”. In 1970, some Muslim social scientists who graduated in American and European
universities, laid down the foundation of the Association of Muslim Social Scientists (AMSS) in
Chicago. Ismail al-Farugi, Anis Ahmad and Abdul Hamid Abu Sulaiman were among the
founding executive. The prime aim of this association was to reconstruct and review critically the
Western social science theory based on Islamic epistemology.

The First World Conference on Muslim Education in 1977 in Mecca was the turning
point for the movement of Islamization. This issue was discussed among Muslim scholars in this
conference and initially they diagnosed that the today’s crisis of Ummah was the result of
secularization brought about by the Western colonialism. They felt the necessity for reform
education through 1OK. Their diagnosis indicates that the root cause of Ummatic malaise is related
to its education system. Thus the notion was introduced as solution to resolve the dilemma,
especially the issue of educational dualism. The First and Second World Conference on Muslim
education were momentous events for idea of Islamization (Haneef, 2009).

Purpose

According to Moten (2006), prime aim of Islamization of knowledge is to solve the vital problem
of educational dualism by introducing an integrated system of education in the Muslim world.
However, Alwani states the Islamization of knowledge aims at developing an Islamic paradigm of
knowledge that will play role as an alternative to the dominating Western secular paradigm. This
alternative unifies Islamic and universalistic perspectives; addresses the intellectual and
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conceptual problems of all humanity, not just of Muslims; and includes a tawhid-based
reconstruction of the concepts of life, humankind and the universe.

Hussain (2006) views Islamization of knowledge aims at strengthening the future leaders with
“Islamized knowledge”. In the words of al-Faruqi “Islamizing knowledge (is) in concrete terms, to
Islamize the disciplines, or better, to produce university level textbooks recasting some twenty
disciplines in accordance with the Islamic vision.”

The another purpose of Islamization of knowledge in regard of the Revealed discipline
was to reopen the gate of ljtihad and to interpret the revelation a new in order to find
comprehensive and adequate solution for the contemporary complicated problems which the
Muslim community is facing. The production of text books for teaching social sciences from the
Islamic perspective was considered first priority.

Process

There are two levels of IOK process according to Khalil (1991). The first one is the theoretical and
second one is practical. Theoretical level deals with the clarification of the ways, patterns, goals,
stages. In this level the theory of 10K, definition, and justification should be presented. Practical
level means Islamization of various disciplines by the specialists of those by applying the theories
of first level. They would apply various processes to various body of knowledge. Those who
involve in Islamizing movement should understand the fact of Islamic worldview properly
(Haneef, 2009).

According to Faruqi (1982) the process of IOK is “recasting knowledge as Islam relates

to it”. This way needs a cluster of works in order to solve the problem of dualism. On the other
hand, IOK aims at ‘producing university level textbooks recasting some twenty disciplines in
accordance to the Islamic vision’. After mastering modern knowledge Islamizers must integrate or
infuse new knowledge into Islamic legacy. Further Farugi (1981) mentioned some methodological
ways of Islam entitled the unity of truth, unity of knowledge, unity of humanity, unity of life etc.
(Haneef, 2009). Ragab (1995) stated the IOK initially an epistemological and methodological
matter. In fact, this is a research oriented and theory building effort which leads to the synthesis or
integration of revealed knowledge and watching the universe through scientific enterprise.
Brohi (1993) stated the process of IOK is to reform the components of modern knowledge and to
make it consistent with the main aspects of the Holy Qur’an concerning ‘human life, mind and
social behaviour’. According to Ragab (1999) without serious and organized plan with perfect
methodologies production of university level text-books that is vital programme of 10K is not
possible. Publishing some booklets and articles does not lead us to Islamize higher learning books
rather than concentrated efforts can be carried out for the process of IOK and its procedure
smoothly (Haneef, 2009).

The pioneer of Islamization of Knowledge al-Farugi provided in his ‘Work plan’ twelve steps and
five ontological principles of Islamic methodology which are: the unity of Allah, the unity of
creation, the unity of truth, the unity of life and humanity. Hussain (2006) states the methodology
of Louay Safi much easier and more effective where the revelation was considered primary source
of knowledge and both text and action or behaviour analysis techniques as means for theory
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construction. Islamization of personality is the inseparable part of Islamization of knowledge.
Those who are involved in this movement, they should be God fearing, sincere and honest.
Al-Farugi presented twelve steps of work plan to achieve the objectives and aims of Islamization
of knowledge. Whoever wants to achieve the effective results of this movement must go through
these steps. They are:

To master the modern disciplines;

Discipline survey;

To master the Islamic legacy; The Anthology;

Mastery of the Islamic legacy; The analysis;

Establishment of the specific relevance of Islam to each area of modern knowledge;
Critical assessment of the modern discipline: The state -of- the art;

Critical assessment of the Islamic legacy : The state -of- the art;

Survey of the ummah’s major problems;

Survey of the problems of humankind;

10 Creative analyses and syntheses between the Islamic legacy and modern knowledge,

11. Recasting the discipline under the framework of Islam: The university textbook;

12. Dissemination of Islamized knowledge
Challenges
It seems that Islamization movement activities are not sound compared to the Western new
knowledge produced time to time in terms of quality and quantity. Naturally, due to slow motion,
it lagged behind. Many university level text books have not been produced sufficiently. Further
Hussain (2006) drew our attention to another challenge in this connection, that is internet or
website basis huge amount of Western knowledge that gradually de-Islamize the minds of Muslim
young generation.

There are different views prevail regarding Islamic revealed subjects whether it should be
Islamized or not. Some scholars opine, in fact, in the context of Islamic Revealed Knowledge
courses no need of Islamization but it should be contextualized by making Islamic issues relevant
with contemporary issues (Othman, 2006). Integration the disciplines of Revealed knowledge and
acquired knowledge in school, college and university curriculum is another important task to
implement the programme “Islamization of knowledge”.

Accommodation of the people from root level of the society is the must for popularizing
Islamization movement in Bangladesh. BIIT the branch of 1T has contributed a lot to this field.
But failed to familiarize the concept of Islamization and its’ importance among young generation
as well as mass people. Almost all literatures on Islamization are in English language and content
are seemed too complicated to understand the idea. Consequently, those publications could not
draw attentions of general students. Apparently publications of HIT are for elite class or for the
people of high thought. That is why some original publication should be written in Bengali
language easily.

Islamization Phobia
Whole education system of Bangladesh has been dominated by secular oriented educationists and
secular politicians for long time. Sometimes they express concern about degrading of ethics and
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values among graduates. Accordingly, they emphasize value oriented education but never explain
what type of values and how it should be taught. Similarly, they always also express deep concern
and are afraid of Islamization of education. This is one kind of dilemma, dichotomy and dualistic
characteristics that leads the whole nation to the vague. Moreover, they could not provide any
guideline to uphold our traditional values and spiritual or inner development in the young
graduates.

Solution

Islamization of Ourselves

Stakeholders of this great movement always must bear in their minds to Islamize themselves.
Besides academic activities, Islamic values should be instilled in the inner minds of students
through co-curriculum programme. In order to solve the malaise of Ummah perfectly, we have to
emphasize to Islamize our behaviour also along with Islamization of knowledge.

Kalimah Sawah Theory

Almost all citizens of the country Muslims or hon-Muslims are supposed to be unanimously admit
that some interactive values should be developed in the students such as honesty, justice, equity
and equality, law of order, patriotism, democracy, and so on. In this regard Islamic educationists/
academicians/ scholars should organize interfaith dialogue and exchange ideas based on the Holy
Qur’an’s verse: “Say: O people of the Book! Come to common terms as between us and you: that
we worship none but Allah; that we associate no partners with Him; that we erect not, from among
ourselves, Lords and patrons other than Allah...... They would negotiate and exchange views to
inculcate/incorporate values in the curriculum of all stages of education. This may be initial stage
of Islamization of education.

Role of ‘Ulama/ Waiz to Islamization

‘Ulama/Waizin who graduated from madaris frequently deliver sermon or public lectures on
various issues based on Islamic ideology or Sharia’h. Similarly they have direct interaction with
mass people and they could influence them easily. If they talk on the dualistic education and its
effects providing the guideline for resolution of this crisis as Islamization of education, people
from different corners can be convinced.

Integration and Islamization

To a great extent, without integration Islamization is not possible. Now a question arises about
integration and its criteria. In fact, perfect integration seems very complicated. Already some
formula or initiatives have been taken in different parts of the Muslim worlds. If necessary, some
methods of integrations could be examined and introduced to some extent.

First Introduction of an Integrated Curriculum in Bangladesh

According to Mijy (2004), at the beginning of the twentieth century, some practical and serious
efforts were made towards reforming the madrasah education and to promote it in line with the
needs and demands of modern life. Ibrahimy (1990) commented that in the Earle conference of
1908, several members vigorously discussed on the question of modernization of the madrasah
courses. During 1909-13, a series of conferences were held at Dhaka. A notable personality of
Bengal, A. N. M. Waheed, had framed a new scheme in 1910 to promote the educational sector in
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favour of Muslims. His scheme was accepted by the government in 1914 and came into practice in
almost all madaris of Bengal in 1915, except Calcutta Aliya Madrasah.

In conformity with this new system introduced by A.N.M. Waheed, English was included
in the syllabi as a compulsory subject while Persian was excluded. Consequently, the course of
study approved by the government included Qur’an, Urdu, Bengali, Arithmetic, Geography,
History, English, Arabic, Drawing, Handicrafts, and drill as subjects of studies.

Publications for Mass People and Students

In order to make mass students or mass people easy understand and access about Islamization and
its relevant issues steps for publication have to be taken immediately. However, there are a lot of
publications by HIT and BIIT such as books, journals booklets and so on. This study observes that
those publications could not draw attention of mass students to make understand the issue of
Islamization and its significance as per expectation. However, a substantial number of literature
works on the concept of Islamization or relevant must be produced in native language of Bangla in
such articulated and flexible way that general students or mass educated people may understand
the concept and importance of it. Subsequently, they could feel encouraged and materialize it in
their practical life. This noble job has to be done by concerned individuals, research centre like
BIIT and any other institutions.

Education Model of Malaysia or Other Muslim Countries

The government of Bangladesh and the people have always positive attitude towards Malaysia.
More than one million people of Bangladesh live in Malaysia as students or professional of
various sectors peacefully. Considering these circumstances, in order to develop or modify the
education system of Bangladesh based on values or Islamization, Malaysian education system can
be followed to some extent. In this regard the Bangladeshi faculties who are working in different
Malaysian universities can take initiatives. In this way, to some extent Islamic world view or
Islamization relevant courses or topics would introduced in all faculties of universities.
Islamization of Disciplines

Through past four decades different Muslim scholars attempted to write on Islamization of various
disciplines applying the aspects of IOK like Abu Sulaiman in Political Science, Ibrahim Ragab
and Awsaf Ali in Sociology, Muhammad Anwar, Muhammad Arif, Zubair Hasan and Ataul Haq
in Economics (Haneef, 2009). Brohi (1993) argues that IOK is need “because modern knowledge
is based on a framework that inconsistent with the Islamic worldview”. Idris (1987) states modern
knowledge is based on ‘false assumption of materialistic atheistic philosophy’. As the
contemporary knowledge or disciplines which are taught in universities all over the world in
general, and the Muslim world in particular are representing the Western philosophy and based on
western worldview, this is a need to Islamize this knowledge and evaluate and modify for being
accepted in Muslim society. According to Al-Attas Islamization is applicable for humanities and
social sciences not pure and natural sciences (Haneef, 2009).

There are some scholars who criticize the concept of Islamization in different angles.
Haneef (2009) described that “Some works that are critical of the IOK project as a whole or
approaches to 10K. In the former group there writers such as Fazlur Rahman (1988), Ziauddin
Sardar (1988, 1989), Yasin Mohamed (1994), Seyyd Nasr (1991), and Hadi Sharifi (1984) who
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are critical of IOK”. Hussain (2006) argues that it seems a new concept to many people and
sometimes it is misinterpreted perception. On the other hand, Ali (2010) states that some are
asking reasonable questions and arguing that they are still not satisfied “that the Islamization of
knowledge is either relevant or urgent.” Another scholar claimed that the term “Islamization of
knowledge” itself is not perfect. It should be “Islamicization” or “contextualization” (Ali, 1). A
number of scholars in different corners of the Muslim world think that it is not possible at all and
they got annoyed when they hear this term.

According to Ragab (1995) the use of term of IOK in several ways creates confusion
among the readers. The concept of IOK has not been clarified in clear way or better elaborately to
those who are interested to contribute in this regard. Khalil (1991) criticized that theoretical level
of 10K is still not realized clearly. Subsequently any real progress of practical is satisfactory
(Haneef, 2009). Many criticise that those who involve in this movement, so far could not produce
the university level textbooks in this regard which is main goal of it.

There is another matter of dispute among the scholars that which branch of knowledge
should be Islamized. Some scholars do not perceive the necessity of Islamization of hard sciences,
while some other think all branches of knowledge should be Islamized. However, IIUM has
initiated to give priority in this regard the social sciences.

Question of Non-Muslims and Secularists/Communists

In terms of location of this country, a large number of non-Muslim populations (Hindu, Buddhists,
Christians and various tribal groups) and major educated people’s mind set the situation of
Bangladesh much more different from other Muslim countries. Bangladesh is the Muslim country
which is surrounded by India a big Hindu country in three sides and Myanmar in another side.
There is no neighbouring Muslim country. Moreover, there are many conflicting religious sects
and political groups among Muslims. Keeping these all factors in mind, Islamization and
integration programme should be taken forward with wisdom, sincerity, missionary mind set, and
unitedly.

An Integrated Common Course

In the Holy Qur’an, there are two types of great signs (Ayat) of the Almighty; Legislative Signs
(s «f) and Phenomenological Signs (4sS <ui). In order to create awareness, interest among
the graduates towards the Holy Qur’an both of the signs should be taught in logical and scientific
methods that it would be relevant to the contemporary circumstances and present situations. As
the majority people of the country are religious in spirit, incorporation of the Qur’anic Signs in the
curriculum of higher education and inculcation of Qur’anic world view in the body of higher
learning or Islamization of education that would create awareness among the people particularly,
young generation about spirituality and rationality of the Qur’anic guidelines and ensure remedy
of the dichotomy crises to a large extent. Moreover, the curriculum of any education system has
been regarded manifestation of the culture of any nation and influences the younger generation.
This study recommends for introduction a Qur’anic course combined with both Signs of the
Almighty and focuses on significance of incorporation of the course with the curriculum of higher
education in all faculties of general /secular education.
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Conclusion

Islamization of knowledge/education in general and particularly in Bangladesh is not a short cut
programme rather it is a long time ongoing process. Absolutely for the sake of Allah, a group of
Muslim scholars of all disciplines of knowledge, students, teachers and stake holders of the
country who are dedicated and sincere must come forth and provide their efforts constantly in
order to help reach this movement to its zenith. Then it is real success can be expected. In fact,
holistic and integrated education can produce more competent graduates who contribute to the
socio-economic development of the society. Social sciences and natural sciences from the Islamic
perspective ought to be taught. Some stakeholders of the various Universities, to Islamize of social
science should be immediately made to ensure an integrated curriculum. The Islamization
movement has not been familiar still now in the country and certainly secular educationists and
scholars do not accept it positively. In these circumstances, higher Islamic learning graduates have
to gain in-depth awareness concerning this movement as so that they can motivate the secular
intelligentsia.
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Abstract

Acronyms, idiosyncratic part of natural languages, have become cross-lingually popular.
The English language has experienced a resurgence of acronyms since the World Wars.
This new wave of the non-morphematic words in English has left an indelible impression
on Bangla. Like mainstream words, Bangla has also accepted many acronym loans from
the English language. This is a small-scale research on the mechanisms and patterns of
borrowing English acronyms and their functions in our language. In conducting this
qualitative research, we have used diverse resources including dictionaries, lexicons,
scholarly publications, newspapers and social media sites. Our data reveal that the
English Acronymic loans in Bangla can be compartmentalized into two broad categories
— direct and indirect loans. There are many direct loans from the English sources. We
have named this type as ‘Global Acronyms’. The second broad category includes
acronyms locally created using pure English materials (Local acronyms); acronyms
created using pure Bangla materials (Indigenous acronyms); acronyms created with an
admixture of bilingual elements (Hybrid acronyms) and acronyms formed from native
materials but acronymized in the Roman script (Transliterated acronym). In our data, we
see the presence of another type which we have called ‘Re-semanticized acronyms’. This
refers to acronyms which are reinterpreted by Banglophones, for example, AIDS (Acute
Ideological Deficiency Syndrome). Both direct and indirect loans in Bangla have shown
considerable productivity. The loans can be prefixed and suffixed with Bangla affixes.
They can be inflected for pluralization. They are also open to participate in non-
concatenative processes like reduplication in Bangla.

Introduction

Life in the modern times is inundated with ‘acronyms’ and yet the term ‘acronym is one of those

words that has remained maddeningly ill-defined for its entire existence (Zimmer). Ben Zimmer,

after surveying the history of the term, offers the simplest definition of acronyms as pronounceable

words created out of the initials or major parts of compounds like ‘NATQ?, ‘radar’ or ‘TriBeCa’.
Mainstream word formation processes utilize morphemes to create new words (Zapata 24). In

this respect, ‘acronyms’ are somewhat idiosyncratic by nature as they are formed out of initial letters
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of a group of words. This means that acronyms are the products of a non-morphematic word
formation process.

Etymologically speaking, the word ‘Acronym’ was coined in 1943 from Greek ‘akrosonyma’
meaning a name derived from the tips of some names. So, by origin, ‘acronym’ refers to a word
formed by the juxtaposition of the initial letters of some other words. In other words, we can say
that when the initial letters of a phrase form a new word, we call it ‘Acronym’. For example, the
initial letters of ‘North Atlantic Treaty Organization’ form the single word ‘NATO’. When the initial
letters of the phrase ‘National Aeronautics and Space Administration’ are put together to form a
new word, we get the famed ‘NASA’.

Acronym is one of the three frequently used word formation processes involving abbreviation
of words. The remaining two of the word shortening processes are Clipping and Initialism (Quirk et
al. 182).

The linguistic analysis of the acronymization process by researchers has proved that
acronymization as a word-formation process is common cross-linguistically (Altakhaineh 7). This
cross-linguistic popularity of acronyms is connected with the observation of Yamina Beanne. She
argues that as word shortening mechanisms are globally present across language families, acronyms
should be treated as parts of language universals (Beanne 29).

Acronyms, which are idiosyncratic part of our lexical repertoire, are almost omnipresent in
modern times. They can be traced in scientific and non-scientific journals i.e. NATO, CD-ROM,
VAT, etc. Their presence is also visible in the social media sites (e.g. ASAP, LOL, etc.). The
presence of acronyms is also tangible in the domains of text messaging and email correspondences.
Technologization of the world has tremendously necessitated precision and economy in
communication. Albeit the use of acronyms dates far back to the Roman times (INRI is an acronym
found in use in ancient Rome), the tempo of word shortening techniques got accelerated with the
2" World War. Military personnel and statesmen had to use acronyms for faster communication.
Besides lending rapidity to communication, acronyms also helped people involved in the war in
safely encrypting their messages.

The first edition of the Acronyms, Initialisms and Abbreviations Dictionary (AIAD) was
published in 1960. The AIAD contained 12000 headwords. The 16™ edition published in 1992 had
an incredible number of entries -520000 (lzura and Playfoot 867)! This statistics speaks volumes in
favour of the exponential growth and popularity of the word shortening techniques such as
acronyms, initialisms and abbreviations.

Theoretical Background: Definition, Taxonomy, Orthography and Features of Acronyms
Definition

According to Ben Zimmer, an acronym is “a pronounceable word created out of the initials or major
parts of a compound term, like NATO, radar or TriBeCa”. When the abbreviation is pronounced
by the names of initial letters, like C.1.A. (“see eye ay”), U.C.L.A. (“you see ell ay”) or the unwieldy
WWW (“double-u double-u double-u™), then it’s best to call it an initialism. This is the nomenclature
preferred by many abbreviation-watchers, including the creators of the Acronyms, Initialisms and
Abbreviations Dictionary.
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The formation of acronyms or acronymization is conventionally considered as a word
formation process and hence it is discussed in Morphology. A simplified definition of
acronymization has been offered in the preceding section. In addition to that, a couple of definitions
are furnished below extracted from the works of authorities on the field —

1. Acronyms are shortenings built from the initial letters in a phraseor name. Acronyms are
marked as single words, for example, NASA, AIDS. (Finegan 48)
2. Acronymization is the process whereby a new word is formed from initial letters of the
constituent words of a phrase or sentence. (Zapata 7-8)
If we have a look at the orthography of acronyms, we see that some acronyms are written in upper
case letters while others are written using the combination of upper case and lower case letters in
the English language. For example, NATO belongs to the first category while ‘Radar’ belongs to
the second. There is yet another orthographic form of acronyms where the shortened terms are
written using all lower case letters, for example, scuba.
From the above discussion and examples provided, we may infer that
e Acronyms are generally formed out of the initial letters of some other words or a phrase
o Non-initial letters can also participate in the formation of acronyms
e When acronyms are pronounced as words, they may be composed of initial letter, non-
initial letters, or mixture of initial letters and non-initial letters.
Taxonomy of Acronyms
The following are the general types of acronyms —
Alphabetic acronym: Acronyms formed from the combination of initial letters of phrases or names
are called Alphabetic acronyms. For example, NASA, WHO, etc.
Syllabic acronym: Acronyms formed by the syllables of the constituent words of a compound or
phrase are called Syllabic acronyms. For example, SatNite (Saturday Night), BeNeLux (Belgium,
Netherlands and Luxembourg), Forex (Foreign Exchange), Interpol (International Police; the
official name of this organization is ‘International Criminal Police Organization®).
Mixed acronyms: These acronyms are formed by the combination of first letter and first or last
syllable of constituent components of a name or phrase. For example, IMAX (Image Maximum).

Apart from these common categories, there are some other types of acronyms as well. One of
these types is the acronyms where we see the combinations of words and numbers. For example,
Covid-19. There are also word and letter combination in some acronyms. For example, CD-ROM.
The Acronym-Initialism Distinction

Though ‘initialism’ as a linguistic term is older and broader than ‘acronym’, and they have
been in use interchangeably, some differences are there between the two. According to Paula Rua,
initialisms have two forms — acronyms and alphabetisms. In the context of this article, we will
consider strings of initial letters of names or phrases which are pronounceable as words as acronyms.
Group of letters picked up from longer names or phrases which are not pronounceable as words can
be called alphabetism.
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Initialism

Acronyms Alaphebitism
Figurel Rua’s Model of Initialism

So, from the above triangular model, we see that initialism is the broader term of which acronym is
a mere part (Rua 33). In the remaining portion of this article we will consider letter words which are
pronounced or read as words as acronyms.

Features of Acronyms

As acronyms are letter words (McArthur 28), they are composed of the initial letters of longer words
or phrases. However, not all the initial letters of the longer words or phrases are used in the
construction of acronyms. Normally, the function words are omitted in the process of acronym
building. This is aimed at keeping the acronyms manageable.

According to Ingrid Fandryaz, the most distinctive feature of acronyms is that they are formed
in the graphic mode. This pen and paper origin of acronyms sets them apart from other word
formation processes.

Garland Cannon in his scholarly discussion on acronyms points out that the source of an
acronym must have, at least, three constituents. Generally, not more than two initial letters or sounds
of a constituent can be retained in the resultant form. The researcher, however, has acknowledged
the exceptions to this general rule.

Pronounceability is an important factor in the construction of acronyms. Sometimes, the
sequencing of the letters may be changed to make sure that the acronym is pronounceable. Ingrid
Fandryaz quotes an example of this type from Time —

MISHAP — Missile High Speed Assembly Program. Here, in the acronymized form the
positions of ‘H’ and ‘S’ have been interchanged to ensure the pronounceability and homonymy
(Fandryaz 71).

Creativity plays a major role in the formation process of acronyms. In this regard, the
observation of Garland Cannon is that “acronyms are among the most creative, freewheeling
creations in vocabulary today. They differ from most other items in that they are never lapses and
are seldom formed by analogy, but are consciously made. Organizations sometimes choose a proper-
sounding name by assembling a sequence of words to effect the desired collocation” (102).

Some acronyms can be re-interpreted albeit in a jocular fashion. In such cases, irony is the
driving force. For example, Fiat (Fix It Again, Tony instead of Fabbricaltaliana di Automobili
Torino).
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Acronyms behave like normal words. They can participate in the morphological processes like
other lexemes. Steven Pinker’s observation is noteworthy in this regard. He rightly points out
“acronyms, like phrases, can turn into bona fide words, as a language evolves as in TV, VCR, UFO,
SOB, and PC. Once an acronym has become a word there is no reason not to treat it as a word,
including adding a plural suffix to it. Would anyone really talk about three JP (Justice of Peace) five
POW (Prisoners of War) or nine SOB (Sons of bitches) (Pinker 72)?”

The following are the salient features of acronyms that we get from the above discussion —

e  Acronyms are letter words formed from the initial letters of longer words or phrases.

o Initially they come into existence graphemically.

e  Pronounceability is an important factor in the construction of acronyms.

e The creation of acronyms is a laboriously creative process and some acronyms are re-

interpreted creatively.

e Acronyms are like normal lexemes. They are inflectable. Like other words, they can

participate in morphological processes.
Acronyms: A Brief History
It is a widely known fact that abbreviations and acronyms go back several millennia (Cannon 120).
The strong intention to economize is seen in Hebrew and Roman examples like MILH
(MiLolhLnvHshmilh — Who shall go up for us to heaven?) and INRI (Jesus Nazarenus Rex
Judaerum — Jesus of Nazareth, King of the Jews).

Though acronymy seems to be a linguistic phenomenon of the modern times, it has ancient
roots in Greek too. The first recorded use of acronymy is seen in the Greek word ‘ichthys’ meaning
“fish’. The expansion of this ecclesiastical acronym is ‘Iesous Christos, TheousHuios, Soter’ (Jesus
Christ, God’s Son, Savior).

In Great Britain, we see the popular presence of an acronym in the 17" century. This political
acronym, CABAL, was constructed from the names of five cabinet ministers. The ‘penta’ was
comprised of Clifford, Arlington, Buckingham, Ashley and Lauderdale (Algeo 220).

In American English, the first known acronyms were recorded in 1879. Walter P. Phillips
developed it for The United Press Association. The acronyms intended to be used as telegraphic
codes were ‘SCOTUS’ (Supreme Court of the United States) and ‘POT’ (President of the ...).
‘POT’, in 1895, ended up in ‘POTUS’ (President of the United States). ‘POTUS” was later joined
by ‘FLOTUS’ (First Lady of the United States). The growth of this type of acronyms kept an upward
curve because of their succinctness. These acronyms because of their shorthandedness received
importance in the lingos of journalism, diplomacy and later on they sealed their place in the
academic circle.

The German equivalent of acronyms is ‘akronym’ and it had been in use since the early 1920s.
Though initialisms date back 1844, Ben Zimmer points out “It took another century for acronym to
make the scene in English, taking off during World War 11 ... Stephen Goranson, a researcher at
Duke University, recently discovered a use of acronym from 1940, ...”. There is consensus among
the linguistic historians that despite the presence of acronyms from antiquity, they started to get
widespread acceptance since the 2" World War. The wartime emergency situation warranted
extreme precision in language use. Messages needed to be encoded succinctly and safely in the least
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possible time. These parameters were aptly met by acronyms and hence they proliferated during the
wartime. Now the internet revolution and the resultant unprecedented growth of electronic
communication have caused the perennial bloom of this flower from the linguistic garden.
Acronymization: Its uses and functions in Bangla
Despite the presence of word shortening mechanisms in Bangla for a long period of time pre-dating
the British colonization of the Indian sub-continent, the popularity of the twin processes of
abbreviation and acronymization got momentum after the prolonged linguistic contact between
Bangla and English got started. The processes have been vigorously incorporated into the fabric of
Bangla with the IT revolution and increased global connectivity between the Banglophones and
other communities through the internet. Increased national and international communication,
exponential growth in the number of highly educated individuals, rapid industrialization and
urbanization and above all, democratization of technology like availability of mobile phones with
internet connections, wifi etc. have tremendously contributed to the popularity of word-shortening
mechanisms like acronymization and abbreviations in Bangla. Higher educational and scientific
institutions have also played a remarkable role in the dissemination of this process. Apart from the
laudable role of academia in the dispersal of acronymization, the role of mobile phone operators
also deserves mention in accelerating the popularity of word shortening techniques in Bangla. To
say all in a few words, we can say that the Banglophones have adopted word shortening mechanisms
to save time, space, and money. Economy of language here entails time, energy, space, and money.
Pragmatic factors apart, acronymization like the English language, serves the purpose of
getting rid of repetitions in Bangla. Besides serving utilitarian purposes of saving time, space and
energy, acronymization adds to the beauty of the language, both in its written and oral forms. No
more is acronymization the territory solely to be visited by the writers of scientific papers - the land
can these days be explored by anyone, Every Tom, Dick and Harry. The domain of acronymized
forms are no more terra incognita for the common language users. Even the illiterate people these
days have their fair share in this whom you will frequently hear using the shortened forms ‘ILU” or
‘OMG’ over the phone!
Materials and Method
In conducting this qualitative study, the researcher has collected data chiefly from lexicographic
sources. To diversify the data and to make them representative, other sources have also been used.
Among these are government websites, social media sites and newspapers.
As there is a paucity of materials on acronyms in Bangla, the researcher has utilized his native-
speaking status in collecting and generating required data. Researcher-observation as a reliable
source of data was introduced by Uriel Weinreich. Authentic data, according to him, can be collected
by a trained researcher (Weinreich 112).
Data
Data for this study have been collected from diverse sources including the following dictionaries.
Government websites, newspapers and social media sites have also supplied us with data which
have been recorded under ‘Researcher’s Collection’.
Chalti Shobder Abhidhan
The following data have been collected from Mamunur Rasheed’s Chalti Shobder Abhidhan:
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Photo Credit = Fokrey (Fter)

Tax Identification Number = TIN (57)

Laugh Out Loud = Lool/Lools (5=1/=Te)

Personal Identification Number = PIN (=)

Chattogram Biswabiddiyala (Chittagong University) = Chobi (57)
Dhaka Biswabiddiyalaya (Dhaka University) = Dhabi (51f)

Shahjalal University of Science and Technology = Shabiprobi (*if3eif)
Bangladesh Institute of Research and Rehabilitation on Diabetes, Endocrine and Metabolic
Disorders = BIRDEM (3r=tew)

National Academy for Educational Management = NAEM (F1Gw)
Haste Haste Morey Gelam = HaHaMoGe (i)

Banglai Procholito Engreji Shobder Abhidhan

Bangladesh Agricultural Research Institute = BARI (3if%)
Bangladesh Academy for Rural Development = BARD (3T%)

Dhaka University Central Students’ Union = DUCSU (%)
Bangladesh Small and Cottage Industries Corporation= BSIC (/f)
Water Supply and Sewage Authorities = WASA (€3

International Rice Research Institute = IRRI (3/)

Water and Power Development Authority = WAPDA (somr)

Bangla Slang Abhidhan
Avra Basu has recorded, among others, the following examples of acronyms in Bangla:
Acute Ideological Deficiency Syndrome = AIDS (43%)
| Love You = ILU (39)

Researcher’s collection
The following examples have been collected by the researcher from different sources:
Bangladesh Institute of Academic Management = BIAM (@)
Durniti Daman Commission = Dudak (qn<)
Chattogram City Corporation = Chosik (571)
Chattogram Unnoyan Kartripakkha = Chouk (5¢%)
Rajdhani Unnoyan Kartripakkha = Rajuk (3/&es)
JaS = Jati Songo (UN) (ifesiex)
SaS = Sahajjo Songstha (3T=ry 71Z])
VAT = Value Added Tax (o115)
Muillo Songjojon Kar = Musak (7<)
Self-Contained Under Water Breathing Apparatus = SCUBA (Scuba) (Z31)
RAT = Rapid Action Team (3715)

A



The Chittagong University Journal of Arts and Humanities

Official Acronyms used in Bangladesh
The following are examples of some acronyms officially coined and used in Bangladesh.
Acronyms enjoying high-frequency use have been transliterated into Bangla —
Association of Development Agencies in Bangladesh = ADAB
Bangladesh Association of International Recruiting Agencies = BAIRA (3r=t)
Bangladesh Petroleum Exploration Company = BAPEX (Jrto=)
Bangladesh Academy for Rural Development = BARD (3rs)
Bangladesh Agricultural Research Institute = BARI (31f)
Bangladesh Agricultural Research Council = BARC
Bangladesh Textile Exposition = BATEXPO (aicswEe=)
Bangladesh Export Processing Zone Authority = BEPZA (®@=rei)
Bangladesh Institute of Research on Diabetes and Endocrine Metabolism = BIRDEM
(qrerre)
Bangladesh Oxygen Company = BOC
Bangladesh Rural Advancement Committee = BRAC (@11%)
Bangladesh University of Engineering and Technology = BUET (3w5)
Dhaka Electric Supply Company = DESCO (cet=)
Eastern News Agency = ENA
Fair Election Monitoring Alliance = FEMA (=)
International NGO = INGO
Memorandum of Understanding = MoU
National Institute of Public Administration = NIPA
National Institute of Preventive and Social Medicine = NIPSOM
Overseas Correspondents’ Association of Bangladesh = OCAB (¢3R)
Rapid Action Battalion = RAB (3719)
Sramik Karmachari Oikya Parishad = SKOP (=)

Acronyms in sentences
Afghanistaney a-NATO (V-TCBT) deshgulir Bhumika Kemon chhilo?
Dudaker obhijan choloman thakuk.
Jolaboddota niroshoney Chosiker ghum kokhon bhanbey?
NATOheen Afghanistan Kemon hobey?
AlDSakranto lokjoner upojukto chikithsar bebostha kora houk.
Tar MUNpriti dekhar moto. Kintu eto MUNtun diye ki hobey?
Amader Radargulo thik moto kaj korey ki?
Al-Nassr-e swagatam, Priyo GOAT CR7.
Covidakranta lokjonke sahajjo koro.
Tar BUEtioohonkar BCS porikkhai bhupatito holo.
WASA-twasa lagbena, ekta deep tubewell bosiey nao.
Hall-e keno, faokhete holey FAO-¢ jao.
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Shilpomontrir SKOPpriti dekhar motho.

IRRItey sonali diner sonali swapno krishoker.

Nijer ghorer chaley tin nai, amar abar TIN!

EsobPINtin baad den, ami analogue manush.

Lukieyelukieye koi jao sobi jani, amar radar fanki deya eto sohojna!

Etoeto phonalap fansh hochchhey, konta asol konta nokol buja dai.

Kothata bolatey tar BUETI0 abhijattey gha legechhey.

(Researcher generated sample sentences)

Discussion
The collected data reveal the patterns, morphological behavior, status and productivity of English
acronyms in Bangla.

Let us begin our discussion with the types of English or English-induced acronyms in Bangla.
Like lexical items, acronym-borrowing in Bangla has two broad patterns — Direct and Indirect
borrowings. The members of the first category are those borrowed directly from English. Some
examples of these unaltered acronyms from our data are — NATO, NASA, AIDS etc. Here we would
like to dub these direct acronym loans as ‘Global Acronyms’.

The other class the members of which have been indirectly borrowed can be called ‘Local
Acronyms’. Local acronyms are constructed in a number of ways. They can be formed using
materials from the English language but these are ‘home made’ products. Some examples of this
class are — NAEM, BIAM, WAPDA etc. Some acronyms of this class are also constructed using
Bangla materials. For example, MuSaK (Muillo Songjojan Kar) etc. There are some acronyms in
Bangla formed using Bangla materials but they are transliterated in the Roman script. For example,
SKOP (Sramik Karmachari Oikya Parishad). There is yet the presence of another acronym which is
composed of both Bangla and English elements. For example, DuDaC (Durniti Daman
Commission).

We have seen the presence of acronyms like ‘MuSaK’, ‘ChaUK’, ‘RajUK’ etc. The raw
materials used in the molding of these acronyms are purely indigenous. They are pure Bangla
acronyms processed by the utilization of Bangla words. These acronyms can be labelled as
‘Indigenous Acronyms’.

The acronym ‘SKOP”’ is built from Bangla lexical materials but is written and pronounced in
the Romanized form and hence it can be christened as ‘Transliterated acronym’.

The acronym ‘DuDaC’ (Durniti Daman Commission) is composed of bilingual elements. We
can dub it as ‘Hybrid acronym’.

Another interesting type of acronym is also in use in Bangla. Let us have a look at ‘AIDS’
from Bangla Slang Abhidhan. The global acronym has been purged of 25% of its old carnal elements
and re-fleshed by the speakers of Bangla maintaining the original skeleton. In its ‘old bones and
some new flesh’ form, AIDS stands for ‘Acute Ideological Deficiency Syndrome’. Here all the
materials are of English stock but the acronym has been recharged with new semantic significance.
This acronymic ‘old wine in new bottle’ may be called as ‘Re-semanticized Acronyms’ or
‘Reinterpreted Acronyms’. Twists of this type are generally added to the acronyms by young
users of the social media.
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Morphological Processing of Acronymic Loans in Bangla

The English loan acronyms in Bangla show remarkable performance in getting combined with
other morphological processes. For example, some of them can be inflected to form plurals.
The acronym ‘Radar’ can be pluralized by adding the Bangla plural marker suffix ‘gulo’ to it
which results in the hybrid form ‘Radargulo (srerete)’. Some of the acronyms are open to
affixation — ‘A-NATO (=-/51t51)” (Non-NATO), NATOheen (s7rtera=) (Without the presence
of NATO). The acronyms can form Euphonic combination with Bangla words, i.e.
AlDSakranto («2wsi@i@). The acronyms can also take different case endings in Bangla. For
instance, ‘Sey Bracey (&7<- @) kormoroto’. Here we see the acronym taking the locative case
ending. Some of the acronyms can also take genitive case ending in Bangla. For example,
‘UNICEFer programgulo onek doridro deshey bhalo fol diechhey’. In this sentence, ‘UNICEF’
has taken the genitive case-ending in Bangla. Some of the acronyms can also be reduplicated
in Bangla. For example, ‘Esob MUNtun nakorey poralekha koro’.

Phonological and Semantic Shifts

A few of the borrowed acronyms in Bangla can also undergo some changes in form and
meaning. One such example attested by our data (Chalti Shobder Abhidhan) is ‘Lool’ or
‘Lools’. It is based on LOL (Laughing Out Loud). But it has undergone phonological change
in Bangla by the insertion of an extra vowel sound /o/ between the two consonants. Both the
two variants of the acronym are in use in Bangla. With the insertion of the extra vowel sound,
it has undergone semantic change in Bangla. By Lool or Lools, the younger speakers of Bangla
refer to someone with philandering mentality who is senior to them in term of age. Here we see
that through the twin processes of phonological and semantic changes, the acronym in the
Bangla language has adopted a new and curious look, in terms of both form and meaning.
‘YABA-compatibility’ in Nomenclature

Garland Cannon suggests that in choosing acronyms, we should remember that the letter word
should be “YABA-compatible’ (103). The acronym ‘YABA’ here stands for “Yet Another
Bloody Acronym’. By “YABA-compatible’, the scholar means that in the construction process
of acronyms, pronounceability and inoffensiveness of the chosen form should be ensured (103).
In conformity with the basic principles at work in the construction process of acronyms,
meticulous care is taken in Bangladesh. For example, the name of the elite force ‘RAB’ (Rapid
Action Battalion) was ‘RAT’ (Rapid Action Troops) at the inception. But as ‘RAT” is not a
bravery-emitting name, it was changed to a more appealing form, ‘RAB’. This reminds us of
an American acronym ‘BOMB’ which was discarded by the Nixon administration for its
negative semantic connotation.

Lexicalization of acronyms

Some acronyms in Bangladesh have become household words. They are so frequently used that
people are oblivious of their status. This widespread dispersal and the subsequent promotion of
acronyms to words is called lexicalization. In other words, the process through which an
acronym passes from being a sequence of letters into a word is called lexicalization (Beanne
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27). ‘IRRT’ and ‘BIRDEM”’ are two examples of this class in Bangladesh. Leonhard Lipka in
his discussion points to the temporal factor behind the lexicalization of acronyms (5). He thinks
that lexicalization is a process of diachronic change through which a string of initial letters
formed out of an expression is reduced to a single word. How time contributes to the
lexicalization of acronyms has also been commented upon by Brinton and Traugott — “the
change whereby in certain linguistic contexts speakers use a syntactic construction or word
formation as a new contentful form with formal and semantic properties that are not completely
derivable or predictable from the constituents of the constructions or the word formation
pattern. Over time, there may be further loss of internal constituency and the item may become
more lexical” (144).

Yamina Beanne has indicated another operational factor that leads an acronym to being
treated as a word. According to her, “lexicalization is achieved when the relation between the
word’s meaning and the acronym becomes stronger than the relation between the acronym and
its expanded form (Beanne 27).” From the English language ‘radar’, and ‘scuba’ are good
examples that prove the point of Beanne.

In the light of the discussion on lexicalization of acronyms by Yamina Beanne, Leonhard
Lipka, Laurel J. Brinton and Elizabeth C. Traugott, we see that two factors are at work behind
the lexicalization of acronyms. Beanne (32) terms these factors as ‘frequency’ and ‘constancy’.
When acronyms are bestowed with these factors, they got stabilized in a language. Stabilization
leads to the lexicalization of acronyms.

Now let us evaluate some English acronymic loans in Bangla in the light of the preceding
theoretical discussion. Some acronyms in Bangla because of their high-frequency use have
gained pan-Bangladesh dispersal. They have also been being used for decades. For example,
‘IRRT’, ‘BUET’ and ‘BIRDEM’. These acronyms are often treated as independent, one-word
unit. People from all walks of life come across these acronyms both in the print and electronic
media. This repeated exposure to the acronyms has made them conversant with the letter words.
Many of them use these acronyms like native Bangla words. For example, let us think of the
sentence ‘BCS porikkhai fail Korey tar BUETio ohonkar bhupatito holo’. Here the local
English acronym ‘BUET’ has been affixed with Bangla suffix ‘-io’. ‘BUETi0’ in this context
means ‘connected with BUET’. Let us have a look at another sentence ‘BIRDEM, BIRDEM
Korey sey local haspataley chikithsha nanie bipodey porlo.” BIRDEM, the famous specialized
hospital situated in Dhaka, is a household name in Bangladesh. Even semi-literate people in
our country can frame sentences like the above one by employing the word formation technique
of reduplication on the acronym ‘BIRDEM’. Again, in a sentence like ‘Montrir SKOPpriti
dekhar moto’, we see that the transliteratedacronym ‘SKOP’ has been compounded with the
Bangla word ‘Preeti’ yielding the hybrid form ‘SKOPpreeti’ meaning ‘love for SKOP’. So, it
is noticeable that some acronyms in Bangla because of their high-frequency use and familiarity
have achieved almost lexicalized status. Another factor is at work behind this integration of
English acronyms into the fabric of Bangla. This is the temporal length of the acronym. The
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older the acronym, the better chances for its assimilation with the borrowing language.
Acronyms like ‘BUET’, ‘SKOP’ and ‘DuDaC’ enjoy high frequency use in Bangla — ‘BUET’
for its academic excellence and prestige; ‘SKOP’ for its role in the industrial sector of the
country and ‘DuDaC’ for its countrywide anti-corruption drives.

Final Taxonomy of Acronyms in Bangla

At the beginning of the ‘Discussion’ section, we have traced four types of acronyms in Bang]a.
Based on our data and the subsequent discussion, we can further categorize the English loan
acronyms in Bangla into the following types —

Lexicalized Acronyms —These are kinds of democratic acronyms with almost all
Banglophones having access and command over them. For example, IRRI (dhan). Some other
examples of this group attested by our data are WASA, BUET, CUCSU, DUCSU etc.

Transliterated Acronyms —The building blocks of these acronyms are pure native
materials but for the convenience of pronunciation their acronymized forms are written in the
Roman script. One example of this type present in our data is SKOP (Sramaik Karmachari
Oikiya Parishad).

Hybrid Acronyms —There are some acronyms which are composed of bilingual elements.
For example, DuDaC (Durniti Daman Commission). As this acronym is formed through the
fusion of Bangla and English elements, we dub this as a ‘Hybrid acronym’.

Janus Acronyms —There are some curious acronyms which when written in Bangla script
are pronounced as words but when these are written in Roman script, they are pronounced as
individual letters. Examples are ChaSiK (Chattogram City Corporation. In English the
shortened form is CCC). The case with ChaMeK (Chattogram Medical College — CMC) is
identical. Other examples are RaSiK, KhuSiK, Dhamek etc.

Our data have attested the presence of these sub-classes of acronyms — Global, Local,
Indigenous (Calqued and Transliterated), Resemanticized, Lexicalized, Transliterated,
Hybridized and Janus acronyms.
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Figure 02: Proposed Taxonomy Model of English Acronyms in Bangla

Findings
Based on our observations in the above discussion, the following are our findings —

1.
2.

Bangla has widespread use of borrowed acronymized words from English.

The analysis of the collected data have revealed that we have the following types of
English or English-induced acronyms in Bangla — Global Acronyms, Local acronyms,
Indigenous Acronyms (Calqued and Transliterated Acronyms), Resemanticized or
Reinterpreted Acronyms, Lexicalized Acronyms, Janus Acronyms and Hybridized
Acronyms.

Despite the significant presence of Global Acronyms, Local Acronyms have started
to assume a preponderant status in Bangla.

Like their English counterparts, acronyms in Bangla can be written with dots and
without dots between letters. But these days, Bangla shows a clear preference to write
acronyms without dots between the letters.

Bangla, in the construction of acronyms, follows the English rule of omitting non-
lexical items.

English or English-induced acronyms in Bangla can participate in both Non-
concatenative and Concatenative morphological processes. They can be inflected, can
be affixed and can be reduplicated, among other morphological processes.

A few English acronyms can undergo partial phonological change and full semantic
change in Bangla.
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8. In complete harmony with the English language, negative-sounding acronyms are
avoided in Bangladesh
9. Some acronyms in Bangla, because of their frequent use in the media, have achieved
almost lexicalized status.
Acronyms: Boons or Banes?
As the issue of the cross-lingual popularity of acronyms crops up in any discussion on them,
we need to answer the query what makes acronyms so popular? This can be attributed to the
catchiness of their forms. Apart from catchiness, there are other attributes of acronyms. The
most important one is the mnemonic quality of the initials. They can aid the memory and makes
it possible for people to remember complex names or things. The mnemonic side of acronyms
is intensified by the time-saving capacity of the initials. In addition to these, there are some
other advantages of acronyms as well. Let us think of the re-creations or re-interpretations of
acronyms. They can serve some literary purposes side by side performing pragmatic functions.
Last but not the least, the utilitarian value of acronyms is of significant importance in modern
times. Encoding of messages through acronyms is a global phenomenon, both in the military
and civil domains. The internet revolution and electronic communication, to be precise, have
taken acronyms to insurmountable heights.

Acronyms by the way of their distinctive manner of encoding messages, can contribute to
the preservation of historical facts. Let us think of the case of the most used acronym in the
contemporary world, Covid-19. The year of the outbreak of the pandemic has been succinctly
packed into the alpha-numeric acronym. Another example that confirms that acronyms are not
only of linguistic value, they have other values too, is the word GOLF. Zerkina et al point out
that ‘Gentlemen Only Ladies Forbidden’, the expansion of GOLF, reflect that there was
prohibition on the participation of women in the game (138). In this way acronyms are linguistic
capsules containing vital information of historical importance. They embody archaic societal
features conveying the realities of past epochs.

Acronyms, however, are not unmixed blessings for us. They pose some problems for the
users of languages. The major difficulty of acronyms is in the semantic field. Meanings of
words created through the use of mainstream word formation techniques can be easily deduced
from the meanings of the constituent parts. But there is a significant hurdle in this case in
acronyms. Unless one is fully aware of the components that contribute to the creation of the
acronym, it is impossible to decode the meaning.

This semantic difficulty apart, the advantages of acronyms far outweigh the
disadvantages. The catchy form, the memory-aiding quality, the time-savvy form and the
freewheeling creativity of acronyms have placed them at a great height of cross-lingual
popularity.

Conclusion
Acronyms have been found to be cross-linguistically present and operational. With their origin
traced in the antiquity, weathering millennial waves, they have emerged even stronger. The
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world wars ended their infancy and the internet revolution and electronic communication have
taken the letter words to an insurmountable height. As they have reached a robust prime,
acronyms have become highly productive yielding innumerable offspring. Their productivity
and global popularity have contributed to the erasure of their status as products of non-
morphematic process. Despite the recognition of the fact that acronymization is a somewhat
low-profile word-formation technique, it shows remarkable performance in Bangla.
Morphologically speaking, some acronyms can be inflected to form plurals. Some others can
be prefixed and suffixed. Some acronyms can also take different case endings in Bangla. Some
are also open to non-concatenative processes such as reduplication.

Bangla has readily embraced many unaltered acronyms from English. The users of
Bangla, however, have not left the lexical transaction at the mere stage of blind borrowing.
They have shown great creativity in utilizing the technique by moulding, remoulding and
adapting it to the linguistic milieu of Bangla. This adaptability and creativity is manifest in the
creation of new types of shortening like ‘Local Acronyms’, ‘Re-semanticized Acronyms’,
‘Janus Acronyms’, ‘Hybridized Acronyms’ and ‘Indigenous Acronyms’. The versatility of
acronymic loan acceptance and new acronymic class creations can contribute significantly to
the future studies of acronyms and their global typologization.
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Abstract
The problem of deriving moral statement from factual statement(s) is a
controversial issue of moral philosophy. British philosopher David Hume
raised the issue at first. Moral philosophers have contributed each other
interpreting Hume’s ‘is-ought’ passage in many ways. Some moral
philosophers believe that a value term or moral term in particular can be
defined by a factual term, or moral statement can be derived from absolutely
factual premises. On the other hand some others oppose that view and argue
that there is no relation between factual term and moral term. They claim that
it is not possible to define moral terms by factual terms or to derive a moral
statement from s factual statement. In this article | shall critically examine the
above two opposing views. | believe that both these views are partially true.
Those who believe that value statement cannot be defined by or derived from
factual statement are right in the sense that value statement cannot be derived
from factual statement formally or deductively and a definition of value terms
by natural terms commits naturalistic fallacy. But they are wrong to say that
value statement cannot be derived from factual statement in any way, or that
there is no relation between them. Similarly those who claim that moral
statement can be derived from factual statement(s) are partially right in the
sense that there is a way to draw moral statement from factual statement(s).
They are partially right because | believe and will try to establish the fact that
moral statement can only be drawn from factual statement informally.

1. Introduction

In the history of meta-ethics we see that naturalism find a very close connection between fact and

value. They attempt to define value terms, such as, good by different natural properties. On the

“Associate Professor, Institute of Education & Research, University of Chittagong



The Chittagong University Journal of Arts and Humanities

other hand, some emotivists, like A. J. Ayer, believe that factual statement and moral statement
contain different properties and hence there is no relation between them. Similarly, Searle and
some others believe that there is a logical connection between factual statement and moral
statement(s). They try to show how moral statement or ought statement can be derived from
factual statement(s) or is statement(s). But R.M. Hare and some others disagree with them. They
find no logical connection between is and ought.

We believe, naturalist’s view that good is definable and Ayer’s view that moral
statements are devoid of all factual contents are too extreme. We will argue that there are some
sort of connection between fact and value, but that connection is varying different from that of
naturalist’s claim. Like non-naturalists, for example G. E. Moore, we believe that a moral term,
such as good is indefinable. But at the same time we believe that there is some sort of connection
between fact and value, that values are rooted in facts in the sense that we explain value with the
help of fact.

Again, Searle and Hare’s view that “moral statement can be derived from factual
statement” and “moral statement cannot be derived from factual statement” are respectively also
too extreme. We are in agreement with Hare that formal deduction from is to ought is not possible,
but we believe that there is a logical connection between is and ought. For we can arrive at ought
from is informally.

2. Ethical naturalism: Moral term can be defined by factual term.

Ethical naturalism is a theory of meta-ethics according to which, moral terms can be defined by
non-ethical terms, and moral statements can be replaced by non-ethical statements without
changing their meaning. According to naturalism, William Frankenna says, “Ought can be defined
in terms of is, and value in terms of fact” (1970, 97).

Some moral philosophers, G. E. Moore, for example, characterize naturalism as a theory
which holds that moral statements are a sub-class of empirical statements because like factual
statements moral statements are also empirically verifiable:

According to the naturalistic ethics, ethics is an empirical or positive science; its
conclusion could be all established by means of empirical observation... Those
theories of ethics, then are naturalistic, which declare the sole good to consist in
some one property of things, which exists in time; and which do so because they
suppose that ‘good’ itself can be defined by reference to such a property (1903,
39).

The naturalists believe that there are no special moral facts or properties to be known other than by
empirical observation. Instead, they think that moral terms, such as, good or right can be identified
with, or reduced to natural properties. Therefore, ethical naturalism is the view, in short, which
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denies the gap between fact and value. According to this theory, like factual statements, moral
statements can also be rendered either true or false by empirical verification and all these are
possible because a value term can be defined by a factual one without changing its meaning. The
most discussed definition of good is the hedonistic definition. According to which, good means
pleasure. The sentence ‘X is good’ is equivalent to the sentence ‘X is pleasant’. This kind of
definition of good is popularly known as utilitarian definition.

2.1. The indefinability of good : G. E. Moore

In his book Principia Ethica, G. E. Moore has offered the most powerful argument against
naturalism. We see that the utilitarian as well ethical naturalists Bentham, Mill and Spencer try to
define ethical term (good) by non-ethical property or natural property (pleasure). Moore strongly
opposes such kind of attempt because it commits naturalistic fallacy. He says, many moral
philosophers are guilty of this fallacy. Now we will consider his grounds against the definability
of good.

2.2. Good is a simple notion.

Moore proposes a special kind of definition which expresses the real character of the object or
notion denoted by a word, and do not simply inform us what the word is used to mean. He says:

You can give a definition of a horse, because a horse has many different
properties and qualities, all of which you can enumerate. But when you have
enumerated them all and when you have reduced a horse to his simplest terms.
They are simply something, which you think of or perceive them; you can never,
by any definition make their nature known (1903, 7).

Moore argues that good is a simple notion as like as color yellow is a simple notion.
Nobody can able to explain yellow to a blind or an ignorant person who does not already have the
knowledge of yellow. For the same logic we cannot explain what good is. We cannot equalize the
word yellow as some naturalists do it with the words produce of a certain kind of vibration in the
light; similarly, good is not equalized with the words produce of pleasure.
2.3. The open question argument
According to open question argument, whatever definition is offered for good, it may always be
asked with importance whether it is good. Suppose, good is defined as pleasure. Someone may
ask, “Is pleasure good?” If this definition is correct then the question will be insignificant. And if
the definition is not correct then the question is significant.
2.4. The naturalistic fallacy
Finally, Moore concludes that good cannot be defined by pleasure. And any attempt to define
good by any natural property must commit naturalistic fallacy. The naturalistic fallacy is
committed when anyone tries to identify or define value properties with natural properties. So

pY-ltq



The Chittagong University Journal of Arts and Humanities

Moore claims that ethical naturalists, such as, Bentham, Mill, Spencer and Green commit
naturalistic fallacy by defining moral terms with natural terms.

3. Values are devoid of factual content: Intuitionism

Ethics, according to intuitionism, does not depend logically on facts about man and the world,
empirical or non-empirical, scientific or theological. (Frankenna, 1963, 84) Rather than,
intuitionists hold, ethical statements are intuitively known to be certain. According to C.A.
Patterson, ethical intuitionism is:

The doctrine that what is right or wrong is something that can be known
immediately without stopping to reflect on the matter or taking onto account the
consequences which belong to the action in question (1949, 77).

Ethical intuitionists are in agreement that moral knowledge is immediate, self-evident, clear and
distinct- that moral truths are known by intuition without appealing to fact or reason. In other
word, they hold that there is no relation between fact and value.

3.1. G. E. Moore: Factual terms and moral terms are different

We have seen that according to Moore, moral terms such as good cannot be defined in terms of
natural properties. Indeed he believes that goodness is a non-natural property. He holds that we
know by our intuition that there is a gap between fact and value. Value concept-such as, good,
according to him, is a unique object which is very different from natural properties, e.g., producing
pleasure. The truthfulness or falsehoods of moral statements do not depend on sense experience or
reason. We can know their truth-value immediately, i.e., by intuition. We know that men without
moral eyesight do know what yellowness is and a man who is not suffering from physical and
mental disorder directly can experience the taste of food. Similarly, a man with average intellect
can experience what goodness is. But although the knowledge of yellowness and the knowledge of
goodness are immediate and direct, yet they differ in respect of the way we know them. While the
knowledge of yellowness is perceptible, i.e., depends on sense experience, the knowledge of
goodness is intuitive. In other words, the sensory knowledge of yellow is empirical and the
knowledge of good is non-empirical. Thus Moore comes to the conclusion that there is a logical
gap between factual statement and moral statement.

3.2. Limitation of intuitionism

We have seen Moore’s reason for thinking that there is a difference between moral good and
natural fact. We all know it by intuition that there is such a gap. And good is a unique object. But
do all men have before their minds this unique object when they think about good? If someone’s
answer is negative, then we cannot refute him. Hudson says, “...the logical gap between ‘good’
and any ‘naturalistic description cannot be established by Moore’s appeal to intuition.”(1970:85).
We believe that Hospers is right to say that Intuitionism is not an acceptable view. It seems an
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extreme view. Now we will discuss another extreme view regarding fact-value relation, called
radical subjectivism, which also claims, like intuitionism, that ethical statements are devoid of
factual contents.
3.3. Radical subjectivism: Moral statements are purely expressive
Regarding the nature of moral statement British empiricist as well as logical positivist A. J. Ayer
also rejects intuitionism advocated by G. E. Moore, H. A. Prichard and W. D. Ross. According to
them goodness and badness, or rightness and wrongness of an action can be known by intuition.
Ayer agrees with Moore and others that moral statements are not empirically verifiable, but he
does not recognize as a scientific mode of verification. “Intuition”, he says, “is worthless as a test
of proposition’s validity because it cannot serve as a criterion to resolve conflicts” (1936, 141).
According to radical subjectivism, an ethical statement does not express real feelings of
the speaker. It does not necessarily involve any assertions; or does not ever report the mental state
of the speaker. Thus if the speaker says that x is good but | do not approve of x, he does not
contradict because he is not expressing his real feeling. Why? Ayer answers,

If I say x is good | should not be making any statement about feeling or about
anything else. 1 should simply be evincing my feeling which is not at all the same
thing as saying that | have them (1936, 144).

Ayer claims that ethical statements are purely expressive, since they say nothing; they are
like a cry of pain or a word of command. Ethical statements do not express actual propositions;
they are pseudo propositions. Therefore they are neither true nor false.

For in saying that certain type of action is right or wrong. | am not making any
factual statement, not even a statement about my own state of man. | am merely
expressing certain moral sentiments. And the man who is ostensibly
contradicting me is merely expressing his moral sentiments. So there is plainly
no sense in asking which of us is in the right. For neither of us is asserting a
genuine proposition (1936, 142-143).

So, in brief, we can say, Ayer’s radical subjectivism claims that ethical statements are
devoid of all factual contents; they do not even report speaker’s mental state. We will show that
this claim is unacceptable.

4. Arguments for factual-evaluative transition

We saw that naturalists argue that there is a very close relation between fact and value. But we
said that Moore is right to claim that moral statement(s) cannot be defined by factual statement(s).
Even though we disagree with the naturalists that moral statement(s) can be defined by factual
statement(s), we agree with them, on different ground that facts and values are related. Similarly,
even though we agree with Moore that moral statements cannot be defined by factual statements,
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but we disagree with him and others like intuitionists and radical subjectivist that values are
devoid of all factual contents.

The reason why we believe that fact and value are related is that the justification of moral
statement depends on factual statement(s), in the sense that if someone asks me what is good then
I cannot make him understand or explain to him what good is without reference to or taking help
of factual statements. Let us remember that there are some statements of morality. If someone says
that ‘x is good’ and if we ask him why does he believe that ‘x is good’ then he will mention a
standard on the basis of which he called ‘x’ good. For example, some use ‘approval of self” as a
standard some use God’s approval, some use majority’s approval and some others use ‘survival of
the fittest as the standard of morality. If we look at these standards carefully, we can see that these
standards are factual. Indeed, religion, society, law, culture etc. are frequently used as the
standards and origin of morality. As we have noted earlier that whenever someone says that ‘x is
good’ and if asked why does he believe so, he gives reference of the standards mentioned above;
and these standards are factual. In order to justify moral statements people frequently uses factual
statements. Thus morality is related with fact.

Let us grasp the issue in a different way. Supposing we are asked-what is yellow? Or
what is wave? Usually, we answer that such and such kind of vibration (causes) is yellow.
Similarly, we say that wave is such and such kind of particle. We have already said with reference
to G. E. Moore that it is true that vibration and yellow is not the same thing. But at the same time
it is also true that without vibration the color yellow is impossible. This means that even though
vibration and color are different; still in order to explain what yellow is, we need the reference of
vibration. In this way yellow and vibration are related, though they are different in nature- one is
natural (vibration) and the other is non-natural (yellow).

What we have acknowledged so far is that two different properties can have relation. If
so, fact and value can also be related. We generally explain value with an appeal to fact. In other
words, the justification of value mostly depends on fact. So we conclude that fact and value are
related each other. The reason on which we base our claim that fact and value are related is very
different from those of naturalists offer. Naturalists believe that ethical terms are definable by
factual terms and they are synonymous. But we do not agree with them. Like Moore, we think that
moral terms cannot be defined by factual terms. At the same time we disagree with Moore that
goodness can be determined by intuition. For we have argued that intuition cannot be a reliable
source of knowledge. In the next we will consider the logical relation between fact and value.

5. The logical derivation of moral statement from factual statement(s)

Here we will consider the logical connection between factual statement and moral statement.
Some moral philosophers believe that there is a relation between fact and value, that is, there is a
logical connection between Factual statement or is statement and moral statement or ought
statement. On the other hand, some philosophers say that there is no logical connection between
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is-statement and ought- statement. Let us see how some moral philosophers try to deduce ought
from is and others deny it.

5.1. Searle’s attempt to derive evaluative statement from factual statement(s)

Searle depicts and defends with a case of an evaluative conclusion derived exclusively from
descriptive premises. He begins his five steps of derivation with a purely descriptive statement
such as, Jones uttered the words, | hereby promise to pay... and to continue by a series of
reasoning moves to the purely evaluative conclusion ‘Jones ought to pay...” The proof discloses
the relation between the utterance of certain words and the speech act of promising, and then in
turn discloses promising into commitment that moves from obligation to ‘ought’. Searle designs
his argument as follows:

1) Jones uttered the words, “I hereby promise to pay you, Smith, five dollars”.

2) Jones promised to pay Smith five dollars.

3) Jones placed himself under an obligation to pay Smith five dollars.

4) Jones is under an obligation to pay Smith five dollars.

5) Jones ought to pay Smith five dollars.

Searle explains, (1a) under certain condition C anyone who utters the words “I hereby
promise to pay you, Smith, five dollars”, promises to pay Smith five dollars. For the act of
promising the conditions must be empirical, such as, the speakers and hearer are both conscious,
speak of English, speaking seriously; the speakers and hearer are both conscious and the speaker
knows what he is doing, not under the influence or drugs, not hypnotize, or not acting in a play,
not telling a joke or reporting an event etc.

(1b) Conditions C obtain.

From 1. (1a) and (1b), 2 is derived.

Between (2) and (3) Searle takes ‘promise’ by its definition, such as, an act of placing one’s under
an obligation. So, (2) entails (3) directly.

The tautological premise is:

(2a) All promises are acts of placing oneself under an obligation to do what are promised.

(3a) other things are equal.

(3b) All those who place themselves under an obligation are, other things being equal, under an
obligation.

From (3), (3a) and (3b), (4) is derived.

The relation between (4) and (5), the additional statement is also tautological.

(4a) Other things being equal.

(4b) All those who are under an obligation to do an action ‘ought’, other things being equal, to do
that action.

Searle believes that there is nothing evaluative about the ceteris paribus clause. The
phrase other things being equal contains the sense “unless we have some reasons or we are
actually preparing to give some reasons, for supposing the obligation is void, or the agent ought
not to keep the promise then the obligation holds and promise ought to be kept” (1964. Vol.
LXX). He argues that the conclusion of the derivation is not a hypothetical but categorical. Thus,
Searle derives evaluative statement from factual premises.
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5.2. R. M. Hare: Denial of is-ought derivation

Hare denies Searle’s derivation in his article promising game (1964:144). He mainly attacks the
status of the extra premise, which Searle introduces between (1) to (2) and (2) to (3) as an
entailment. Hare analyzes Searle’s extra premise (1a) and argues that it contains a synthetic
evaluation or prescription. He combines Searle’s (1a) and (1b) into a single constitutive rule: (1a*)
under certain condition C anyone who utters the words, “I hereby promise to pay Smith five
dollars” place himself under an obligation to pay Smith five dollars.

Hare concludes that (1a*) is neither a synthetic nor a tautological statement. Uttering the
word promise, we should not think that this makes (1a*) a tautology, or a mere statement about
word usage. It is an essence of a word like promise has a meaning only when certain synthetic
proposition about how we should act is assented. (1a*) is such kind of proposition. The word
promise depends for its meaning upon the proposition but the proposition is not true solely in
virtue of the meaning of the promise. He believes that (1a*) is a synthetic constitutive rule of
institution of promising and the constitutive rules of promising are moral principle, so (1a*) is a
synthetic moral principle. If (2a) is tautological statement then (1a) is either explicitly or implicitly
contained a synthetic moral principle. Therefore Hare concludes that Searle does not reach
evaluative conclusion from exclusively factual premises. He just draws an evaluative statement
from concealed evaluative premise(s).

6. Informal way of deriving ought from is

Now we are going to explain how moral statement can be derived from factual statement(s)
informally. For this we discuss conduction and legal reasoning as the examples of informal logic.
Through these discussions it would be clear that there is a way to derive ought from is.

6.1. Informal logic
There are some kinds of arguments, which are neither deductive nor inductive. These arguments
are named informal reasoning. Informal logic helps in those fields where formal logic is unable to
help. Informal logic like, conduction and legal reasoning will help us to understand how value
statements can be derived from factual statement(s).
6.2. Conduction
Karl Wellman advocates conduction. He defines conduction “as a kind of reasoning in which the
conclusion about some individual case is drawn non-conclusively from one or more premises
about the same case without any appeal to other cases” (1970, 52).

There are three patterns of conduction. The first pattern consists of one premise and the
conclusion. In this pattern other premises are not added because the reason given by the single
premise is so clear and powerful that it alone is enough to draw the conclusion. For example,

You promised to return my book.
Therefore you ought to return my book.

The second pattern consists of more than one premises to draw the conclusion. Here each
premise provides independently positive reason for the conclusion, for example,

You are rich.
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You are kind hearted.
Your neighbor is poor.
Therefore you ought to help your neighbor.

In the third pattern of conduction the conclusion is drawn from both positive and negative
premise(s). The positive premises provide favorable reasons for the conclusion and the negative
premises provide reasons against the conclusion. For example,

He is rude.

He is eccentric.

He is honest.

He is benevolent.
Therefore He is good.

Here two premises are positive. They provide reasons for the conclusion. And two other
premises are negative. They give reasons against the conclusion. But the reasons for are stronger
than the reasons against. Thus the argument presents convincing evidence to tell the person good.

All the three patterns of argument mentioned above, consist of factual premise(s) and
evaluative conclusion. We may conclude that conduction which provides us value statement on the
basis of factual statement(s).

6.3. Legal Reasoning
Legal reasoning is another branch of informal logic which allows us to draw value conclusion

from factual premise(s). In his book An Introduction to Legal Reasoning Edward, Levi
characterizes legal reasoning (1970:1-2). Following him Let us construct arguments:

Suppose that Karim has stolen a necklace from a shop. Suppose also that Rahim stole
from a shop. In Rahim’s case the court has declared him guilty. So in Karim’s case the judge
probably call him guilty, because the present case has the similarity with the previous case.

X steals money.
Y steals money and he was declared guilty.
Therefore X is guilty.

It shows us how moral statement can be drawn from factual statement informally. In legal
reasoning, the premise (e.g. Rahim stole money) is factual; but the conclusion (e.g. Rahim is
guilty) is evaluative. And the conclusion does not derive from the premise formally. As a result
legal reasoning again helps us to understand that there is a logical connection between fact and
value.

7. Conclusion
We have explored whether there is any valid relationship between fact and value. We have

critically examined all the views regarding fact-value relation. We elaborately discuss naturalism
and see that naturalistic definition is not justified. Therefore their entire attempt to define moral
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terms by factual terms is futile. We explore the two other extreme views, namely, intuitionism and
radical subjectivism where we find that value statements or moral statements in particular, are
devoid of all factual contents hence there is no relation between them. Here we have argued that
their claim is also extreme and unacceptable.

But we belive and argue that there is a relation between descriptive element and
evaluative element of a moral term. For this we consider the logical derivation of moral conclusion
from absolutely factual premise(s). Hare we critically examine Searle’s derivation and Hare’s
criticism. We convince with Hare that moral conclusion cannot be drawn from pure factual
premises deductively or formally. Finally we use informal logic as a tool to show how moral
statement can be drawn from factual premise(s).
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Abstract
Advaita Vedanta is a branch of Indian philosophy that strongly and logically refutes all
theories of Reality other than the Absolute Brahman, the only eternal entity. Shankara is
considered to be the best exponent of this philosophy. In such preaching, he has
demonstrated his innate supernatural erudition, unparalleled divine power, heartfelt
logic and extraordinary diligence. The main goal of Advaita Vedanta is to achieve moksa
(liberation) through the sense of oneness and identity between the soul of the inquiring
seeker and the omnipresent transcendental Brahman. Advaita Vedanta firmly assumes
that Brahman alone is true, that this world is transcendentally false, and that Jivatma
(individual soul) and Brahman are one and the same. Brahman is one and unique in all
states Who exists in all the worlds and all beings as an all-pervaded single entity. Since
this doctrine envisages Brahman, beings and the universe as one and indivisible, it is
called Advaitaism. This article attempts to explain the nature of Jagat (world) described
in Advaitaism and how the existence of the world is completely dependent on Brahman.

Introduction:
The basic tone of Advaita Vedanta philosophy is expressed in a verse of Shankara:

brahma satyam jaganmithya jivo brahmaiva naparahl|
anena vedyam sacchastramiti vedantadindimah!|
(Shankaracharya, 1981, v. 20. 198).

which means- this world is false and Jivatma and Brahman are one and the unique. This Jivatma
or Atman is Paramatma or Brahman. Brahman is Ekmebadvittyam i.e. Brahman is One and
Unique in all states. He is truth, everything else is false. In any case, He is not many. And this
doctrine of Shankara is called Advaitaism because he imagines this supreme truth Brahman, all
lives and this universe as one and indivisible. According to Advaita, the perceptible world is
not separate from the unrevealed Brahman; It is based on Brahman, hence Brahman. We
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mistakenly see Him in many forms. This visible world, which is constantly changing in the
combination of name and form, is only an illusion.

The essence of Shankara’s Advaitic teaching is the union of soul and Brahman. This
soul does not mean body, senses, mind and intellect. Rather, it the very conscious entity that
lies behind all these things known as | or self who is the constant witness of this universe. This
soul is the Supreme Brahman who exists in all beings and in everything in the world as one
entity. This self-knowledge cannot be proved, because it is the basis at the root of all proofs.
means ‘Through what should one know the Knower?’ All the proofs are verified by this
Knower. So, this self-consciousness is eternal knowledge without a doubt. Although self-
consciousness is present in everyone, it is covered by ignorance or Avidya or Maya. This
ignorance can be destroyed by penance and justice. The nature of the soul will be revealed to
the judicious saint only when he completely rejects all inanimate objects in front of him by
judging like- I (Self) am not really this gross body, not bodily senses, not mind, not intelligence,
not happiness and sorrow, not even anything in the visible world. In this context, the following
verse from Shankar's Vivekactidamani is relevant:

paficanamapi kosanam nisedhe yuktitah $rutehl
tannisedhavadhi sakst bodhartipo'vasisyatel|
(Swami Madhavananda, 1921, v. 210. 94.)

which means- when all the five sheaths have been removed by the logic of the Sruti passages,
what remains as the final point of the process is the Witness, the Knowledge Absolute — the
Atman. It will then be understood that only the Brahman is the Self-manifest, by whom this
world and all the things of this world are manifested, He is the one in waking, dreaming, and
slumbering; and exists in present, past and future as true witnesses in all situations.

Brahman according to Advaita Vedanta:

Although the main topic of this article is world, in Advaita Vedanta there is no existence of
Jiva and world without Brahman. Therefore, the discussion about the form of Brahman
becomes relevant even before the Jiva and the world. According to Shankara, Brahman is One
without a second, eternal, Nirguna (without attributes) and the Supreme Being. According to
him, just as the same sun is reflected in every waterfall and manifests itself in many forms, so
there is only Brahman who is present everywhere. In the third chapter of Brahmasutra
Commentary, he says:

Just as this lustrous sun (Vivasvan) even though one only, yet, having entered different
waters, appears to be many, due to (being reflected in) the limiting adjunct viz. water, even
so is this Self (Atma), which is not subject to birth, made to appear as if it is different
because of the limiting adjuncts of many bodies. Similarly, this Self (Atma) of all beings,
one as it is, is, by residing in different beings, seen as if it is one and many, at one and the
same time, like the reflections of the moon in water. (V. M. Apte (trans.) 1960, 588).
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There is no existence of anything other than Brahman. Brahman is eternally pure,
eternally conscious and eternally liberated. Brahman is beyond the categories of space, time,
causation, words, mind and intellect. Brahman is an indefinable reality beyond the reach of all
intellectual proofs.

According to Shankara, Brahman is Nirguna from the Paramarthika (transcendental)
point of view. But from a Byabaharika (practical) point of view, Brahman is Saguna i.e.,
possessing qualities. According to Shankara, the Paramarthika view is true, where Nirguna
Brahman is the only real entity. Brahman is Nirguna when we think of Brahman as having no
power or above all attributes. In Advaita, Nirguna Brahman is the Svartipa-laksana (eternal or
eternal nature) of Brahman. On the other hand, Saguna Brahman or Ishvara is the Tatastha-
laksana (marginal or incidental nature) of Brahman. Nirguna Brahman and Saguna Brahman
are not two different concepts. According to Shankara, there is only Nirguna Brahman. In
actual fact, there is no Saguna Brahman. Nirguna Brahman assumed the title of Maya and
appeared as Saguna. If Brahman had any quality or attribute, then that Brahman could not be
infinite. If it is assumed that Brahman has a certain quality - then it must be admitted that
Brahman does not have the quality opposite to that quality. Then Brahman will become a
limited entity. That is why Shankara called Nirguna Brahman the formless transcendental
reality. This Brahman is formless, infinite, non-dual, non-different, self-manifest, the soul of
all beings and Satchidananda (Truth-knowledge-bliss). According to Shankara, the personal
God or Saguna Brahman created the world through Maya Sakti. This Maya Sakti has the power
to cover the true form of the real thing and reveal its distorted form. Therefore in the Bhagavad-
g1ta Krsna says, “I never appear to stupid and unintelligent people. To them, I am veiled by my
intimate potency Yogamaya. Therefore, they cannot know my birthless and imperishable form”
(Srimad Bhagavad Gita, v. 7/25).

From a practical point of view, this Saguna Brahman is thought of as the creator,
sustainer and destroyer of the world and from this point of view, He is considered the lord of
the universe, the companion of the poor, the ocean of mercy, the shelter of orphans and the
worshipped god of devotees. Brahman’s Saguna Bhava is only His pastimes or sports. This
aspect of Brahman is presented more extensively in Ram Shankar Mishra's discussion-

Brahman is full of all perfections. And to say that Brahman has some purpose in creating
the world will mean that it wants to attain through the process of creation something which
it has not. And that is impossible. Hence, there can be no purpose of Brahman in creating
the world. The world is a mere spontaneous creation of Brahman. It is a Lila, or sport, of
Brahman. It is created out of Bliss, by Bliss and for Bliss. Lila indicates a spontaneous
sportive activity of Brahman as distinguished from a self-conscious volitional effort. The
concept of Lila signifies freedom as distinguished from necessity. (Ram S. Misra 1998,
181).

According to Shankaracharya, ignorance in the form of Maya is the producer of all
dualities. It is from this duality of the living being that all actions take place. Only when duality

0¢



The Chittagong University Journal of Arts and Humanities

is destroyed is the passive soul established in Brahman and the renunciation of the result of
action vanishes forever. He then rightly realizes that whatever reality exists, by which all else
subsists, is Brahman. Behind all impermanence, He is the one eternal Being, the One Truth of
things, Who is hidden in all appearances. That's when such non-dual minded people get the
knowledge of Brahman.

World according to Advaita Vedanta:

There is a popular saying in Sanskrit about the world- “Jayate gacchati tisthati iva iti jagat”, the
essence of which is that what arises, perishes, comes and goes and seems to exist in it is the
world. This means that everything in this world is ever-changing, transitory, and subject to
destruction and decay. Pointing to the impermanence of all things in the world, Shankara says,
the existence of this strange and tricky world is false. The sole cause of its origin, status and
destruction is the infinite, omniscient and omnipotent Brahman. The supremacy of the universe
over Brahman is due to Maya. In Advaita, Maya is the mysterious force of Brahman that
misleads us to accept the experiential world as real. Thibaut's translation of Shankara's
commentary on Brahmasutra gives a beautiful explanation of the matter-

It is in fact a principle of illusion; the undefinable cause owing to which there seems to
exist a material world comprehending distinct individual existences. Being associated with
this principle of illusion, Brahman is enabled to project the appearance of the world, in the
same way as a magician is enabled by his incomprehensible magical power to produce
illusory appearances of animate and inanimate beings. Maya thus constitutes the upadana,
the material cause of the world; or —if we wish to call attention to the circumstance that
Maya belongs to Brahman as a sakti—we may say that the material cause of the world is
Brahman in so far as it is associated with Maya (George Thibaut (Trans.) 1904,
Introduction, xxv).

Thus, Maya has the ability to hide reality which misrepresents or distorts reality. For
Shankara, therefore, the phenomenal world is nothing but Maya, the real shaper of this world.
However, calling this world a lie does not mean the non-existence of the world. The world is
false means that this world is relative, changing and consequential. In Advaita, the word ‘world
is false’ does not mean completely false like flowers in the sky or like the horns of a hare. It
has a relative existence. It is temporarily true for now but disappears when the true knowledge
of Brahman arises. In other words, it exists momentarily but is not real from an absolute point
of view.

In order to understand the true nature of the world, Advaita Vedanta postulates three
types of sattva (existence), which it calls- Paramarthika (real or transcendental), Vyavaharika
(pragmatic) and Pratibhasika (apparent or illusory). From this viewpoint of Advaita, Brahman
is Paramarthika Sattva (absolute reality), Jagat is Vyavaharika Sattva (relative reality) and
dream object is Pratibhasika Sattva (apparent reality). The Nirvisesa (undifferentiated or
indeterminate) aspect of Brahman is Paramarthika Sattva, as His true nature. The other aspect
of Brahman is His Vyavaharika Sattva which is imposed on Him by Avidya as the phenomenal
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world and is therefore not real. In Advaita, only the Paramarthika Brahman is the ultimate
reality. He is the cause of all beings and matter and the only representative of the universe. As
the other two are His phenomenal manifestations, Advaita negates all the existence of objects
of the world. For Shankar, the practical or empirical world is sufficiently real for all practical
purposes, however, to him, it is not ultimately real. It appears unreal (false) only when
compared with Brahman. The world and all its objects are conditioned by space and time and
regulated by cause-effect relationships. On the contrary, Brahman is not caused by anything
and transcends time, space, and causality. In his commentary on Brahmasutra, he argues thus-

That omniscient omnipotent cause from which proceed the origin, subsistence, and
dissolution of this world-which world is differentiated by names and forms, contains many
agents and enjoyers, is the abode of the fruits of actions, these fruits having their definite
places, times, and causes, and the nature of whose arrangement cannot even be conceived
by the mind,-that cause, we say, is Brahman (George Thibaut (Trans.) 1904, Introduction,
XXV).

Thus, Shankara denies the existence of world in order to highlight its dependent nature,
and not to deny its practical existence. If we think deeply about his view, we can easily
understand that anything that has a beginning has a dependent nature, because it owes its
existence to its cause. Moreover, anything that has a beginning must have an end, and therefore
must be finite and temporary. So, anything in this world has a dependent existence as a cause
and cannot exist forever because eventually, it becomes one with the source from which it
originates. From this point of view, Shankara falsifies everything in this world and accepts only
Paramarthika as the Ever-Existing Reality That has no beginning or end.

According to Shankara, Brahman is not only the efficient cause of the world but also
the material cause. All the quantities of clay can be known by a lump of clay because all the
modification is a verbal distinction. The modification of clay like pot, plate, or jar is nothing
more than some names derived from sentences, while the truth is that it is clay merely.
Similarly, only Brahman is true and this world is false. Just as there is no separate entity such
as pot etc. without the basic material clay- they are not separate objects, they are only different
states, again just as the childhood, youth etc. of the same Devdatta are only different states of
Devdatta but none of them is true, only Devdatta is true, just like this the production, existence,
maintenance, expansion, decay and destruction of the world are from Brahman. This world was
unmanifested before the creation, but in the state of creation that unmanifest has been
manifested or useable by the dual designations of name and form. Shankara in the Brahmasutra
commentary says-If it is argued that the effect did not exist before creation, since it is declared
(in the Upanishads) as "non-existent", then we say, no, because from the complementary
portion it is known that the word is used from the point of view of distinguishing characteristics
(Brahma-Sutra Shankara-Bhashya, v. 2.1.17.).

As we always live in this world, everything we experience here is only at the
Vyavaharika level. At this level, anything we experience directly through the senses is real, but
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only as long as our experience lasts. In Bhagavad Gita, we see ‘nasatd vidyateé bhavo nabhavo
vidyaté satah’ (Srimad Bhagavad Gita, 2.16.) where the word ‘Asatd’ means unreal, which
does not actually exist. Again, ‘Satah’ refers to the transcendental reality, which is the only
truly existing and can never go out of existence. In fact, Brahman appears as the earth under
the influence of his mysterious power, known as Maya or Ajanana. This truth is revealed in
Shankara's Upadasasahasri - Brahman is omnipresent like ether, possessing infinite energy, free
from all souls, hunger etc. and free from appearance and disappearance. This Supreme Brahman
being possessed of inconceivable power is the originator of the imperishable Nama-form by
existence alone. This immutable name-form is different in essence from Brahman who is the
seed of the world, indescribable as this or that, upon which the world has taken its form
(Upadesasahasri, v. 2.1.18.).

Maya: the foundation of the pragmatic world:

The doctrine of Maya holds a pivotal position in the foundation of Advaita-Vedanta philosophy.
Although the concept of Mayavad is observed in the Vedas and Upanishads, Shankara and his
folloers tried to establish this Maya firmly with the help of logic. The power which is capable
of causing the impossible, which envelops Brahman and imposes world phenomena on it, is
called ignorance, Avidya or Maya in Shankara’s Advaita Vedanta. It is essentially because of
this Maya that Nirguna Brahma becomes Saguna Ishwar, the source of goodness and becomes
the cause of the world. Maya is called an epithet of Brahman because it imposes its own actions
on Brahman.

In Advaita, this Maya-Sakti of Brahman originates from falsehood or Avidya.
Brahman as described in the Upanishads is the only truth and everything in the strange world
is false - these are only apparent entities. It is the one true Brahman who manifests himself in
the form of the body, the senses, the mind, the soul, and every external object that exists.
Therefore, all things and organisms, regardless of the seemingly small and large, appearing in
this world, are identical, one and unique to Brahman. Aitareya Upanishad declares that:

sarvam tatprajianetram prajfiane pratisthitam
prajiianetro lokah prajiia pratistha prajianam brahma
(Aitareya Upanishad, v. 3.1.3).

which means-all this is produced by Consciousness, is supported by Consciousness and rests
in Consciousness. That Consciousness is Brahman. While the only true Brahman exists
everywhere, explaining the apparent conflict between the various sensations and experiences
of our senses in our daily life, Shankar says, this diversity of the world is Maya. Whenever we
have knowledge of Brahman in its proper form, these varieties do not exist, and therefore there
is no real basis for the existence of this multi-coloured world. It is an illusion like seeing a snake
on a string in the dark. This error is for illusion. This primordial Maya is the cause of all
manifold visions and it is because of this Maya that Brahman is mistaken for the world. It is
because of this Maya that the living beings consider themselves to be attached to the body, the
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senses etc. Gambhirananda, translating verse 1.iii.12 of Shankara's Katha Upanisad
commentary, writes that:

Alas, how unfathomable, inscrutable, and variegated is this Maya, that every creature,
though in reality identical with the supreme Entity, and is instructed as such, does not grasp
the fact, “I am the supreme Self”, while even without being told, he accepts as his Self the
non-selves, viz the aggregate of body and senses, under the idea, “I am the son of such a
one”, though these (latter) are objects of perception (and are hence not his selves) like pots
etc. ! Verily, it is through the Maya of the supreme Being, that every man moves, again
and again (through birth and death)- (Swami Gambhirananda (Trans.). 1937,162-163).

Maya is the Upadhi (limiting adjunct) of Brahman that hides His essence and appears
as the highe-st manifestation of the Absolute. The limiting adjunct is imposed on the living
being and because of association with the limiting adjunct the living being thinks of himself as
a doer, consumer etc. Although the limiting adjunct has nothing to do with the soul itself, the
living beings are still bound by Maya and consider themselves subject to birth, death, happiness
and sorrow.

According to Shankar the subject of illusion produced by Maya is neither ‘Sat’ (real)
nor ‘Asat’ (unreal), nor is it a compound of ‘Sat-asat’, but different from ‘Sat-asat’ which is
indefinable. This illusion is sometimes variable, sometimes erosive and sometimes magical. It
surpasses human understanding, it stands above all proportion, and it even controls the
reasoning power of man. If this illusory visible world were 'Sat', it would have existed forever.
By 'Sat' we mean 'time-absolute existence' irrespective of past, present or future. The world
created by Maya does not transcend time i.e. it did not exist millions of years ago, it exists now
and it will cease to exist at some point in the future. We know that during ‘Susupti’ or dreamless
sleep our five senses are absorbed in the mind and the mind in the soul. At this time we do not
perceive the world. If this illusory world was really true then we could perceive this world even
during ‘Susupti’. Again, when the world appears before us under the influence of direct
evidence, it cannot be called completely ‘Asat’, because if it were ‘Asat’, it would not appear
before us; As the son of the barren never appears. Again ‘Sat’ and ‘Asat’ are opposite to each
other, so that too is impossible. Hence Maya is to be distinguished from ‘Sat-asat” and by reason
of coherence, we are compelled to conclude that this visible world is ‘Anirvachaniya’
(indescribable). Shankara in his Vivekachadamoni explains the matter succinctly:

sannapyasannapyubhayatmika no

bhinnapyabhinnapyubhayatmika no |

sangapyananga hyubhayatmika no

mahadbhutanirvacaniyariipa (Swami Madhavananda, 192, v. 109. 45).
This Maya is neither existent nor non-existent nor partaking of both characters; neither the same
as Brahman nor different from Brahman nor both; neither composed of parts nor an indivisible
whole nor both. She is most wonderful and cannot be described in words.
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According to Advaita Vedanta, Maya is the cause of this world and the world is the
result of Maya. In reality, this illusory world is completely real as long as we are under the
influence of Maya. When the dominion of Maya passes from us by judgment, the One Brahman
reveals Himself to us with His eternal existence. To a sage enlightened by Brahman, the
external world is like mirage water which cannot quench his thirst. He ignores this illusory
appearance of the world to enjoy Brahman, the abode of supreme truth, peace and bliss. When
man's dualistic mind is gone and established in self-knowledge, he sees nothing but Brahman
in this world. In the Brihadaranyaka Upanishad sage Yajfiavalkya told Maitreyi this truth -
When duality is realized through ignorance one sees one another, one smells one another, but
when everything is identified as self, how can one see another or smell another
(Brihadaranyaka Upanishad, v. 4.5.15)? Shankara opines that the way in which Brahman may
appear to be changeable or divisible or transformable is similar to the way in which a rope may
appear to be a snake in light darkness. The multiplicity of appearances in the empirical world
may be mistaken for Brahman, just as a rope may mistakenly appear to us as a snake (Brahma-
Sutra Shankara-Bhashya, v. 2,1,14). The rope does not transform into a snake, but it appears
to us as a snake due to our ignorance (Avidya). A closer look at the rope reveals that the snake
disappears without a trace. Another example can be given - just as the sun is reflected in the
water and appears to be many, similarly Brahman is reflected and becomes the universe along
with the living beings.

Conclusion:

The basic tenet of Advaita Vedanta is the ultimate elimination of the duality existing in the
world between cause and matter. It is an abstract concept that attempts to explain how the
impersonal Supreme Brahman has transformed into His phenomenal world creation and
multifaceted personality. In this sense, Brahman is the one and only Absolute Reality, who
exists in infinite consciousness free from all attributes. He is a breathless entity imperceptible
to the human senses, who lies behind the name-form of everything in the world around us.
Therefore, the external world that arises in the presence or absence of our mind and senses is
the manifestation of that Brahman - mere appearance, form or illusion. Shankara's attempt is to
generalize the entire external world into one entity - the one true Brahman who manifests
himself in this world in various forms - body, senses, mind, soul and every external object that
exists. He is the true and only reality upon whose existence the universe is born, grows and
dies. He is the source and foundation of all things upon which all things arise. The world that
appears to be real will eventually become unreal when the judicious sage knows that the Reality
of eternal Brahman remains at the higher level of the infinite consciousness of his intellect.
Only at this higher level of consciousness, this world seems illusory. The supersensible
experience of the Absolute Reality is known as immediate and indirect. As long as we are in
the dream state, we see all the infinite variety of creatures! When the fleeting dream vanishes
in the dawn of awakening, the dreamy object becomes illusory like the Flower of the sky.
Similarly, if the dream of this worldly awakening is broken once or if one attains greater
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awakening in the ocean of Brahman considering this world as illusory, then the awakening of
this present world will appear as a dream.
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Abstract
Translation is the vehicle that takes us across territories formerly unknown to us.
Despite the sheer importance of the journey and the beneficial role of the vehicle itself,
the latter, that is the vehicle, has suffered much neglect, with its identity continually
debated and misunderstood. The present essay tries to weigh this variegated and
contentious phenomenon, by putting up different opinions of literary luminaries about
it.

Few would argue that without translation it would have been impossible for people to be initiated
into the creations of the great minds of humanity, because of the very simple fact that it is next to
impossible for us to learn all the languages for studying the various texts in the tongues they are
originally written in. Translation encircles us in such a way that it can be compared to our being
surrounded by air without being constantly aware of it. Despite this, paradoxically, this
omnipresent precious entity that we call translation has suffered a good deal of negligence not
only from the commoners, but also in the academia for a long time. Even now, it is plagued by the
same scourge, though to a lesser degree as can be seen in the following comment: “Translation
was never considered a serious intellectual activity until the seventeenth century although there
were some insightful observations on the business of translation from time to time” (Ray ed. 2008,
iX).

The concept of translation is a project that is fraught with problems and disputes—all of it
starting right from its definition down to its ways of execution. The title of the essay can be
vindicated by one single utterance made by I. A. Richards who said that translation ‘may probably
be the most complex type of event yet produced in the evolution of the cosmos’ (Richards 1953,
250). Whether it is really so can be debated ad infintum; but, that it has retained its status as a
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serious intellectual activity of great interest for quite long, with its ways and scopes remaining yet
unsettled, cannot be debated.

According to Mallikarjun Patil, “The word ‘translation’ is derived from the Latin term
‘translatus’. The prefix ‘trans’ means passing something, while the stem ‘slate’ means cover. The
generic term translation has several implications such as alteration, change, conversion,
interpretation, paraphrase, rendering, rephrasing, rewording, transcription, transformation and
transliteration, while the specific meanings of the word are translating, rephrasing, interpretation,
rendering, decoding, etc.” (Ray 2008, 9-18).

We are aware of the account of the Tower of Babel (Genesis 11:19) that is said to mark
the beginning of the multilingualism which called for the birth of translation, while we can trace
the pulse of ‘common’ people’s negative attitude towards translation in the Shakespearean play A
Midsummer Night’s Dream in which Quince utters: “Bless thee, Bottom, bless thee, thou art
translated” and Bottom retorts, I see the knavery, this is to make the ass of me.”

So far, a great number of people, both luminaries and common ones, have tried to define
translation in various ways in accordance with their experience and discernment, the one in the
first paragraph of the essay being a unique example. It needs to be pointed out here that we are
mostly concerned about literary translations.

Theodore Savory, in his The Art of Translation defines translation as an ‘art’, while,
according to Eric Jacobson and Eugene A. Nida, it is, respectively, a ‘craft’ and a ‘science which
consists in reproducing in the receptor language the closest natural equivalent of the source
language message, first in terms of meaning and secondly in terms of style.” According to Dostert
it belongs to ... that branch of the applied science of language which is specifically concerned
with the problem or the fact of transference of meaning from one set of patterned symbols into
another set of patterned symbols’ (Dostert, cited in J. C. Catford’s A Linguistic Theory of
Translation, p. 35). According to J. C. Catford, one of the major contributors to the theory of
translation, translation is the replacement of source language text material by equivalent target
language material.

The definitions cited above are all from the Occident; as regards the Oriental attitude
towards translation, ‘Classical Indian translation is characterized by loose adaptation, rather than
the closer translation more commonly found in Europe; and Chinese translation theory identifies
various criteria and limitations in translation’ (Wikipedia). The popular attitude to translation and
translators is also evident in the Italian saying—traduttore, traditore : translator, traitor.

But, perhaps, the most radical definition of translation was given by Octavio Paz, the
famous Mexican Nobel Laureate in literature, who said:

Every text is unique and at the same time, it is the translation of another text. No text
is entirely original because language itself, in its essence, is already a translation:
firstly, of the non-verbal world, and secondly, since every sign and every phrase is
the translation of another sign and another phrase. However, this argument can be
turned around without losing its validity: all texts are original, because every
translation is distinctive. Every translation, up to a certain point, is an invention, and
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as such it constitutes a unique text (Paz, Octavio, ‘Translation: literature and letters’,
152-162).

In fact, in a way the history of translation is broadly the history of rivalry and heated debate
between two warring groups: the proponents of fidelity to the original or source text, and those of
freedom of the translator in general. Here we are reminded of the theory of translation provided by
the English poet and translator John Dryden in his ‘Preface to Ovid’s Epistles’ (1680):

First, that of Metaphrase, or turning an author word by word, and Line by Line,
from one Language into another. ...The second way is that of Paraphrase, or
Translation with Latitude, where the Author is kept in view by the Translator, so
as never to be lost, but his words are not so strictly followed as his sense, and that
too is admitted to be amplified, but not altered. The Third way is that of Imitation,
where the Translator ...assumes the liberty not only to vary from the words and
sense, but to forsake them both as he sees occasion: and taking only some general
hints from the Original, to run division on the ground-work, as he pleases.

With an aim to illustrate his points, John Dryden gives examples of three types of translations—
Ben Jonson’s translation of Horace’s Art of Poetry (metaphrase), Waller’s Translation of Virgil’s
Aeneid (paraphrase), and Cowley’s rendering into English of two odes of Pindar, and one of
Horace (imitation).

The point to be noted here is that it is the ancient Greeks who recognized the difference
between metaphase and paraphrase, and Dryden adopted it. Even more interesting is the fact that
the Russian novelist, poet, and translator Vladimir Nabokov, who was of the opinion that even the
sweetest paraphrase of a text is inferior to and less desirable than a peculiar literal translation,
adopted almost the same concepts of Dryden, or those of the ancient Greeks, though with his own
nomenclature: lexical, literal, and paraphrastic. He termed his favourite way ‘the servile path’, that
is, strict adherence to the original text, especially while translating poetry. Ketaki Kushari Dyson,
the eminent Bangla essayist, poet, and novelist, described this attitude as ‘fundamentalism of
translation’, thus suggesting instead that it is not servility to the text that is required while
translating, rather friendliness with it.

Long before Nabokov, Horace (65-8 B.C.) uttered a few words of caution against the too
much faithfulness in translation and rather advised translators to shun the path that the Russian
novelist advocated for:

A theme that is familiar can be made your own property so long you do not waste
your time on a hackneyed treatment; nor should you try to render your original
word for word like a slavish translator... (Art of Poetry).

It seems that the champions of literal translation are perfectionists who are scrupulous
and concerned about the phrase that has come to the verge of becoming a cliché: lost in
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translation. They are totally forgetful about the fact that in hair splitting terms translation is
impossible, and hence a compromise, a practice that we are won’t to in many of our daily
activities. They cannot accept the fact that loss is inevitable in the process of translation, and
translation, as Derrida says, is not transcription. So, translators and translation theorists better
accept the fact of loss, thus, abiding by the dictum of Rabindranath Tagore: “ar gifaca ¥ ©f =TT
301 380 Fe w2 (Something which is lost eventually, can how long be kept?).

The advocates of the ‘loss in translation’ or those of strict adherence to the source text,
whom Ketaki Kushari Dyson calls ‘the fundamentalists of translation’, seem to forget that there
are certain limits of translation. There is no language in the world that, in terms of equivalence of
its words, has accurate equivalent to all of them in any other language. So, in most of the cases the
length of the Target Language text is not the same to that of the Source Language text. Good
translations often getting lengthier than the texts of the source languages (SL). The length apart,
there are other things that defy translation, namely jargons, critical terms like ‘romanticism’,
‘structuralism’, ‘deconstruction’ ‘objective correlative’, etc. ..., cultural words, thyme and rhythm
in poetry, jokes and puns and humour, slangs, advertisements, etc.

More deserving of study, it seems, is what is gained in translation, because translation is,
after all, as has been said before, a compromise. However, before we delve deep into the prospect
of ‘gain’ in translation, let’s take a look into the idea of translation prevalent during the Middle
Ages since it cared little about the so-called ‘loss’ in translation:

Medieval translation was a very different undertaking from modern academic translation.
It is more akin to what we might call ‘adaptation’, a free rendering of an earlier text that
concentrate more on what it says than how it says it: more on matiere or san (to use Chretien’s
terms) than on form. When Chretien set out to translate a story from Ovid’s Metamorphoses, as he
apparently did in the case of Philomela, he sought to convey not so much the words or the Latin
poetic form as the meaning, or import, or—as he would put it-the san of the original. He did not
hesitate to add anachronistic touches to make the text more comprehensible and enjoyable to his
courtly patrons, or even to include entire developments that were not in Ovid. Yet | venture to say
he still considered his work a ‘translation’ of the Latin original. Similarly modern ‘literary’
translators such as Ezra Pound, Stuart Merrill, or Kenneth Rexroth seek not so much to reproduce
the exact words or images or the poetic patterns of the originals they translate as to convey the
mood or feeling or tone of the original (Beer 1997, 256).

And, this particular characteristic of translation in the West during the Middle Ages has
bearings on the tendency of looking down upon translation as well as translators and the practice
of translation into Bangla in the medieval period and later.

Dr. Sudhakar Chattapadhyaya, in his Amor anubadak Satyendranath (The Immortal
Translator Satyendranath)—a unique book published in the early sixties of the last century and
devoted mostly to the critical appreciation of Satyendranath Datta’s prolific translations from
English, Sanskrit, Hindi, French, Persian, and Oriya languages into Bangla—has aptly pointed out
that despite the common tendency to consider translation as a secondary activity, we must not
forget that the great authors of pre-Modern Bangla literature—Krittibas, Kashiram, and Alaol-are,
in effect, translators. The list of names does not end here, Dr. Sudhakar Chattapadhyaya reminds
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us, and goes on to say that it includes Ishwarchandra Vidyasagar, the eminent scholar and writer of
Bangla and Sanskrit languages and literatures in the early stage of modern period of Bangla
literature as well as un-daunting social reformer, whose Shakuntala, Betalpanchabingshati,
Bhrantibilas are imitations of different significant works from Sanskrit, Hindi, and English
literatures. Munier Choudhury, the prominent playwright, literary critic, educationist, teacher, and
martyred intellectual of Bangladesh, in his Tulanamulak Samalochana (Comparative Criticism), a
volume of comparative criticism or treatise published in 1969 mentions that Jyotiridranath Thakur
wrote thirty-three plays of which twenty-two are translations. Munier Choudhury further
comments that Purubikram and Sarojini are not original plays, rather translations of some special
kind. Thus, he refutes the prevalent notion that Jyotiridranath’s original plays are only four,
namely Purubikram (1874), Sarojini (1875), Ashrumati (1879) and Swapnamayee (1882).

Now, let’s think further about the issues related to the loss and gain in translation. As has
been mentioned earlier, today we are almost submerged in translation in our daily life. Even while
we communicate with people using the same language, meaning and interpretation of what is
being said vary from person to person. Secondly, without translation it would have been
impossible for most of us to be acquainted with the realm of great thoughts of most of the great
minds. This, certainly, is a gain that none can venture to put aside.

Moreover, if we are to take note of the particular observation made by J. C. Catford that
texts of the source language are not completely translatable or completely untranslatable, rather
they are partially translatable, then the loss, since inevitable, cannot remain a matter of continuous
lament, since we—the human beings—are quite aware of our mortality, braving which we live our
life as much as we can.

As regards people’s harping on what is lost in translation, their attention now can be
drawn to a different kind of loss that, so far, many have seemed to ignore. We can term it as ‘lost
in creation’. The writer, while preparing a piece of writing, draws on from her/his experience,
feelings, insights, intellect, and so on. Still s/he cannot possibly claim to have penned or
‘keyboarded’ everything that is intended to be delineated. Something, though not so significant, is
always lost in the process of creation of the so-called original piece of writing. Often, many of
them would confess that the intended ‘thing’ could not be fully captured. While this may seem to
be a modest gesture on their part, there, we have reasons to believe, are some ‘taints’ of truth in it,
for the simple reason that-as pen pushers would bear us out-words, elusive and ambiguous in
their nature, tend to go out of control, and sometimes in hiding in the process of writing, thus
leaving the writer or author somewhat helpless, and causing the piece to lose something. To say it
in a lighter vein, the writer works with impunity here as no record regarding the intended piece of
writing lies anywhere (if not in the realm of ‘Ideas’ championed by Plato) to detect what is lost in
the process of creation. But, alas, the unfortunate translator is caught red-handed even for a simple
deviation from the so-called original by a reader who knows both the source language and the
target languages well.

In the last five or six decades, academics and literary critics in the West have started to
look at translation with feelings of respect and awe. The study of translation has gained ground;
and, the focus is now rather on what is ‘gained’ in translation, not so much on what is ‘lost’ in the
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process. This championing of translation is a daunting venture that has defied and dismantled the
age old tradition of considering the task as being hackneyed and not original.
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Femininity and Silence: Reading Tree Without Roots
Sarjana Akter”

Abstract

Tree Without Roots, a novel by Syed Waliullah, sketches two main female characters
— Rahima and Jamila. These two characters define the idea of femininity differently
— Jamila becomes vocal or sometimes adopts silence of disapproval to protest
anything unjust, while Rahima predominantly uses the weapon of silence for her
survival. Focusing on these characters, the study argues that the concept of femininity
here in Bengal incorporates silence as an essential element which, at times, symbolizes
submission, while, at other times, turns out to be an instrument of protest. Certain
methodological means — the instances of females in Bengali literature, theories about
the construction of femininity, and the historical formation of womanhood in Bengal —
have been applied here to reach the intended goal.

In response to the traditional understanding of silence as a symbol of non-existence or
powerlessness, Maureen A. Mahoney reconceptualizes silence as a manifestation of power in her
article “The problem of silence in feminist psychology” (1996). What Mahoney illustrates
regarding the West’s imagination of femininity, becomes predominantly manifest in the East’s
conception of being female as well. Being caught in the same traditional and revolutionized
conceptions of voice and silence, that mainly revolves around a female’s life, the novel Tree
Without Roots by Syed Waliullah demonstrates how the two female protagonists of it — namely
Rahima and Jamila — instrument silence differently as a form of their existence that further
facilitates to interpret and evaluate femininity from opposite perspectives existent in the same
land. In order to reach the intended objective, the study, first and foremost, illustrates the
traditional picture of femininity — in terms of voice and silence — in existing Bengali literature,
then paves the way for a brief theoretical grounding, and finally, discusses the select novel in light
of theory and commonplace understanding of female voice.
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At the outset of the present paper, certain selected stories and life events from the
writings of eminent Bengali writers need to be cited to set the scene for a discussion of two of
Waliullah’s major female characters. It is always incomplete without the inclusion of
Rabindranath Tagore’s contributions of which one short story titled, “Haimanti”, narrates the story
of a young girl who confronts harsh realities of a women’s life in her in-law’s house. She is
accustomed to telling the truth, but eventually experiencing the bitter consequences of telling the
truth, she adopts the way of silence. Through the words of her husband, we get a reflection of the
dying inner world that Haimanti constantly tries to hide from the world outside (Tagore 439-446).

On the other hand, Rokeya Sakhawat Hossain describes certain incidents from the lives
of a few women belonging to her contemporary space-time, who in order to maintain the status of
femaleness give little attention to their life and comfort. For instance, one incident she tells of a
girl from 10 to 11 years earlier of her time who belonged to Bihar and in accordance with the
rituals of the locality got confined to a “maiakhana”. In the abovementioned locality, a girl, soon
to be married off, needed to remain in an imprisonment where she was not allowed to set her foot
outside her confinement. It was her relatives who assisted in doing everyday activities. The girl in
reference, therefore, stayed in such darkness for six months and on her release, it was found that
her eyes were damaged for being closed for a prolonged period of time (Hossain 399, translation
& paraphrase mine). In another instance, delineated by the same author, it happened that a
daughter of a zamindar failed to accept her father’s wish to get her married to one of her cousins
as the cousin was reportedly drunk most of the time. It is to be mentioned here that it was seen as
outrageous on the part of a girl to voice her decision. However, the adamant father almost by
force, made her agree to go to the wedding stage, but couldn’t make her utter the word of
acceptance of the marriage. Right then one of the relatives pinched the girl which made her say
“uhh”, that got translated into “hu”, that means, “yes”. Only because of a voiceless existence of a
female, her life decisions got controlled by others (Hossain 401-402, translation & paraphrase
mine).

Mala, the wife of Kuber and one of the female protagonists in Padma Nadir Majhi, by
Manik Bandapaddhaya, accepts everything that her husband commands due to her disability as
well as helplessness. Even an illicit relationship between her husband and sister is often ignored as
her voice will worsen the situation (86).

In all of these instances, drawn above, one thing that emerges as a common factor is the
silence of the females in Bengal community. In Tagore, it is the failure of Haimanti to survive
with dignity which makes her silent. In Hussain, on the other hand, it is the submission to
patriarchal society that gets manifested in the form of silence. In Bandapaddhaya, silence comes as
an instrument of survival. Therefore, it is this very silence that helps the aforementioned females
preserve their femaleness or femininity in their contemporary society. Based on such literary
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observations, the study has aimed to investigate the female characters of Tree Without Roots by
Syed Waliullah to look at how silence is a key formative factor in the construction of femininity.
In the aforementioned novel, the silence of Rahima defines her as a female who the society
appreciates while the voice of Jamila frightens her people that they fail to associate with the
traditional definition of femininity.

It has been mentioned in “Negotiating Discourses of Femininity” by Sara Mills that the
“male culture” perceives “femininity as a condition of being female” and female considers it “as
an addition to one’s femaleness and a status to be achieved” (271). Hence, it becomes clear that
femininity is the expression of one’s becoming female and a quality to long for. The society
formulates certain standards based on which one’s female identity gets established and at the same
time, it makes females internalize the established feminine codes of conduct in order to belong to
the society. Therefore, the question arises: What qualities ensure for a female of the attainment of
femininity? In the words of Sara Mills, the qualities that are ascribed to femininity include:

...politeness, concern with conversation going well, deference, not pushing yourself forward as a
person; not wanting to succeed, being vulnerable, emotional, intuitive, incompetent, not being
strong, being fragile, not swearing, self-denigrating, not posing yourself as serious; working on
your beauty without wearing too much make up, being attractive, having neat and tidy hair,
wearing clothes which are soft, flowing and delicate, being small, not taking up much space, caring
for others, avoiding taboo subjects, sitting with your knees together, being modest, not aiming for
scientific, factful statements, hedging your statements, displaying conformity (272).

The long list of rules for female behavior, disposition, and interest comprehensively
suggests what femininity in a female looks like. However, together all these qualities indicate a
sort of existence that is bereft of any kind of strong, intelligent, and active articulations. Therefore,
in a word, making a female feminine is a campaign that stands firmly against voicing the likings,
needs, and explorations.

Irrespective of time and place, the discourse of femininity emphasizes a kind of
submission that gets upheld through the soft and emotional aspect of female character. In this
context, it can be instanced how John Money describes “Nine Sex-Shared Threshold Dimorphisms™ in
“Propaedeutics of Diecious G-I/R: Theoretical Foundations for Understanding Dimorphic Gender-
Identity/Role” of which “sixth” and “seventh” provisions respectively investigate “a provision of a nest or
safe place for the delivery, care, suckling, and retrieving of the young” and “parentalism, exclusive of
delivery and suckling” (21). Both provisions represent the female essentially according to the study
that eventually discloses the affiliation of women with emotion and care. In other words, this
observation relates to the attributes of femininity mentioned in the earlier quote that canonically
define it. The quietness of female character eventually makes her succumb to the patriarchal
domination and gives birth to the idea of femininity. Femininity, however, is discussed in an
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interdisciplinary manner ranging from Psychobiology, Neuroscience, Evolutionary perspectives to
Developmental, Psychosocial and Cultural perspectives. Despite such multidisciplinary presence
of femininity, discussion of it in light of particular context can reveal a lot about the position of
women and perception of femininity in a society. In particular, in the context of Bengali society,
Margaret M. Urquhart elaborately discusses on the different aspects of women’s life in Bengal in
her book Women of Bengal — particularly the upbringing, the social and religious state of women,
and the construction of womanhood through social and cultural constraints — that eventually
reflects on how the concept of womanhood underwent a transformation from the emphasis on
“passivity” and “submission” to a demand for “freedom” (144). The observations of Urquhart
implicate how the women in Bengal had to spend a long period of time to realize their
confinement and ask for an unrestrained mood of life. R. C. Majumdar, in The History of Bengal
(Vol.1), documents the ancient constitution of femininity, depicted in Vatsyayana’s Kamasutra —
periodically during the Gauda era — as “soft and timid, sweet-speaking and graceful” (609). In
another instance, in the context of an intersection of Hinduism and Islam in Bengali society in
order to develop a unified character of womanhood, it has been brought to light how women are
mostly constrained by patriarchal structure of the society regarding which, at one point, while
discussing the situation of Bengali Muslim women, Santi Rozario mentions Smock comments:
“Bengali Muslim women, besides being constrained by parda, are further affected by Hindu patriarchal
culture, Bengali women are thus trapped in two patriarchal cultures...” (103).

This historical characterization of womanhood gives us an idea about the root of female
inferiority compared to the male counterparts of the society. Because the women of Bengal are
constrained by certain social restrictions that eventually compel them to internalize certain
characteristics specific to the place. In Tree Without Roots, therefore, we come across two central
female characters: Rahima and Jamila. These two characters stand on two opposite poles as for
Rahima Majeed’s words draw the limit while Jamila cannot withstand the lifestyle of Majeed. It is
important to mention here that Majeed comes to Mahabbatpur for survival and a fake graveyard of
a falsified pir Saint Shah Sadeque becomes the cornerstone of his survival. The common people of
the village accept his words and help him construct a mazar in the village. Majeed, therefore,
starts solidifying his existence there adopting a wife and entering family life. Rahima, a widow-
young-childless woman, becomes his mistress. Majeed describes Rahima as “a gentle, yielding,
understanding personality” who never shows anger (Waliullah 21). Although Majeed believes that
Rahima has developed “a deep respect” for him which is “mingled with fear”, he can realize that
the overwhelming presence of the mazar empowers him more (21). Whether it is Majeed or the
mazar or the corelating relationship between them, Rahima surrenders herself intimidating her
voice. In the course of the story, in one instance, during harvesting time, Rahima is busy working
throughout the night when Majeed calls Rahima: “His voice was not loud, but it had a note of
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finality. It was not to be disobeyed; as though there were no one greater or mightier than the man
from whom it came” (46). It is relevant to see how the course of action proceeds in the novel
where Majeed asks Rahima to massage his legs; almost everyday, she does serve her husband this
way irrespective of her willingness or exhaustion after day-long works. However, on that
particular day, Rahima is pre-occupied with so many things to accomplish within a time-frame
that she tries to refuse the demand of her husband. Despite Rahima’s passivity and lack of
immediate positive response, Majeed’s stubbornness just strips Rahima of her voice:

Spoken gently, these words were nonetheless a command, a command from the man

who owned the paddy that was boiling and owned the woman who boiled it. It was

also the command of a man strangely charged with happiness, yet imprisoned by the

intensity of the present instant when time had ceased to flow (46).

The entire conversation between Rahima and Majeed, and Majeed’s subsequent
monologue manifest the powerfulness of his existence. He owns everything from the land to his
wife. On the contrary, Rahima’s life depends entirely on the will of Majeed. Therefore, she cannot
disobey Majeed’s command, although here she tries to convince Majeed much softly, but in vain.
It is the voice of Majeed that silences Rahima and it is the silence of Rahima that gives him an
inexplicable pleasure. The submissiveness, fragility, and voicelessness define Rahima as a female.
This is what makes Majeed and other like-minded people happy and satisfied. Eventually the
silence that erupts from her voicelessness becomes an inseparable part of her femininity.

In another instance, Majeed informs Rahima of his desire to marry again so that he can
have a child. During night, when Rahima massages Majeed’s feet, she can understand something
unusual in him, but remains silent “as it was not for her to speak first” (89). The story, therefore,
proceeds in a non-linear way, for instance, in reply to Majeed’s desire to have a child in the house,
Rahima remains silent for few months, but later she suggests, “I would like very much to adopt
Hasuni. He’s such a fat and healthy little child” (89). However, Majeed finds her willingness to
adopt a child completely unreasonable and strives for a child of his “own flesh and blood” (89).
Rahima, due to her simple-mindedness and naivety, cannot decipher the implications of Majeed’s
words; Majeed, on the other hand, initially feels quite uncomfortable to utter his mind. After lots
of dramatizations, Majeed finally becomes capable of voicing the words he has so wholeheartedly
intended to convey, “Bibi, our home is a home without happiness. It is a house filled with sadness.
We are like two strangers on a boat which drifts along and reaches nowhere” (89-90). Majeed,
therefore, goes on providing with a number of reasons to justify his demand; Rahima, on the other
hand, remains silent throughout the entire conversation. Her silence, however, does not remain
confined to a mere silence; instead, “a strange and powerful fear took hold of her” resulting in her
silence (90). Next morning, Majeed’s direct proposal to remarry raises a non-affective emotion in
her that in the writer’s description appears to be a “no anger, no fear, no apprehension” feeling
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(90). The strange fear that overwhelms her the night before gets transformed into a senseless,
affectless numbness that holds onto her forever.

The way Majeed makes Rahima feel unable to give him happiness and joy is disgraceful.
However, such disrespectful behavior and Majeed’s decision to marry again cannot make her
speak her mind. She accepts her husband as the ultimate authority of her life. His decision means
the command to her. And her silence is the triumph of Majeed. Majeed expects the silence of
Rahima to lead his life the way he wants. Therefore, it is Rahima’s silence that makes her female
in the eye of Majeed.

Contrary to Rahima, Jamila is vocal and spontaneous. From the very beginning, Majeed
notices Jamila’s voice and tries relentlessly to control her unrestricted behavior: “Before long Jamila
became a source of ever-increasing worry for Majeed. The girl was strange. He could not grasp how her mind
worked. Sometimes it seemed covered by dark clouds; at other times it was radiant like a clear bright sky.
Her character was strangely erratic” (96).

Majeed for the first time can understand the absence of an obedient silence in Jamila when he
hears a loud laughter coming from the inner house (93). The moment he hears it, he realizes the
untamable difference that exists between Rahima and Jamila, because Majeed remembers that he
has never heard Rahima laughing so loudly, nor any visitors to the mazar dares do it (93).

Jamila’s laughter symbolizes her robust existence which is far distanced from the kind of
femininity Rahima has. As a female Jamila has certain biological and psychological
characteristics, but silence or accepting everything is not included in it which Rahima
predominantly inheres.

At times, Jamila also remains silent, but this silence is an example of disobedience which
she makes everyone understand through her activities. During one incident, when Majeed angrily
asks Jamila about her prayer, she remains silent: “Finally she realized that there was no danger, no
earthquake, no armed robbers, nothing but Majeed standing before her, looking down at her
angrily. Next to him stood Rahima, quiet as a shadow, Jamila slowly lowered her face but did not
move. Majeed asked her about her prayers, but she said not a word. She remained there frozen,
silent” (101).

This silence that expresses Jamila’s disagreement does not match Majeed’s conception of
femininity. Majeed always conceives of femininity as a way to act according to the man’s orders.
There should not be any refusal of or protest against his orders and desires. However, Jamila
cannot match Majeed’s expectations regarding femininity. She is more engaged in her world
where her likes and dislikes matter more than Majeed’s. Majeed is scared of Jamila’s version of
femininity which he is not much acquainted with.

Rahima and Jamila belong to the same sociocultural time, but they are different in their
thoughts. Through their differences what gets manifested is the expectation of the males from their
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female counterparts. Jamila’s strangeness scares Majeed; he cannot understand how to make her
obey his command. He gets more fearful as he can sense that such strangeness can destroy his
castle of falsifications and lies. Rahima, on the other hand, means stability to Majeed as he knows
that she does not have the courage to go beyond his words. He gets assured of this fact because
Rahima does not have a voice of her own. She abides by everything her husband recommends or
demands. Rahima, therefore, embodies silence that is integral to the concept of traditional
femininity. A female who has a voice has to undergo a lot of troubles the way Jamila encounters.
On the other hand, silence ensures a female’s acceptability in her society. Therefore, it is the
silence that is one of the core elements in the concept of Bengal femininity.

Until a female gets silent, the society cannot rest in peace. Some females develop an
unbreakable silence in them for the sake of survival, while others are silenced to belong to the
society. The attributes such as weakness, softness, emotionality that a female essentially
possesses, silence also becomes a part of them to adjust to a male-dominated society. The
examples given at the beginning of the study show how women take hold of silence for surviving
in the society. Rahima, in Tree Without Roots, portrays one of such characters whose silence
makes Majeed happy. In her silent world, there is no place for voicing her wishes and likes.
Jamila, on the contrary, is not confined to a silent world. She voices her likings and uses silence as
an instrument only to inform the society of her disagreement. Therefore, it can be summarized that
in the construction of femininity in this part of the world, silence is an unavoidable particle.

Note
Mazar is a sacred place in the context of Bangladesh where a graveyard of a religious person
is worshipped and treasured.
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A Foucauldian Analysis of Power, Culture and Politics
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Abstract

Michel Foucault, in his philosophical discourse, examined the changes in history and
the ways in which power is used in society from a unique perspective. He clarifies the
powers used in the traditional social order and how these powers subject people to the
bio-power and bio-politics of the state and government. In the manner of idealistic
thought, he explains how power functions in society and how its structure impacts
many facets of society. The purpose of this article, in light of Michel Foucault's
philosophy, is to analyze how power functions in culture, space, and history as well as
how, from the interdependence of truth and power, a power system evolves over time
to create a culture.

Introduction

Michel Foucault (1926-1984) places the greatest emphasis on experience in postmodern
philosophy. Through the linguistic emergence of change he overemphasizes the meaning of the
concept rather than the global impact of the concept. It is this historical foresight or archeology
that Foucault is most interested in. His most important literary works are Madness and Civilization
(1961), The Birth of the Clinic (1963), Discipline and Punish (1975), The History of Sexuality
(1976). The childhood of the boys and girls of any generation is formed in the light of the various
historical events of the time. The horror of war formed the background of Michel Foucault's
existence. Perhaps this is why, according to Foucault himself, he was more enthusiastic about
history and the relationship between experience and events. In 1971 he and some of his friends
formed a group called the Group d'information sur les Prisons. Since then he has been involved in
politics for the rest of his life working on prison conditions refugee issues and gay rights. The
fundamental goal of Foucault's work is to show to us what we believe to be knowledge and the
consistent, changing, and historical concepts—such as "intelligence," "normality," and
"sexuality"—that we believe to be our own. According to him, these concepts do not merely
evolve 'in progress' or represent a sustainable development, but at the same time are regulated and
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modified by the needs of the behavior and management of those in power (Stokes 2005: 187).
Underlying all of Foucault's work is the exploration of the relationship between power and
knowledge and how this power is used to control and define knowledge. For Foucault, what the
ruling class claimed to be 'scientific knowledge' was really nothing more than a means of social
control (Stokes 2005a: 187). Foucault, for example, shows how in the eighteenth century the
concept of madness was applied not only to the mentally ill but also to the poor, sick, homeless
and indeed was also used by the ruling class to categorize and stigmatize disliked individuals
(Foucault and Gordon, 1980: 243). It was not because of medical ignorance that the concept of
'madness’ became opposed to reason but because of its function as a means of social control
(Stokes 2005b: 187). Foucault in his, ‘History of Sexuality’, argues that this new emphasis on
controlling the mind rather than the body as an effective strategy of domination continues in
Freud's psychoanalytic approach. In the middle ages, where sexuality was purely a physical
matter, Freud redefined it as a psychological feature of the mind. There is now an equal emphasis
not only on people's sexual behavior, but also on their sexual motives (Foucault 1990: 95). Sexual
behavior is regulated by focusing on people's attitudes towards sexuality which represents a
fundamental aspect of their identity. Although individuals are encouraged to talk about their
sexual orientation more freely than ever before, the freedom to talk freely about sex is tempered
by the fear that something fundamental about their personality is being revealed through their
passion for sex. Its effectiveness as a means of control is unparalleled (Foucault and Gordon
1980a, 243).
Research Questionnaires
The goal of the study is to find answers to the following questions:
¢ What does power mean?
e  How power works in society?
e  How the structure of power affects culture and politics?
e  How power system becomes a culture?
Research Objectives
The following are the study's objectives:
e To analyze the concept of power in Foucault's philosophy;
e To study how power and knowledge are associated in society and culture through the lens
of Foucault's philosophy;
e To investigate how the use of power makes people subject to the bio-politics and bio-
power of the state;
e To discuss how power works in society and how society's allocation of power affects a
variety of societal aspects;
e To understand how a power structure emerges in a society that eventually becomes a
culture, in light of the Foucauldian philosophy.
Methodology and Materials
The author first started analyzing several studies on the Foucauldian concept of power,
knowledge, subject, punishment, history, politics, and culture that he had gathered from a number
of reliable data sources, including Google, Google Scholar, Research Gate, Academia, and
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Newspapers, in order to identify the research gap. The investigation was carried out using a
theoretical research methodology. The available literature has been critically analyzed in the
context of Foucauldian discourses on power, knowledge, culture, and politics. To understand the
issue, relevant theories have been clarified and understood. Additionally, the effectiveness of the
qualitative approach in this study is largely due to the successful use of secondary data in general.
Secondary data is acquired from reliable media, books, journals, websites, and journal
publications. To sum up, this is a qualitative study that heavily relies on secondary data.

Power

The ability to direct or control the present or future actions of an individual or a group of
individuals is called power (Naim 2013: 25). In the sixteenth century, Niccold Machiavelli in The
Prince referred to power as synonymous with control. According to him, territorial occupation and
political control are so common and natural that people do these when they get the chance.!
According to Hobbes, the desire for power is a restless and eternal desire of all mankind, which
ceases only after death.’ Friedrich Nietzsche, in 1883-85, in Thus Spoke Zarathustra said —
Wherever | have seen a living being, | have noticed within it the will to power, and even in the
slave I have found the will to be master. '

Michel Foucault, in his thought, explains power from different points of view. He saw
power as multifaceted, combining history, archaeology, anthropology, and philosophy. He did not
see power as ‘force’ but showed how power works in history, society, and political practice. In a
state where power is exercised through institutionalized organizations, Foucault thought that
thinking of power as such would not end the work. "Power is everywhere; not because it
encompasses everything, but because it originates from everything,” It is a relational activity
involving effort and maneuver, a continuous flow of realignment of people, and practical
calculation (Allen 2009: 227). All the governmental organizations that the state has, such as the
police, army, and other military forces, are controlled by the state, and through them the state
shows its power. In a capitalist society, educational institutions, the media, and family and
religious institutions mainly belong to the ideological state apparatus. In an ideological state
apparatus, ideology acts as the core and power as a secondary function, but in a repressive state
apparatus, power acts as the primary function and ideology as a secondary function (Sharma and
Gupta 2006, 8). But this interpretation of power alone does not satisfy Foucault. He does not want
to confine power to the state, but rather he was interested in how power works outside the state
apparatus. Foucault's analysis of society explains power as relational, not individual. Society is
dominated by power. As much as individuals are constituted by power, they become the subject of
power, i.e., the individual embodies power. Analysis of power can be done in different ways and
at different levels, even interpersonal. Power is not only repressive but also manifests a
multifaceted productive side (Foucault and Gordon 1980b, 245). In the life of the state, the people
face power, the common people have a relationship with state institutions, and these state
institutions did not come into their present form overnight. Foucault prefaces the book 'Discipline
and Punishment' by explaining how people were publicly executed in ancient times but not now.
Punishment as an exercise of power and the treatment of death-row convicts in prison as 'humane'
today, such as the opportunity to pray, to ask for the last wishes of the accused, did not exist in
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ancient times (Foucault 1977, 73-131). Either way, Foucault was interested in how it evolved. So
it turns out that power doesn't just work in large cases. Power is exercised in every small area,
where the state is a monster and this state-monster consists of many small organizations. We also
find the concept of the state-monster in Hobbes's philosophy. But Foucault differs from Hobbes.
Where Hobbes speaks of the ultimate sovereign, Foucault speaks of the subject under that
sovereign. Foucault is also talking about micro power here, which he discusses through discourse
or discursive methods. Foucault argues that many systems of power interact simultaneously but
not always in consistent ways. He therefore avoids developing a single overarching approach to
social and conceptual mobility himself, instead calling his project a "microphysics of power," or
micropower (Sen 2019).

Subject and Power

In Foucault's view, power is not something that belongs to the state, the ruling class, or a
sovereign; rather, it is a tool for achieving goals. Michel Foucault investigated the various master-
making practices in Western culture from a philosophical standpoint. In doing so, he gives the
problem of power a completely new perspective. Foucault asserts that the state emerged as a
completely new form of political power in the sixteenth century. The majority of people view the
system of government as an example of authoritarianism that puts the interests of one group above
those of one set of citizens to the exclusion of personal concerns. However, Foucault underlines a
distinct problem rather than calls this view incorrect. The state's authority, then, both personalizes
and totalizes. Subjectivity was something Michel Foucault was really passionate about. On the
basis of the connections between three questions, he classifies his thought-provoking books. First,
how do people perceive themselves as knowledge-holders? Second, how does the individual
become embedded in power relations? Thirdly, how can individuals establish themselves as moral
agents? (Foucault 1982, 777-782). As opposed to Marxists, Foucault did not examine the effects
of power at the level of ideology (Raaper and Olssen 2017). Since those who prioritize ideology in
the analysis of power assume a person with an advanced master in line with the model of classical
philosophy, who rides on him with consciousness and power, it is most logical, in his opinion, to
ask the question about the body of the person and the question about how power works in the body
(Mazhar 2017). From the 16th century, the main concern of the state became the supervision,
nurturing, and improvement of the people. Foucault coined the term "bio-power" to describe a new
system of state governance based on this idea. This bio-power recognizes the state's close
observation of people's daily lives and activities as well as its use of knowledge and power
(Foucault uses the terms synonymously) as agents of social change (Gutting 2005, 100). As a
result, society becomes a political target. Parallel to this, disciplinary methods are used to
subjugate, change, and develop the human body.

Power and Knowledge

Michel Foucault was fascinated by the way that power and knowledge affect an individual's
existence and development throughout his entire career. Towards the end of his life, he became
particularly interested not only in how the subject of knowledge is formed by this power, but also
in how the individual constitutes himself morally. According to Foucault, our ideas about the
world or ourselves do not always remain the same over time. However, a lot of people believe that
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certain universal truths, like the existence of matter, cannot be altered. In opposition to this view,
Michel Foucault holds that there is nothing immutable between man and his body that can play a
sufficient role as a basis for understanding oneself and other people (Windschuttle 1998, 5-35).
Central to Foucault's thought is the analysis of the institutional form and source of everything from
a historical and epistemological level. The rejection of self-evident truth and objectivity marks the
beginning of postmodern philosophy's epistemology. According to the philosophers of that time,
what we know is largely the result of individual action and communal consent. They also believe
that all forms of knowing—knowing an entity, a society, etc.—are founded on the same equation.
In his philosophy, Michel Foucault aims to link politics and epistemology. Instead of using
different varieties of consciousness, perception, and ideologies to explain the development of a
certain story or his geneology of knowledge, he chose to do it using different power methods and
strategies (Mazhar 2017a). Knowledge derived from science is usually seen as humanistic. As a
result, the doctor has omnipotent power over the patient's body. Due to the doctor's specialized
knowledge, this power exists. Foucault therefore refers to this knowledge as "power/knowledge,"
where power and knowledge are synonymous. In his analysis, Foucault places a strong emphasis
on theory and practice, both of which shape the knowledge that is produced and exert influence on
certain state organs and functions, including medical, mental and social welfare, charity, law, and
gender formation (Weeks 2017, 6).

Power and Punishment

According to Foucault, the relatively low level of corporal punishment in torturing the criminal is
a manifestation of the discretion of the state or ruling class, which is seen as a practical effect of
profound change. Subtle but less painful pains that apparently have no material existence are
considered by him as a special case. Foucault refers to knowledge as something used in the service
of the ruling class. He believed that French prisons reflected the regime's thinking that controlling
the mind was a more effective means of social control than punishing the body (Foucault 1977a,
104-107). Prolonged and inhumane punishment is a more terrifying act than a quick and brutal
death by execution. Foucault considers the panopticon, from which prisoners can be monitored, as
another practical example of the exercise of power. The main function of panopticons is to keep
the prisoners alert and aware that they are constantly being watched. Although surveillance is not
continuous, the arrangements are designed to ensure that the power is always maintained. The
power becomes so perfect that it does not need to be realised. The very architecture of the prison
becomes an instrument for the production and maintenance of power independent of the exerciser
of power. That is, prison inmates are involved in a kind of power situation where they themselves
become the bearers of power (Foucault 1977b, 201). Foucault challenges us to ask how we live in
panopticons of our own making. He draws our attention to how credit cards, government and
company records, phone logs, computers, security cameras, and various managerial techniques put
us in fear of self-surveillance or constant surveillance and how this affects our thoughts, actions,
and feelings.

History and Politics

From ancient Greek and Roman culture through sixteenth- to twentieth-century European
civilization, Foucault studied a variety of historical eras. He was very concerned about how
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events, which man himself is a part, relate to history and the subjective experiences of individuals,
and he saw this as being at the center of his theoretical work (Foucault 1998). Michel Foucault
questioned the linear flow of history in order to develop his philosophy. For him, the strong target
a particular group of the ordinary people and use them as a conduit for their power rather than
directly controlling the majority. This selection process employs the leveling method, whereby
those who are hated are separated out by being labeled as lazy, insane, criminals, dissidents,
destitute, deviants, etc. (Stokes 2005d).

Such leveling results in what Michel Foucault called divisive narrowing. Because, in his
opinion, it is an effort to centralize control. The powerful select a small number of individuals
from the whole population and use them for themselves, if necessary, to further their own goals.
The strong attempt to legitimate their authority by fabricating their own narrative of truth, justice,
or freedom by exploiting history to serve their own purposes. In the last chapter of "The History of
Sexuality," Foucault makes the case that the fundamental tenets governing the state's exercise of
power have changed significantly since the seventeenth century. He asserts that whereas earlier the
sovereign power exercised power by taking the lives of its subjects, in the modern age this
principle has been reversed and the exercise of power begins by managing the lives of the
subjects. The integration of life into the 'Mechanism of Power' and the interrelationship of political
strategies in the survival of mankind, according to Foucault, constitute the boundaries of
modernity. Different historical periods have different ways of understanding and ordering their
experiences. That is, an early twenty-first century reader cannot enter into the mindset and sense-
making style of a person living in a different historical period. These historical periods and
individuals are, in a sense, the invention of our own time, and we gradually reconstruct the past for
the sake of the present (Danaher, Schirato and Webb 2000, 82). Foucault's philosophy is not
directed at understanding the conscious thoughts and feelings of individuals in different eras or at
recreating the "truth" or essence of different historical periods. Rather than thinking of history as a
single and fixed entity, Foucault encourages us to think of multiple, mixed, and contested histories
(Danaher et al. 2000, 98). Foucault originally used the term "governmentality" in the context of
the emergence of the concept of the state in modern European history to describe a particular way
of governing the population. He later expanded its definition to include techniques and methods
that are devised to regulate the behavior of both individuals and populations at every level of the
state, not just at the administrative or political level. This includes the concept of self-control
(Kritzman 1988, XXIV). Analyzing history, he sees the development of a new type of oral
practice, namely self-confession. Through this confession, one's inner thoughts, wishes, dislikes,
goals, objectives, etc. would be revealed. Later, these confessions became the data of social
science and were used by the state to formulate strategies for exercising power in the social
structure. According to Foucault, governmentality is as much a matter of 'body politics' as it is a
matter of conventional politics-such as political parties, elections, etc. It structures society and
determines the individual's way of functioning and the individual's relationship to his own and
others' bodies (Danaher et al., 2000: 83). Foucault never tries to analyze anything from a political
point of view, but instead asks what it (politics) has to say about the problems that politics always
faces. He is neither for nor against Marxism, but asks what Marxism has to say about these
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emerging problems. Foucault was more enthusiastic about the principles of politics than about
politics itself. He raised these questions in the political field in the same way he raised questions in
the historical and philosophical fields. But his inquiries are in no way predetermined by political
views or driven by any specific political project. If one raises political questions from an ethical-
epistemological point of view, one will never become a chess piece, he thinks. In a 1971 debate
with Noam Chomsky, he said: "It seems to me that the current function of politics in our society is
to criticize the actions of the most apparently impartial and independent institutions, and to
criticize and attack these institutions in such a way as to expose the political violence that is
secretly carried out through these institutions and to fight against them (Tuite 1971). Foucault's
contribution to the theory of governance is that he attempts to establish a connection between the
level of state and world politics on the one hand and the individual and his (the individual's)
behavior in every sphere of life on the other. Foucault aims to explore the possibilities of
understanding and discussing the ideas and practices of governance.

Culture and Space

Foucault attempts to demonstrate how knowledge and culture affect discourses in the majority of
his writings. He opposes the idea that a guy has control over his ideas (Burrell 1988, 221-235). "It
is not the aim of my work to analyze the context of power or to lay the foundation for such an
analysis,” writes Michel Foucault in his essay "The Subject and Power (1982)" "Rather, it has
been the aim of my work for the last thirty years to write a history of the ways in which human
beings have been mastered in our culture." Because of this, every civilization has cultural
similarities and differences. While discussing culture in various writings, Foucault first defined
culture as a hierarchical association of values that is readily intelligible to everyone. However,
Foucault (2001, 173) notes that this process is both excluded and contained. If we want to
highlight the planet called Earth, then we have to start from a certain time and the discussion of
history on various topics such as traditions, religion, science, cultural norms, etc., created with
time will become relevant in various ways. At the time when Michel Foucault's philosophical
thought was being developed, various philosophical discussions were taking place in continental
philosophy, including existentialism, Marxism, phenomenology, and obscurantism. Foucault never
wants to confine himself to a particular theory or argument. He is interested in the discourses. In
his "Archeology of Knowledge," Foucault rejects the concept of traditional history. He claims that
historians have long debated how to construct a stable or unchanging state that lasts for centuries
and occasionally undergoes abrupt transition as well as how political events develop through time.
As a result, conventional historical conceptions are still hidden (Foucault 2002). Western scholars
hold the view that space itself is history, containing elements of social, cultural, and institutional
development across time. Ancient history is concentrated on historical civilizations, as opposed to
the Medieval Era, which are marked by a hierarchical flow of urban and rural life. Once more, the
modern era is characterized by industrial concentration. The way Michel Foucault perceived space
or place implies a shift in how we think about how the environment and people, as well as objects,
interact. To illustrate how the heliocentric theory challenges pre-modern ideas of space, he cites
Galileo's notion as an illustration. The earth was considered to be the center of the universe during
the medieval period. But Galileo discovered that the sun is at the center of our solar system using a
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telescope. This idea of place was referred to as "emplacement" by Foucault. According to
Foucault, this "emplacement™ is just a decision rather than the result of an endless or supreme
force (Foucault 1967).

Heterotopia

In the discussion of culture, Michel Foucault uses a term called "heterotopia,” by which Foucault
refers to a place that exists outside of our everyday social and institutional space (Key Concepts
2018). In general, we know that "Utopia” means an unreal world. In contrast to "Utopia,” Michel
Foucault uses the term "heterotopia™ to describe how a space or place can have a different
meaning depending on its relationship to another place (Smart 2004). According to Foucault, these
things can only be understood in the context of relationships. In contrast to utopia, Foucault's
heterotopia is real and exists. Prisons and hospitals are two examples of places where it is real. As
these prisons and hospitals refer to certain things. Using the mirror as an example, Foucault
explains utopia and heterotopia. According to Foucault, when we look at ourselves in the mirror,
the real image of us reflected in the mirror is Utopia. Because what the mirror, in this case, is
reflecting inside is a placeless place. But again, this mirror itself is a heterotopia. Because the
mirror is a real object. The heterotopia of the mirror is very real, but the space in relation to the
real space that surrounds it creates a very unreal virtual image. Foucault explains the concept of
heterotopia with a few principles. The first principle is that all cultures produce heterotopias
(Foucault 2004a). In every human community, it is obvious. But rather than being of a single type
everywhere, heterotopias come in a variety of shapes and sizes. There are two different sorts of
heterotopia, according to Foucault. The Heterotopia of Crisis is the name he gave to the kind of
heterotopia present in the so-called ancient society. For instance, different holy sites or locations
reserved for particular groups or people might be noted. In ancient cultures, it was forbidden for
impure persons, pregnant women, or women who were menstrual to access certain places. These
are a form of the "state of crisis," in Foucault's opinion. These circumstances have significantly
changed in modern times, giving rise to a new variety of heterotopia. Heterotopia of Deviation is
what he called it. In this case, the issue of emplacement is important. Those whose behavior or
activities deviate from the norms or ideals set by society are transferred to these places. For
example, mental hospitals, prisons, insane asylums, etc. The second principle, heterotopia is
changing over time. It is possible for heterotopias to function in a space in a variety of different
ways over time (Foucault 2004b). For instance, there are variances between cemeteries in cities
and villages. The third principle is that several heterotopias can coexist in the same location
(Foucault 2004c). Theatres or flower gardens, for instance. We are simultaneously in two places
while watching a movie. There are two places: the movie theater and the locations where the
scenes were shot. The fourth principle of heterotopia is that it frequently exists in various periods
of time, or "heterochronics," as Foucault put it. We need to get out of the conventional notion of
time if we want to understand how it operates (Foucault 2004d). For instance, in the cemetery, we
are familiar with both human death and the burial and subsequent disappearance of a body. The
library and museum are similar instances. All the objects kept in the museum were once there, but
now they are lost or obsolete. In other words, it might be argued that different places, such as
cemeteries, libraries, and museums, collect time. The fifth principle of heterotopia is that
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heterotopia is not easily accessible. According to Foucault (2004¢), heterotopia requires a system
of open and closed spaces that both divide one another while still allowing access. Examples of
such spaces include barracks and prisons. The sixth and final heterotopian principle is that there is
an action mode in relation to the remaining spaces. This phenomenon, which Foucault refers to as
a "heterotopia of compensation” (Foucault 2004f), produces either an illusionary space that reveals
real space or a perfect real space that is entirely distinct from an imperfect real space. For instance,
a costly city has higher levels of saturation than a cheaper city.

Truth and power transform into a culture

The order of power, according to Foucault, seeks to narrow the range of human possibilities by
elevating particular beliefs and practices as "normal” in a variety of contexts. Therefore, through a
variety of oppressive strategies where judges of normality are present everywhere, sexual
practices, family structures, religions, and various speaking and working styles are dismissed as
"deviant" from "normal." (Gutting 2005a: 84). Foucault asserts that since power is elusive, "power
games" may be concealed here as well (Basumatary 2020, 5). In comparison to the historical or
metaphysical definitions of truth, Foucault was more interested in the politics of truth. The way a
statement is made in society as a truth, the manner in which it is disseminated in society, the ways
in which society and politics control that fact, as well as what occurs and how it occurs in response
to that truth in various parts of society, all of which Foucault interprets as a cyclical process as a
whole (Mazhar 2017b). Truth and power are interrelated, creating a system of power that actually
becomes culture over a period of time. The whole system is, therefore, for Foucault, nothing more
than a regime of truth or a system of power, which in turn takes shape in culture.

Conclusion

It's critical to make an effort to comprehend Foucault's work as a philosophy of history because
doing so will help us as philosophy readers evaluate the true significance of his contributions to
both history and philosophy as well as address persistent and misguided criticisms of his
philosophy. Despite the initial impression that Foucault's philosophy is pessimistic, there is still
some room for hope. He reaffirms the value of philosophy as a tool for challenging the ruling
class's hold over the individual by outlining the hierarchical power structures that they employ.
What we need to do, in Foucault's opinion, is work to create social structures that lessen the
possibility of hegemony. At the same time, it is one of our duties to reevaluate our beliefs in light
of the implications of knowledge.
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